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INDULT.
FACULTY FOR ERECTING PRIVATE ORATORIES
IN  THE HOUSES OF THE SISTERS OF CHARITY 
IN  FAVOR OF THE INFIRM SISTERS.
S. Cong, of the Council, December 10, 1897; for seven 
years.
M o st  H o l y  F a t h e r ,
Prostrate at the feet of Your Holiness, the Procurator 
General of the Congregation of the Mission, humbly entreats 
of your benevolence the extension, for a period of seven 
years, of the Indult of November 28, 1890, conferring the 
privilege of erecting private oratories, in the Houses of 
the Sisters of Charity, for the convenience of the infirm 
Sisters.
December 10, 1897, the Sacred Congregations of the 
Mo&t Eminent Cardinals of the Holy Roman Church, 
charged with the interpretation of the Council of Trent, in
I n d u l t u m .— Facultas conceditur erigendi oratoria privata in domibus Filia- 
rum charitatis ad utilitatem Sororum infirmarum.
Bmo Padre,
Il Procuratore Generale della Congregazione della Missione prostrato ai 
piedi della S. V. umilmente implora benigna proroga ad altro settennio 
dell indulto ottenuto il 28 nov. 1890, con cui fu accordato il privilegio di 
erigere oratori privati nelle case delle Figlie della Carità per comodo delle 
Suore infirme.—Die 10 decembris 1897, S. Congregatio Ernorum S. R. E. 
Cardinalium Concilii Tridentini Interpretum, vigore facultatum sibi S. 
Smo Dno Nostro tributorum, petitam prorogationem ad aliud septennium 
duraturam, servata forma praecedentis indulti, Procuratori Generali Cong. 
Missionis benigne impertita est.
A. Card. Di P ie t r o , Praef.
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virtue of the special powers conferred by the Sovereign 
Pontiff, were pleased to grant to the Procurator General 
of the Congregation of the Mission, according to the tenor 
of the preceding Indult, and for a new period of seven 
years, the extension as petitioned for.
A., Cardinal di P ietr o , Prefect.
Here is the aforementioned Indult (November 28, 1890):
M ost H o ly  F a t h e r ,
Prostrate at the feet of Your Holiness, the Procurator 
General of the Congregation of the Mission, begs for the 
extension of the Rescript of July 11, 1878, conferring, for 
seven years, the privilege of erecting private oratories in 
favor of the infirm Sisters in the Houses of the Sisters 
of Charity.
FOR THE SISTERS OF CHARITY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL.
In virtue of the powers specially conferred by Our Holy 
Father, Pope Leo X III., the Sacred Congregation of 
Rites has been pleased to permit for a new period of seven 
years, that, in the Houses of the said Institute, having a 
church or public oratory annexed, for the Sisters and 
other persons of the House, whose health does not allow
Ea autem erat forma praecedentis Indulti :
Brno Padre,
Il Procuratore Generale della Congregazione della Missione, prostrato 
al bacio del Piede, implora della S. V. la proroga del Rescritto n Luglio 
1878, con cui fu accordato per un settennio il privilegio di erigere oratori 
privati nelle case delle Figlie di Carità per comodo delle Suore inferme. 
Che, ecc.
F il ia r u m  C h a r it a t is  I n s t it u t i  S .  V in c e n t i i  A  P a u l o .
Sacra Rituum Congregatio, utendo facultatibus sibi specialiter a 
Sanctissimo Domino Nostro Leone XIII. tributis, benigne indulsit, ut ad 
aliud proximum septennium in domibus Praefati Instituti adnexam Eccle- 
siam vel publicum Oratorium habentibus Sacrosanctum Missae Sacrificiuni
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them to attend the church or public oratory, the Holy Sac­
rifice of the Mass may be daily celebrated, and the Sisters 
may receive Holy Communion at this Mass; but, there is 
no authorization to preserve the Blessed Sacrament in these 
oratories.—All things to the contrary notwithstanding.
-November 28, 1890.
Cardinal A l o y s i  M a s e l a ,  Prefect.
quotidie celebrari, atque infra ejusdem actionem ad Sacram Synaxim ad- 
mitti queant illae ex praedictis Sororibus ac Personis cum ipsis fixe com- 
morantibus quae adversa valetudine impediantur quominus Ecclesiam seu 
publicum Oratorium adire possint: attamen absque facultate ibidem Smae 
Eucharistise Sacramentum asservandi.—Contrariisnon obstantibus quibus- 
cumque.—Die 28 novembris 1890.
Card. A l o is i M a s e l l a , Praef.
1*
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EUROPE.
FRANCE.
A FAM ILY FEAST.
SAINT LAZARE, PARIS, JA N . 25, 1898.
Recalling as it does the origin of the Congregation of 
the Mission, the date of January 25th is very dear to all 
the members of the Family of St. Vincent. This anni­
versary was celebrated at the Mother-House this year in 
the usual manner,—with simplicity and piety, in presence 
of the Relics of Our Holy Founder, the Successor of St. 
Vincent, being in our midst. I f  the subject is mentioned 
here, it is in the thought that these few lines may revive 
remembrances so precious to those who have lived at the 
Mother-House; it is done, moreover, in the desire that all 
may derive some consolation from the circumstance as pre­
sented.
In the morning, after the reading of the points of med­
itation for January 25th, as found in the Formulary of 
Prayers, Our Most Honored Father announced that the 
Conference of the evening would be: On the love we should 
have for the Congregation: 1. The motives for this love; 
2. What we should love in the Congregation; 3. How we 
should manifest this love to the Congregation.
The Shrine wherein are deposited the Relics of Our 
Holy Founder was open during the entire day. At the 
Community Mass, liturgical hymns appropriate to the feast 
were chanted. Finally, at half-past, tive in the afternoon 
the Community assembled as it is customary to do on this 
day, for the Conference.
After the Veni, Sanete Spiritus, the Superior General
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called upon a brother-student to give his thoughts on the 
subject proposed. One of the Priests of the House was 
also invited to share his reflections with the Community; 
both having complied with the request, Our Most Honored 
Father likewise spoke. We regret not being able to give 
the entire text; we must limit ourselves to the summary 
of the thoughts of the venerated Superior General, giving 
sometimes his very words:
GENTLEMEN, AND MY VERY DEAR BROTHERS:
Yes, we should love the Congregation in a sincere and 
filial manner. This love is a duty and a sentiment most 
honorable in itself; for, they are worthy of honor who 
know how to cherish what merits to be esteemed and loved ; 
whilst it is natural to bewail the disposition of some, who 
can only recognize and dwell upon the defective side of 
things.
See Our Lord. How He loved the Church ! Christus 
dilexit eoelesiam, says the Apostle St. Paul; and, through 
love, He laid down His life for her. And yet, in the 
Church—we blush to say it—there are many gangrenous, 
and even dead members! Notwithstanding all this, in the 
eyes of our divine Lord, the Church is comely, and He is 
enamoured of her beauty, and her sanctity. Thus it is 
with the Company. Doubtless, there may be found, here 
and there, members who fail to correspond to their voca­
tion,—members who dishonor the Company; I  do not dis­
pute this fact, and no one is better acquainted with the case 
than the Superior General, as he knows—at least in a 
measure—what transpires in the Provinces, and in each 
House. And, nevertheless, I  declare to you that the Su­
perior General has never ceased, nor will he ever cease to 
find the Congregation singularly amiable; yes, I  repeat it, 
the Congregation is, in every way, worthy of our love and 
of our entire devotedness.
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I .— Why we should love the Congregation.
We should love the Congregation, first of all, because it 
is the work of G o d . Its origin is altogether providential. 
This is clearly manifested by the action of G od upon its 
commencement. Therefore it was, that the clergy of Paris, 
so enlightened, so distinguished, yet so tenacious of their 
independence, flocked to St. Lazareis. The most illustri­
ous ecclesiastics, Bossuet himself, considered it an honor to 
assist at the Conferences of St. Vincent. The Holy Ghost 
descends upon these reunions which sanctify the clergy; it 
is an effusion of graces,— it is another Pentecost. I t  was 
not the fervid eloquence of St. Vincent,—a mere human 
eloquence, which attracted to him all these priests; it was 
the grace of G od which thrilled them in the sweetness and 
unction of his words.
How can we explain the admirable fruits, the graces of 
the Missions given by St. Vincent and the first Mission­
aries, and which produced such marvelous results in 
France, in Italy, in Corsica,—to account for them otherwise 
than by the action of the Holy Spirit, would be impossible. 
G od alone has accomplished all this: the Mission is His 
work. Our Holy Founder has repeatedly recognized this, 
and the Church confirmed the same when she said in the 
prayer of the office of St. Vincent, that he was the instru­
ment, but that it was G od who formed this new Congre­
gation: Deus, qui.'.per Beatum Vincentium familiam  
congregasti.
This first motive alone should open our heart to the 
most sincere affection: the Congregation is the work of 
G od. N o w , G od  loves His works: consequently, He loves 
the Congregation. Hence, it must follow that we could 
not do otherwise than love it also?
A second reason is, that the Congregation is the work of 
St. Vincent. Yes, it is the work of St. Vincent,—this
8
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giant of charity who lias challenged the admiration, not only 
of Christians, but, moreover, of philosophers who accorded 
him their homage. The Congregation is the work of the 
great and admirable charity of St. Vincent; it is the work 
of his rare prudence and wisdom; it is the work of the 
zeal of this apostolic man who has traced in the Church 
so large a furrow that has not yet reached its limit; the 
Congregation is the first work of his hands. Should we 
not duly estimate the favor,—should we not fully appre­
ciate our privilege in being the Sons of such a Father?
Thirdly, the Congregation is dear to the Blessed Virgin, 
who has ever surrounded it with her blessing and protection. 
When, in 1830, the Immaculate Virgin deigned to mani­
fest herself to a humble and fervent Daughter of Saint 
Vincent, to reveal to her the Miraculous Medal, one of her 
special revelations was that, despite the political storms 
soon to burst forth, the Family of St. Vincent should not 
perish: touching promise,—which proves that Heaveri 
watches over this Family, and that through the intercession 
of the Immaculate M a r y , OurHoly Founder had obtained 
the protection of G od over his Children.
I I . and I I I . — What should we love hi the Congregation?
The Means we should adopt in order to manifest this love.
1. We should love the Congregation itself. We must 
love the Congregation, the entire Institute. Yes, we must 
love the Institute, that is, we should desire that the Spirit 
of St. Vincent dwell therein, that its works be sustained 
and merit the blessing of G od , and finally, that its fervor 
in nowise diminish;
2. We should love those persons who compose the Con­
gregation. We must love those who compose the Family, 
for they are truly our “ nearest of kin,” they are nearer 
than any others; nearer than the Trappists, than the Capu­
chins, or any other Order. The individuals who compose
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the Congregation are the members of one same body with 
ourselves; they participate in the same life, they accom­
plish the same works.
We should have love one for another, for we are brothers 
in St. Vincent. And, even though there be found among 
us, some who are not edifying, still, we should love them. 
We should close our eyes to their defects, at least, unless 
we feel it a duty to mention them to the Superior that he 
may warn those who fail and induce them to correct. We 
are all brothers; consequently,there should be no division 
among us. Instead of thwarting one another, each one 
should be ready to exeuse and yield to the other: all mut­
ually comforting and shielding each other.
3. We must love the Spirit of the Congregation. This 
Spirit is worthy of our esteem and admiration. What could 
be more praiseworthy than the disinterestedness, the con­
fidence, the entire abandon to Divine Providence, by which 
it is characterized. Its members could not utter a single 
word to procure any advantage for the Community, nor 
could they—in any manner whatsoever—seek to secure to 
the Congregation the charge of an establishment. On the 
other hand, is it not most admirable to witness the entire 
devotedness with which the Missionaries spend themselves, 
to carry out the designs of Providence, as soon as these de­
signs are manifested to them. Thus was it with the an­
cients, the first Missionaries, those men of heart and gen­
erosity, viri eordati, as they were designated by one of the 
Popes; thus is it also with the Missionaries of our own 
day: is not this admirable indeed?
Is it not beautiful to the supernatural eye of faith, at 
the outset of the Mission in a parish, to behold the Mis­
sionaries, in the presence of the multitude, prostrating 
themselves at the feet of the pastor to ask his blessing, that 
the graces bestowed upon him by almighty G o d , may be 
transmitted through him to the work which they are about
10
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to commence? And, after three weeks of most fatiguing 
apostolic labors, to see these same Missionaries again in 
public, casting themselves at the curéis feet, begging par­
don for the faults into which they may have fallen, and 
once more asking his blessing? Is not this admirable 
indeed?
Are not the works accomplished by the Congregation, 
truly admirable? Behold the Missionary who sets out for 
distant regions: who goes forth, despite the intense heat 
from the blazing sun, to enter upon a long and fear-in­
spiring journey. His path lies now in the midst of cruel 
men with whom his life is in constant peril,—of ferocious 
beasts roaming over these desert wastes; nor does he shrink 
from danger until he reaches his mission in far-away 
Abyssinia.—Behold, in America, another Missionary; al­
most alone, he founds at Arequipa, an Apostolic school 
which, from its steady growth has become the ecclesiastical 
Seminary, the hope of* the diocese. Are we not charmed 
at the sight of these works?
Is it not admirable to see those men so strong of pur­
pose, going to Madagascar, braving its death-dealing cli­
mate, and in their generous courage scarcely willing to 
admit that their lot is a painful one; they go thither to 
mingle with the uncouth population, lisping with those 
little negroes, organizing schools for them, teaching them 
the catechism; is this not admirable? Doubtless, these 
men may not be perfect, they may have some defects; but 
have they not noble qualities!
Finally, the Rules. Oh! the Rules,we must love them 
most sincerely. But our love is tested in their observance. 
Let us not seek elsewhere the means of rendering service 
to the Company, above all, let us not seek to change these 
Rules bequeathed us by St. Vincent, for there is no need 
of anything new for us to observe; these suffice for the 
work which has been intrusted to us.
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But time presses. I  repeat that we must observe our 
Buies: we must obey our Superiors with docility and gen­
erosity; we should not strive to do our own will, but de­
vote ourselves to the practice of obedience. Thus shall we 
testify to our love for the Congregation.
Oh! yes; we must be devoted to its interests, but we 
must accept our duty as regulated by the Superiors. We 
should not be satisfied with an imaginary devotedness, and 
then hesitate to obey when the Superior gives an order, 
when he wishes us to apply to this duty or to another, here 
or elsewhere. True devotedness consists in placing our 
happiness in doing the will of those whom G od has in­
vested with authority to govern us, content that our dwell­
ing be here or there, as they shall appoint.
In  conclusion, Gentlemen, and my very dear Confrères, 
now in the presence of the Relics of Our Holy Founder, 
let us ask him to fill us with the spirit of the Company ; 
and then, it is for us to honor the Congregation by our ex­
emplary conduct. May the most holy Virgin, the Virgin 
Immaculate, who has been hitherto our safeguard, deign to 
protect us still. Amen.
After the Conference, the Community repaired to the 
chapel where Benediction was given by the Superior Gen­
eral whilst all sang: Ecce quam bonum habitarefratres in 
il mini !
12
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T H E  CORONATION
OF OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL.
The magnificent festivities celebrated in the chapel of the Appaiition at 
Paris, for the Coronation of the Virgin of the Miraculous Medal, have 
found an echo in the different Houses of the Sisters of Charity. We have 
¡not space for all in detail. The following account, with one or two others 
to be found in this Number, will give an idea of what transpired in many 
Houses:
Letter from  S iste r  T h . P a g l iANo, Sister of Charity, 
to V e r y  R e v . A. F ia t , Superior General.
Lodeve Hospital, December 14, 3 897*
M ost H onored  F a t h e r ,
Your blessing, if  you please J
I  thought that the notice published by the diocesan 
Chronicle concerning our beautiful feast of the Coronation 
of our Virgin Immaculate, might be of interest to you* 
We had a charming celebration; unfortunately, our chapel 
was too small to admit the eager throngs that gathered to 
hear Mgr. de Cabrieres; the vestibule was hung with crim* 
son curtains to extend our space. Unanimously the mul­
titude exclaimed : But this is a reflex of heaven! The feast 
was only too short.
I  subjoin the account taken from the Semaine Religieuse 
of the diocese of Montpellier:
The ceremonial of the Coronation of* the Virgin, styled 
of the Miraculous Medal, in the chapel of the hospice, was 
most beautiful. Long before the appointed hour, the chap­
el, most tastefully decorated, was thronged by a devout 
multitude. At half-past four, accompanied by Father 
Verdier, Superior of the ecclesiastical Seminary and Vicar 
General; Father Camplo, archpriest of Lodeve, and all the 
clergy of the city, Mgr. de Cabrieres, Bishop of Montpel­
lier, made his solemn entry, to the chant of the ldosanna
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and the Benedictus, and the office immediately commenced.
“The Ave maris stelia resounded through the chapel, and 
the choir formed of the Religious and orphan girls, struck 
up a magnificent cantata in honor of the Miraculous Medal. 
At that moment, Monseigneur appeared in the pulpit.
“With as much lucidity as unction, His Lordship ex­
plained the relations of the different apparitions of the 
Blessed Virgin, during the former half of the century, 
with the proclamation of the dogma of the Immaculate 
Conception. Speaking, afterwards, of Sister Catherine 
Labouré, Monseigneur observed that the Daughters o f St. 
Vincent follow not only an active life, but that their zeal, 
their devotedness, their charity, are nourished and sustained 
by the contemplative life; that is, by prayer, meditation, 
and the Eucharist. After some practical counsels upon 
the propagation of the Miraculous Medal, Monseigneur 
descended from the pulpit, and blessed the rich diadem 
destined to crown the Statue which ornaments the altar.
“And, whilst the voices of the Religious and young girls 
rendered a special new cantata, Monseigneur ascended the 
steps of the platform and placed upon the brow of the 
Virgin, the Crown which he had just blessed. Simulta­
neously, there appeared twelve stars, forming an aureola 
around the Statue, and rays, like streams of light, issued 
from the hands of the Virgin. The beautiful ceremony was 
closed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament and the 
Te Deum, whilst a sweet and pious emotion seemed to over­
power all those who had the happiness of assisting thereat.
“The feast has not yet ended for the hospice. Monseig­
neur, seated in a large hall, received all the members of 
the household. The children and the young girls came in 
turn to express to His Lordship their happiness and their 
gratitude. With exquisite goodness, Monseigneur thanked 
the orphans, congratulated the singers, and distributed to 
all present, graceful mementos of the lovely feast.
14
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“The following day, still in the spirit of the feast, after 
having offered the Holy Sacrifice, the Bishop was pleased 
to visit the orphans’ department, and the wards of the 
hospice. Never before had the old men, the siek, the or­
phans, assisted at such a festivity; never had it been their 
privilege to come so closely in contact with the goodness 
and the touching simplicity of so illustrious and so kind a 
Pastor. His Lordship had for each one, especially the sick, 
some gentle, soothing word that found its way to the heart. 
Hence, the tears of some, the smiles of others, the joy of 
all, were the grateful, loving response animating all hearts.” 
I  have the honor to be, in the love of J esus and 
M a r y  Immaculate, Most Honored Father,
Your very humble and obedient Daughter, 
Sister Th. Pagliano,
U. d. o. c. s. o. t. p. s.
SAINT W ALFROY.
The Echo of Saint Walfroy announces that His Em ­
inence Cardinal Langenieux, Archbishop of Rheims, has 
just established a Confraternity in honor of Saint Walfroy 
in the Church of the Pilgrimage served by the Priests 
of the Mission.
The object of this Confraternity, says the Echo, is to 
glorify G od, in honoring the great Saint who has evangel­
ized our land, and to obtain, through his powerful inter­
cession, the graces which are necessary for our sanctification 
and salvation.
I t  imposes no obligation; the members are counselled to 
recite every day after the prayer, the invocation: “Saint 
Walfroy pray for us.”
All the faithful may become members of this Confra­
ternity. I t  suffices to give their family and baptismal 
names, that of their parish, and its Post Office, in order to 
be inscribed upon the register of the Confraternity; the first
15
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year the offering is ten cents, afterwards, annually five cent»*
This small alms entitles them to a share in the fifty-sev­
en Masses said every year for the members, living and 
dead; and at their death, a Mass will be offered specially 
for the repose of the soul of each member. Those who- 
fulfil the conditions prescribed, can gain, every year, six 
plenary indulgences. Besides all this, in most willingly 
approving the Rule for the Confraternity of Saint Walfroy, 
His Eminence has granted one hundred days* indulgence 
to every pilgrim who, being in the required disposition, 
will perform his devotions at the church of the Pilgrimage.
The following is the translation of the Episcopal Ordi­
nance canonically erecting this Confraternity;
‘‘Benedict Mary Langenieux, Cardinal-Priest of the 
Holy Roman Church, titular of St. John Before the Latin 
Gate, by the divine mercy and the favor of the Holy Ap­
ostolic See, Archbishop of Rheims, to all to whom these 
Letters shall come, health and benediction in Our Lord.
“Wishing to favor and augment the piety of the faithful 
towards St. Waifroy, and, approving of the desires of de­
vout pilgrims who, even from distant regions, flock to the 
church dedicated to St. Walfroy, Hermit, we do erect, and 
by these Presents declare to be erected, a Confraternity 
under the title St. Walfroy,in the church dedicated to him 
on the summit of the mountain of the same name.
“Furthermore,—we grant to the Superior of the House 
of the Priests of the Mission, built on said mountain, and 
to his successors, the power to enroll the faithful in this 
Confraternity.
Given at Rheims, signed and sealed by us, having like­
wise the signature of our Chancellor, December first, in the 
Year of Our Lord, 1897.
(Signed;) -f- B. M. Ca r d . L a n g e n ie u x , 
Archbishop of Rheims.
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From the following details it may be inferred that, al­
though the Pilgrimage is rather difficult to accomplish, 
much good is done at Saint Walfroy.
Novena at Saint Walfroy.—A vast concourse of people 
attended this no vena which was made from Oct. 21st, to 
All Saints. About nine hundred persons took part in the 
exercises.
In this multitude, all classes of society could be distin­
guished: priests, religious of both sexes, with the faithful 
from the neighboring dioceses of France, Belgium, and 
Luxembourg.
Retreat of the month, for Ecclesiastics.—Wednesday, Jan. 
25th, feast of the Conversion of St. Paul, closed the Re­
treat for the ecclesiastics of the vicinity.
This devout and edifying reunion coincided with a feast 
very dear to the Priests of the Mission,—the anniversary 
of the birth of their Congregation (Jan. 25, 1617), of 
which xlbelly wrote: “For this reason, the Missionaries of 
the Congregation (of St. Vincent de Paul) celebrate with a 
special devotion the date of the Conversion of this holy 
Apostle, in commemoration of which this new Paul, their 
Father and Founder, happily commenced on this day, his 
first Mission, followed by the many others, bringing about 
the conversion of so great a number of souls, and contrib­
uting most advantageously to the extension of the K ing­
dom of J esus C h r is t .”
The sanctuary was adorned with its most beautiful orna­
ments; the Relic of the Blessed Father of the Missionaries 
rested upon a throne. After Benediction, all the priests 
kissed with religious respect this Relic of the model of the 
priesthood, begging him to obtain for them the grace to imi­
tate his virtues and walk in his footsteps. Twenty-four 
priests were present; among them two deans.
2
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NOTICES
ON T H E  AN CIENT ESTABLISHM ENTS
OF THE CONGREGATION OF THE MISSION.
TR EG U IER .
The Annals have already published interesting notices 
on some of the ancient establishments of the Congregation, 
notably those of Marseilles and Rochefort. On occasion of 
the translation of the relics of a man of G o d : Father 
Thepault, lord of Rumelin, on whom Abelly bestows 
encomiums in his Life of St. Vincent (Bo^k I., Chap. 
X L V I.), the Founders of the Seminary of Treguier were 
traced out by Canon Daniel, in a discourse which we are 
most happy to present to the readers of the Annals. Thus 
shall we furnish in oratorical form, an additional page for 
the notices on our ancient establishments. All will appreci­
ate the literary merit of this discourse, therein recognizing, 
moreover, piety and sympathy for the work of St. Vincent.
Suscitabo mihi sacerdotem fidelem qui 
jux ta  cor meum et animam meamfaciet.
“ I will raise rae up a faithful priest 
who shall do according to my heart 
and my soul.7’ (I. Kings, II., 35.)
M y  L o r d , 1 
M y  B r e t h r e n ,
To consecrate by a pious tribute and by the homage of 
our gratitude, the blessed memory of this man of faith, of 
this priest, founder of the Seminary of Treguier, whose 
venerated relics, gathered from the old chapel, find a place 
of honor in the splendor of the new sanctuary; does this 
not appear to be the signification of this family ceremonial, 
at which our beloved Father has deigned to preside?
1. His Lordship, Mgr. Fallieres, Bishop of Saint Brieuc and Treguier.
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But, independent of the effort of our thought, the sub­
ject, suggesting itself, forms its own expanded outline. 
We are borne away on the wings of the past. Upon the 
cradle of this Seminary there seems to spring up and re­
vive precious recollections, noble and cherished reminis­
cences entwining three figures, all being resumed in three 
names: St. Vincent de Paul, Mgr. Balthazar Grander,
' °  0  7
Canon Thepault of Rumelin.
Your piety, My Brethren, will allow me, nay, it will 
even pardon me the digressions into which the expression 
of my humble thoughts may betray me, w’hilst lending 
scope to my desire of worthily interpreting this ceremonial. 
Are we not here to glorify Our Lord J esus C h r ist  and 
His Church, to glorify also this illustrious See of Treguier, 
and this dear House?
I.
Grand and holy was the work inaugurated here in the 
middle of the seventeenth century. To form a correct 
idea of this, we must transport ourselves to an epoch much 
more remote.
The wars of the Reformation had bequeathed to our 
country a religious condition sad,—most sad indeed. Muti­
lated by the Huguenots, France suffered in her people: 
she was paying the penalty, over and above all, in her 
priests. The degenerated clergy had so sunk into an 
abyss of degradation,—that to day, even after the lapse of 
three centuries, an inexpressible sorrow takes possession of 
the mind as we contemplate the melancholy situation.
And, first of all, ignorance was rampant. The ancient,
sacerdotal schools had crumbled into ruin. Seminaries?__
France knew not of them yet. There was no course of 
severe study, no higher formation of the soul, to prepare 
for Holy Orders those who, in receiving them, pledged 
themselves to be thenceforth, the light of the world and 
the salt of the earth.
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In such hancta what was to become of the Evangelical 
ministry? What was to become of the administration of 
the Sacraments? One shudders at the details given bv St. 
Vincent de Paul:1 the Christian pulpit silent, deserted. 
No more sermons on Sunday, no more catechism. De­
prived of all religious instruction, the people were igno­
rant of the truths most indispensable for salvation, some­
times even—according toAbelly—of the existence of God:2 
Quomodo credent et quern non audieruntf Quomodo au- 
tern audient sine prcediccinte? “How shall they believe in 
Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they 
hear without a preacher? (Rom. X ., 14.)*’
Nowhere was the evil greater than in the country-places. 
Hideous superstitions had supplanted the sacred customs 
of Christianity, and the ancient rural integrity had yielded 
place to unsound morals.
As to the clergy, so reckless of the obligations of duty, 
even on the score of morality all had changed for the 
worse; new scandals were daily adding to the grief of the 
Church,— to the ruin of souls, whilst rejoicing the Reform­
ers and defraying the expense of their meeting-houses. 
“The word priest/7 says an historian of that epoch, “ has 
become a synonym of ignorance and debauchery.” 3 And 
Father Bourdoise, the friend of St. Vincent, did not 
in the least exaggerate when, beside himself with grief, 
he exclaimed: “I t  may be said, and it is as true as it is 
lamentable, that most of the evil that is done in the world 
may be laid to the charge of ecclesiastics.” 4
1. See L ife o f St. Vincent de P au l, by Abelly, Book I. Chap. XXIII;
—by Abbé Maynard, Vol. II., chap. I. p. 2. Paris, 1860.
2. Abelly, Book I., Chap. I.
3 L ife\of Father de Condren, by Father Amelotte, Part II., Chap. VII.
Cf. Homily on the Irregularities of the Three Orders, by Camus, Bishop of
Belley.
4 L ife of Father Bourdoise, by Father Bouchard, Book I.— “ We
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And what shall we say of Brittany,— of our own dear 
Brittany? Was she spared the forfeiture? Alas! what deso­
lation followed the desperate conflict of the League, longer 
and more irreparable in its effects here than elsewhere! 
Ruined lands, —ruined souls!... Let us recall the history 
of Le Nobletz and Maunoir: in this history we shall find 
the startling revelation that in our cities, in the heart of 
our country-places, in our islands, there were religious 
ignorance, superstitions, disorders..., sacerdotal miseries.
Such is the historical fact,—the heart-rending reality! 
‘ As the posters, so were the people,” »St. Vincent de Paul 
feared not to repeat.—Why ignore the truth? As yet, I 
have but lifted one corner of the veil: respect for this 
audience and for the innocence of the youth here present, 
forbid me to enter into further detail. The Church which 
could surmount such trials,—which could survive such 
crises, must indeed, be divine. “ Is it not the property of 
the Church to vanquish when she is wounded? to triumph 
when she is abandoned?” cried out St. Hilary in the 
gloomiest stages of Arianism: Hoc Ecclesioe proprium est, 
ut tunc vincat cum Iceditur, tunc obtineat cum deseritur. 
(Book V II . de Trin.)
Where were to be found the remedies for these evils? 
true, the general assemblies of the French clergy, the pro­
vincial councils, the diocesan synods multiplied decrees 
and ordinances; our kings, Henry IV . and Louis X II I . ,  
time and again, issued edicts: all to little purpose. Quid 
leges sine moribusf The evil called for other remedies,— 
heroic remedies.
must,” said St. Vincent de Paul, “put forth some effort to meet this great 
need of the Church, which has fallen into decay in many places, owing to 
the disedifying lives of some priests; thus do souls perish through their 
fault, and it is but too true that the present depravity of the ecclesiastical 
state is the principal cause of the evils that have fallen upon the Church 
of G o d . ”  Abelly, Book I., Chap. XXVI.
2* , ' ;
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Now, behold the God of mercy, the Christ who loves 
His Church above all things, the Christ “ who loves the 
I  ranks,’’opposing heroic remedies to the immense evil, so 
deeply rooted. Never before had our Church of France 
witnessed a dawn of sanctity comparable to the rays which 
illumined her in the first half of the seventeenth century! 
The spirit of the apostolate breathed upon our native land ; 
it was the renewal of a fruitful, vivifying Christian sap; 
an era of resurrection had opened. To snatch France 
from the abyss of irreligión and disorder wherein impi­
ous wars had plunged her, to reconstruct Catholic gener­
ations, to readjust the sanctuary, to restore to the Eldest 
Daughter of the Church her primitive beauty, bishops and 
priests, Christian men and women, both in the world and 
in the cloister, strive heroically, and they succeed in their 
sublime enterprise. Do we need to be reminded of Bérulle, 
Bourdoise, Condren, Eudes, Benigne Joly, OHer...and so 
many others. And those admirable women, Frémyot de 
Chantal, Acarie, Miramion, LeGras..,and scores of others? 
And here in our own land of Brittany, Noel Mars, Quin­
tín, Rigoleuc, Michel Le Nobletz and his two sisters, 
Margaret and Anne, de Kerlivio, Maunoir...and a host of 
others.
Truly, Almightly G o d  had not abandoned the souls re­
deemed by J e s u s  C h r i s t ; G o d  ceased, not to love the 
land of France. The Almighty still loved as He does ever, 
the old land of Armor!1
In this work of the apostolate of regeneration, one 
name rises uppermost to our view; let us bow down, My 
Brethren, and salute it. Let us pay tribute of homage to 
this man, to whom it was given to discover remedies for 
all disorders,— to provide consolations for all miseries: the 
reformer of popular ignorance and of the morals of the 
clergy,—the promoter of the religious life, the organizer of
1 Armorica, the ancient name of Brittany.
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charity,the defender of orthodoxy against the new heretics ; 
let us salute this great man, let us venerate the Saint, let 
us salute Vincent de P au l!
Almighty G od raised him up to give body and form 
to all manner of devotedness,—to establish upon a solid 
and durable foundation, the future of Catholicity in France, 
and upon this imperishable basis to secure our priesthood: 
Suscitcibo mihi sacerdotem jidelemqui juxta  cormeum et cini- 
man meam faciet.
The renewal of France in the faith, and in blameless 
morals: St. Vincent provided for this first need, by his Con­
gregation, which went about giving Missions; preaching 
everywhere the Gospel to the poor, above all by predilec­
tion,—to the poor, abandoned country people: the most 
momentous result of these Missions was the preservation 
of Catholicity to France.
To reform the secular clergy in France, to elevate it by 
study, by discipline, and by the realization of its sacred du­
ties that it might reach, once more, the high standard of its 
divine vocation : second and most important need provided 
for by St. Vincent: the clergy ennobled and sanctified,— 
is not this the corner-stone of the edifice?
This reformation of the Catholic clergy, had been in­
serted by the Council of Trent in the reform of clerical 
education; the establishment of Seminaries—decreed with 
transports of joy by the sacred assemblage—was to create 
a new clergy, by causing the ancient vivifying sacerdotal 
sap to circulate anew and most abundantly throughout 
the sanctuary.
All over Europe, indeed, appeared the dawn of the epoch 
in which Seminaries were to flourish—through the vigor­
ous impulse given by St. Charles Borromea—in Italy, in 
Germany, and in Spain.
France was behindhand. In France, the decree issued 
by the Council of Trent had to struggle in its encounter
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with the opposition of parliaments, the inexplicable jeal­
ousy of the Universities, and religious disturbances. In 
vain, did a Bishop of St. Brieuc, Nicholas Langelier, illus­
trious for his faith, his eloquence, his patriotism, set out 
with apostolic intrepidity, in 1579, to bear to Henry I I I .,  
the remonstrances of the general assembly of the clergy, 
held at Melun, urging the Sovereign to enforce the decrees 
ordained by the Holy Council of Trent.1 After several 
other fruitless efforts, in vain had the assembly of the cler­
gy in 1629, protested against the delay, declaring that 
with the fostering care of the Seminaries, sacred science, 
piety, the dignity of sacerdotal morals, all, would again 
flourish. France had not a single Seminary when, whilst 
the storm of the Fronde was at its height, St. Vincent de 
Paul opened the first Seminary at Paris, in the College des 
Bon Enfants, February, 1642. By a happy coincidence, his 
disciple and friend, Father Olier had gathered together 
a small Community of priests who, the year following, 
founded Saint Sul pice; and Father Eudes founded at 
Caen, the first Seminary of the Province.
Ere long, Tréguier will have its Seminary. Here Provi­
dence raised up a man, Mgr. Balthazar Grangier, Bishop 
of Tréguier: Suseitabo mihi saeerdotem fidelem qui juxta  
cor meum et animamfaciet.
II.
The soil was already well prepared. Mgr. Balthazar 
Grangier had replaced, in the See of Saint Tudual, a saintly 
prelate, the Dominican, Noël Deslandes, a devout client of 
the Hosary : fervently devoted, moreover, to our ancient
Cf. The Assemblies o f the Clergy of France under the ancient Monarchy, by 
Mr. Alfred Maury, of the French Institute, Review o f  the two Worlds, Feb. 
15, 1819 .— The Reports of the Assemblies o f the Clergy of France.— D e  
Thou's H istory.
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Saints of Brittany,! and who was well-fitted to defend his 
diocese against the heresy of Calvin.
The new incumbent,2 of the Parisian race of noble 
parentage, of the family of Liverdis, branch of Sanguin,3 
was the royal chaplain, Abbé commendatory of the Ab­
bey of St, Bartholemew of Noyon, of the Order of P ré - 
montréz this Abbey of Noy on was a family tenure. His 
immediate predecessor, another Grangier, Nicholas, was 
dowered with this command; and prior to Nicholas, an­
other Balthazar Grangier, who was the first to translate 
into French—and to arrange in verse—Dante’s Divine 
Comed ie A
But why linger among the details of merely curious in­
terest, genealogical and historical? We are here for the 
sake of edification, to recall and to extol the noble deeds, 
the holy works accomplished by this admirable disciple of 
St. Vincent de Paul,
Yes, the disciple of St. Vincent de Paul. Although his­
tory makes no mention of this fact, the episcopal life of 
Grangier eloquently attests that he was trained in this 
school of science and of ecclesiastical virtue. Grangier is 
a Parisian. Now, in Paris, all the priests of merit, all 
true priests, are acquainted with Mr. Vincent,all love him,
THE ANNALS. 189
1 Noel Deslandes, then Visitor General of the Dominican Congregation 
of France, whilst making the visitation of the Convent de Morlaix, ordered 
Father Albert the Great, religious of this convent, to write the Lives of 
our Saints.—This order appeared at the head of the History of the Saints 
of Brittany.—Armorica.
2 Balthazar Grangier, son of Timoléon Grangier, Lord of Liverdis, 
Counsellor to the Parliament of Paris, President of Inquiry, and of Anne 
de Refuge, Sister to Eustachede Refuge de Précy, an illustrious personage ; 
he was Ambassador from France to several counts. (Note furnished by 
Canon Yves Le Cozic.)
3 Sanguin family in Paris, was ranked among the nobility, in 1400 ; 
from this family are descended Lords of Bréthencour, de MafSiers, de Bon- 
court, de Meudon, de Rademont and de Liverdis.
4 Balthazar Grangier, born in the XVI. century, royal almoner, Abbe
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all call upon him frequently. I t  is at St. Lazare that they 
prepare for Holy Orders; thus it was with Olier; and the 
same with Bossuet. They attend those Tuesday Confer­
ences which gather three hundred ecclesiastics around St. 
Vincent, to listen to his words, so simple and Evangeli­
cal,—so truly inspired. “There was not in Paris a single 
ecclesiastic of merit who was not his disciple.”1
Let us listen to the testimony of the illustrious Bossuet. 
Two years previous to his death, writing to Pope Clement 
X I., he declared that from this holy man, he had, at the 
Tuesday reunions—imbibed in all their purity, sentiments 
of Christian piety and the true ecclesiastical spirit.2
These Conferences became a nursery of saintly priests— 
and, had a list been preserved of those who attended them 
even during the lifetime of the Saint, it would be found 
that these names represent, for the space of thirty years, 
all that the Church of France possessed most eminent as 
to ancestry, doctrine, and virtue.3 Above all, might it 
be affirmed, that St. Vincent had presided over a nursery 
of bishops: “His Conferences produced several bishops 
and archbishops of blessed memory, so faithfully did they 
acquit themselves of their duties.”4
Is there anything surprising in this? Realizing the dy­
ing wish of Louis X I I I . ,  Ann of Austria appointed the 
humble priest member of the Council of Conscience, plac­
ing in his hands the minute-book of benefices: and Mr.
commendatory of St. Bartholemew of Noyon, Canon of Notre Dame de 
Paris, Counsellor of State.—His translation entitled: “ L a  Comedie de 
Dante , de V enfer du purgatoire et du paradis , put into French verse, with 
annotations,” was published in Paris in 1596, 3 Vols, in 12.
1 Words of Abbé Saint-Cyran( Memoires o f Lancelot, Vol. I.)
2 Testamur ...ejus p iis  sermonibus at que consiliis veros et integros christi- 
ance pietatis et ecclesiasticce disciplince sensus nobis esse instillatos ( August 2,
3 Cf. Maynard, Vol. II , p. To.
4 Cf. A belly, Book I., Chap. XXVII; Book II. Chap. III.
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Vincent had nothing more at heart than to give to the 
Church of France learned and virtuous bishops. In this, 
despite much opposition, he frequently succeeded; he 
achieved this success for Tr6guier, on the day that he gave 
to the See of Saint Tudual such a bishop as Balthazar 
Grangier.
With what holy dispositions, with what exalted motives 
the new bishop repairs to his flock, we may gather from a 
letter of St. Vincent,1 He wrote, May 11, 1647, to Fa* 
ther Codoing, Superior of Saint Meen (the House of Saint 
Meen had been established two years previously):
‘‘His Lordship, the Bishop of Tr6guier, desires to have 
with him for a month or two, one of our Company to as­
sist him in pushing matters forward, at the outset of his 
episcopal career. He must be in his diocese, ready to en­
ter upon his duties eight or ten days before Pentecost. As 
yet, he has spoken only two or three times in public, un­
der the direction of Father Duchene who induced him to 
take part in a Mission, initiating him in our little method, 
so that he intends never to use any other style. He has a 
good mind, sound judgment, easy delivery; he is well dis­
posed towards our Company, which he proposes to estab­
lish in his diocese, if  he can secure the means of so doing. 
He fears that if he cannot avail himself of this aid in the 
spiritual exercises, as for instance, visitations, exhortations, 
sermons, catechism, there will be neither beginning nor 
continuation of the good that ought to be accomplished. 
Hence, I  appeal to you to carry out this design, and I  beg 
you to repair to Treguier before Pentecost, and to take as 
your companion, Brother N ...”
A h ! I  understand now, why Grangier, consecrated at 
Paris, November 18, 1646, postponed, for more than six
1 Correspondence of St. Vincent de Paul, Paris, 1880, Vol. II., p 41, 
letter 552.
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months, his departure for Tréguier. Meanwhile, his faith, 
his heart, urge him to plunge into the depths of this un­
known Brittany, where souls await his pastoral care; he 
thirsts for these souls, he yearns to be (heir father. And, 
nevertheless, see him, Bishop, Prince of the Church, de­
sirous of entering the school of the humble Sons of Mr. 
Vincent; he begs to be formed to their life, to their works, 
to their method of preaching, to become a Missionary, to 
be an apostle, to learn how to gain souls to J esus Ch r is t ! 
"VYhat say you Christians? Is not this most beautiful, 
most admirable? Yes, truly, and my very soul within me 
is moved. Nor is this all. He would have at his side, a 
Lazarist who will give him counsel, and aid his first epis­
copal efforts, and St. Vincent gives him Father Codoing, 
one of the most remarkable priests of his Company. At 
length he arrives, with the full determination of establish­
ing the Congregation “in his diocese.”
He was not tardy in fulfilling his design. In 1648, the 
Bishop secures at his own expense, the old Kermorvan 
mansion, on the corner of Rue des Perdrix, and Rue de 
Plouguiel (now Rue Saint François);1 he there installed 
the Gentlemen of the Mission, and at once, set himself to 
labor with them for the salvation of the souls so dear to 
him.
First, Morlaix has its Mission, next, Gningamp, then 
Tréguier. From Guingamp, Mgr. Grangier wrote to St. 
Vincent :
“Your letter found us all engaged in our Mission, from 
which I expect great results. One of your priests preaches 
every evening, admirably, and earnestly; another takes 
charge of the principal catechism at one in the afternoon,
1 In his will, Bishop Grangier bequeathed “ to the Priests of the Con­
gregation of the Mission and Seminary of Treguier...the Kermorvan man­
sion.’ ’ (Archives depart., Inventory of the Titles of the Seminary of 
Treguier.) The said house was then his property.
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and he is the admiration of the lowly and of the great; 
another explains the small catechism, and my theologian 
(Canon Duval) preaches every morning in the dialect of 
Brittany. Indeed, all are at work, for I  am not suffered to 
remain idle, as I  preach on two days in the week. We, 
shall all, G od assisting, begin confessions to-morrow. 
These people are very much astonished, not being accus­
tomed to Missions; each one expresses his own view of the 
matter, but always with respect. I  hope that with G od’s 
help, we shall succeed.” 1
In the country-places, especially, deep furrows bear wit­
ness to the word of G od and His grace. The Bishop 
preaches in his turn like the Missionaries; for fifteen and 
and sixteen consecutive hours he hears confessions; and 
the fruits are most abundant. 2 Even in our section, not­
withstanding their ignorance and misery, the people of 
that epoch held fast to the principles of Christianity.
The impulse which had been given, seemed to strengthen 
and expand; other laborers came to the rescue: Father 
Maunoir and his admirable companions of the apostolate, 
of Trémaria, of Pontcallec, of Kerdu, etc. U ntiliiis death, 
which occurred Feb. 3, 1679, the saintly Bishop threw 
himself regardless of self-preservation into the thickest of 
the fray. I f  even Father Maunoir finds it necessary on cer­
tain occasions to reproach him with this excess of zeal, like
1 Abelly, Book IV., Chap. 2, § 6.
2 In the year 1650, Mgr. Grangier, treating with Mr. Vincent of another 
Mission, wrote him in these terms : “I thank you for the faithful ministry 
of the Gentlemen, your four priests, in the Mission given at this place. 
Their capacity, their zeal, their assiduity in preaching and hearing con­
fessions have been so remarkable that they could not fail to be attended 
by great success. I may say that all the inhabitants of this place are 
converted, and I have every reason to bless G o d  for having furnished me
through you with these excellent laborers. In the pulpit, Father N"__
possesses a vigor that is altogether irresistible. I have him already in 
view for the Mission of N ... in the coming year.” Abelly, ibidem.
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a trae successor of the Apostles, that he was, Grangier will 
reply; “I  now recognize the fact that there are circum­
stances wherein moderation becomes impossible. We must 
then leave to G od the care of the pastor and His ministers, 
to devote ourselves entirely to the salvation of the flock.” 1
Thus it happened also in the case of another incompara­
ble shepherd,—the Bishop of Saint-Brieuc, Denis de la 
Barde, that prelate so zealous for ecclesiastical discipline, 
for orthodoxy, and himself a true Missionary; At the 
Mission of Trévé for example, in 1672, “how restrain our 
tears,” writes Father Maunoir, “at the sight of this illus­
trious and venerable bishop, white as a swan, arriving very 
early every morning, and there upon a rude bench that 
served him for a confessional, hearing without distinction 
all the penitents who presented themselves....Be Thou 
blessed, a thousand times, my G o d ,, for having given to 
Thy Church of Brittany these saintly bishops!2
De la Barde, Grangier; Yes, two saintly bishops. Who 
could have predicted to them,—to these valiant men, that 
in forming so perfectly, the faith and Christian morals in 
their dioceses of St. Brieuc and Tréguier, they were pre­
paring for the future a new and immense diocese, which 
now inherits the fruits of their apostolic labors, and blesses 
their memory?
Besides, both were destined to realize another and more 
important work: the foundation of a Seminary. Grangier 
takes the lead: he will have his Seminary of Tréguier six 
years earlier than Denis la Barde has his at Saint-Brieuc.
Already, it is true, under the direction of the Lazarists, 
the Trécorois clergy attended the exercises of the Retreats; 
and the House of the “old Mission” even sheltered some 
ecclesiastical students, as is clear from a letter of Mr.
1 History of Father Maunoir, by Father Séjourné, S. J., Vol. I., p. 
369, Paris, 1895.
2 Idem, Vol. II., p. 156.
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Vincent to Mgr. Grangier, Jan. 28, 1652.1 Already it is, 
in some sort, a “Seminary;” but Grangier wishes to found 
a real Seminary, “ if he can secure the means of doing so.”
This means G o d  will furnish the Bishop with. And 
here is presented to us the man of this noble work,-another 
instrument of Providence,—Canon Thépault of Rum el in ! 
Suscitabo mihi sacerdotem fidelem qui juxtci cor meum d  
animam meamfacid.
I I I .
Messire Michel T h é p a u l t , 2 priest, and lord of Rumelin 
comes of a stock most illustrious in our history of Brit­
tany; among others, one Oliver, Knight of Charles de 
Blois, has just presented the Inquiry for canonization of 
the pious prince to whom Brittany will soon be authorized, 
we trust, to pay public and national veneration. As to the 
descendants of Thépault, they are to be found in many 
families of our native land, and city, still preserving in 
honor their traditional integrity, noble principles, and re­
ligious fidelity. Next to the founder of the Seminary, the 
most distinguished member of the Thépault family is Mgr. 
Hervé Nicholas Thépault of Breignou (1745-1766), Bishop 
of Saint Brieuc, the “Father of the Poor,” and who re­
sided at the Seminary with the Lazarists; it might, truly 
be said of his great-uncle of Rumelin, that the love of St. 
Vincent de Paul and of his Company seemed born with 
him.
The Thépault motto was most beautiful! Under the
1. Having reminded Mgr. Grangier that the Missionaries should not as­
sume the direction of externs in the cities : “ I have nothing to object to 
your proposition concerning confessions in the chapel o f the Seminary with 
regard to the jpriests trained there by your a u t h o r i z a t i o n (Correspondence 
of St. Vincent de Paul, Vol. II. ; p. 389, letter 843.)
2. Thépault, branch of Bilsic, lord of Brégniou, parish of Plouvien,— 
lord of Rumelin,—of Mesaudren, parish of Guimaec, etc. (Pol Potier de 
Courcy, Nobiliaire et armorial de Bretagne, vol. II., edition 1890). Not­
withstanding all our researches, we are still uncertain as to which parish
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shield “ o f gules, at the cross pierced with gold, to the right 
o f  a network o f the sam e,” glittered the words: “G od 
ruling a ll!”
Michel Thépault studied at Paris, probably in Navarre, 
and he took his degree in canon and civil law. Was he, 
like Balthazar Grangier, acquainted with Vincent de Paul, 
and his Companions, whence all souls of rare merit im­
bibed the ecclesiastical spirit? Doubtles he was. He seems 
ever to return to his native city burniug with zeal for G ob 
and His glory: “ God ruling all!”
Messire Thépault had been first rector of Pleumeur- 
Bodou and of Plougasnou: these two parishes will abide in 
his memory. Later, he is made Canon of the Cathedral 
of Tréguier, and penitentiary of the diocese.1
Above the Rue des Buchers, on the confines of the 
episcopal city, was a manor, one of the stones of which 
still transmits the date of construction 1572; Messire 
Thépault purchased this property from “Miss Renée de 
Mousterou, lady-dowager of Kerroch,” and took up his 
residence there. Truly, this small manor is a relic; it is 
now used as the bakery of the preparatory Seminary: how 
many fervent prayers have impregnated these venerable 
walls!...In front of this mansion are court-yards, inclosed 
gardens, another house, two others with inclosures,— Parc 
an Croaz and Parc Kermadec; in fine a whole estate.
Canon Thépault was not alone; there was with him a 
pious widow, his sister, 2 “Lady Fiacre Thépault, owner
rightfully claims the estate of “ Rumelin.” We find a Thépault, foundress 
of the TJrsulines of Morlaix, a Guy Thépault, canon of Beauport, rector of 
Etables, a William, Abbé of Perdigou ; present alliances : those of Villen­
euve, of Rerninon, of Saint Pierre, etc. The name of Thépault of Bréignou 
is always conspicuous (Dinan).
1 Archives departmental, contract of foundation.
2 Some are inclined to believe that she was his niece : but we think that 
more likely she was his sister.
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of Trezel; 1 both possessed wealth but had no heirs. We 
read in the Awn ales des Saints, that a noble couple of 
Rome, Patrician John and his wife being childless, had 
chosen the Blessed Virgin M a r y  to inherit their fortune. 
A similar thought, a heaven-sent thought, visits ThGpault 
de Rumelin and the mistress of Trezel: their heir will be 
the Holy Church of Our Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t ; to this heir 
they will bequeath...the Seminary of Treguier: “ G o d  
ruling all lv
And we come now to the sixteenth day of March, 1654, 2 
let us cherish this date,—a birthday anniversary, a sa­
cred date;—by notarial deed, drawn up before Vincent 
Robin et Raoul Loriou, “ notaries of the Regaires de Treg­
uier and provosts of LantrSguier,” Messire Michel The- 
pa lit de Rumelin, gives to the Reverend Father Vincent 
de Paul, Superior General of the Congregation of the 
Mission, “ this whole estate, with all the scattered rents 
of its dependencies throughout the country, 3 together 
with the sum of seven thousand, seven hundred livres,— 
“ for the construction—upon the said plot of ground—of a 
Seminary, of which the Priests of the Mission will have 
charge. In the aforementioned Seminary, the ecclesiastics 
of the diocese, aspirants to Holy Orders, can imbibe the 
spirit of their sacred profession, and prepare for the re­
ception of Holy Orders; acquiring therein, also, the 
science and piety necessary to enable them to faithfully 
discharge their functions; and those who have already 
attained all these benefits, may strive after greater per-
1 Trezel Pleubian. The oldest branch extinct in Kerroignant; the 
branch of Trohubert, is no longer to be traced in Le Roux.
2 Archives departmental, contract of foundation.
3 An inheritance, a plot of ground called the Toulan san covenant, in 
the parish of Pommerit-Jaudy; the Piladen  in the parish of Pleudaniel, 
to the fief of Coatguennou; a chapelry at Hengoat (Id.)
3
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fection, the better to fit themselves for the worthy cele­
bration of the divine offices,—to profitably instruct the 
people by means of the catechism and sermons, and to 
administer to them the Sacraments of the Church with 
edification.”
The Seminary was founded,— being one of the first in 
France; for, in 1660, the Company of St. Vincent, as yet, 
had under its direction only five Seminaries.
On May 23, 1654, Bishop Grangier signs the contract 
for the donation, which, in his turn, St. Vincent de Paul 
accepts and ratifies on the 25th of the following July; in 
what terms we shall hear:
“We, Vincent de Paul, most unworthy Superior General 
of the Congregation of the Priests of the Mission, with all 
possible respect and reverence, receive the gift which Mgr., 
the most illustrious and Rt. Rev. Bishop of Treguier has 
made by the present act drawn up,— to our little Com­
pany; and we promise to observe and to accomplish the 
conditions herein stipulated. In witness whereof, we have 
signed these Presents with our own hand, at Saint-Lazare- 
lez-Paris. this twenty-fifth day of July, in the year one 
thousand, six hundred and fifty-four, y i n c e n t  D E PA U L .”  
Ah! this signature,—and this is not the only time 'that 
we find it, on the deeds of foundation in the archives of 
our departments;—in a bold and vigorous hand, the dash 
of the sign-manual finished in elegant style; through the 
mist of tears, and with an indescribable emotion we have 
pressed our lips to: the signature of St. Vincent dePaul!...
Here isa striking coincidence!...On this same day, July 
25, 1654, 1 at Tr6guier, a new contract for deeds of a 
holy liberality emphasize the design of Messire Thepault 
de Rumelin. I t  is a happy thought to provide against 
the faults into which ecclesiastics may be surprised in the 
discharge of their sacred functions; it was in accordance 
1 Archives departmental.
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with this intention of the Council of Trent that he had 
founded the Seminary of Tr6guier. He chose as its D i­
rectors the Priests of the Mission, because th^y seemed— 
to his mind—“to be those who in this century labor with 
that" earnest intention that must secure a blessing, as may 
be proved from their labors at Saint-Meen and even in this 
diocese, where the said Priests labor most successfully.” 
He speaks with a loving admiration of his bishop, “ whose 
goodness is only equaled by the zeal with which he watches 
over his flock.” Finally, he gives thought to what in a 
Seminary is the principal edifice, the centre, the focus, 
whence radiate to the vocations of the sanctuary, life, light, 
the pure love of G o d , and of souls: the church, which 
edifice will be dedicated to the Blessed Trinity,—to Our 
Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  the Divine Priest, to the Blessed Vir­
gin M a r y  Immaculate, and under the special vocable of 
the glorious St. Joseph, whom he chooses as the titular of 
the said church, to evidence his confiding love and trust in 
the powerful intercession of his favorite Saint.”
Have you well understood, My Brethren: the Virgin 
Immaculate? Do we not recognize here the former pupil 
of this Sorbonne, always so zealous a promoter of the doc­
tr ine  of th e  Immaculate Conception! And this filial devo­
tion to St. Joseph, at a time, when that devotion had scarce 
emerged from the shade wherein it had remained for six­
teen centuries,—since the dawn of Christianity ¡...Are not 
these words the echo, the perfume, the reflex, of the soul of 
a saintly priest?
In September of this same year, letters patent were 
granted; these letters were signed: Louis, with the great 
royal seal. And, immediately the holy work is commenced. 
Year after year, from 1655 to 1659, edifices were raised, 
and these successive constructions bore the Th6pault en­
sign armorial “on the most conspicuous places,” 1 as may
1 IC Which arms and marks of nobility of his family will be placed as
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be seen in many parts. Finally, from 1659-1660, the chap­
el was raised; in 1661 a miraculous cure was wrought 
there.
How the holy man had hastened to locate here the Semi­
nary “which is at present, says an act of 1659, “ in a pri­
vate house of Rue Colvestre, the building being very nar­
row and inconvenient, and, therefore, unsuited to the great 
number of ecclesiastics usually residing there, besides those 
who come, from time to time, for the spiritual Retreats!” 1 
And to supply this want he multiplied his liberality. Au­
gust 6, 1659, St. Vincent writes to the second Superior, 
Father Dupont (Rev. Denis Pennier, was the first):2 Here 
is a letter which I have the honor to wrrite to Father 
Rumelin, through gratitude for his favors both old and 
new.”3
Amon£ these benefits— we mention the foundation of 
three Missions in perpetuity,“each to be given every twelve 
years, in parishes of Pleumeur-Bodou, Plougasnou, Pleu- 
bian, by the Priests of the Mission of Tr6guier, for which 
foundation he gave one thousand, nine hundred and twen­
ty livres.” 4
This generosity finds imitators. Now, it is the Canon 
theologian, the same that preached and heard confessions 
in the dialect of Brittany during the Missions given by 
Mgr. Grangier and his Lazarists,—Father Duval, whom
well in relievo as otherwise, on the most  ^conspicuous parts, both within 
and without the said church, as likewise on the houses and other buildings 
of its dependencies.’ ’ Act of foundations.
1 Archives departmental.
2 The first Superior whose name we have been able to trace, was Rev. 
Dennis Pennier, then Father Dupont, Rev. Charles Leblanc, Rev. Louis 
Bréant, Rev. James Henin (in 1672). The last Superior was Rev. Honoré 
Lallier, a native of Picardy.
3 Correspondence of St. Vincent de Paul, Vol. IV., p. 432, letter 1910.
4 Act of Dssember 1674.—Archives departmental:
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St. Vincent thanks for his charity “of which our little Fam­
ily frequently experiences the effects.” 1 Again, it is F a­
ther Henry, the treasurer, to whom the Saint sends the 
touching expressions “of his gratitude.” 2
As to Mgr. Grangier, the praises of St. Vincent are 
never exhausted. “ I thank G od ,” he wrote to his priests, 
“ that it is your privilege to labor under so good a prelate, 
who in so many ways, contributes by his example and 
his solicitude, to the sanctification of his clergy, and the sal­
vation of his people. May G od preserve him and fill you 
with his spirit, that you may respond to his holy inten­
tions!7’3 Thus, in 1675, he joined to the Seminary the 
three chapelries of Saint-Michel, Sainte Anne, Ancerf; also 
in 1675, those of Pontronsault and of Parc-en-Bellec. 4 
Again, the great heart of Mr. Vincent frequently goes 
out to his Seminarians of Tréguier. “I  salute affection­
ately and tenderly,” he writes to the Superior Dupont, De­
cember 16, 1657, “your heart and your family, and I  beg 
Our Lord to bless them so abundantly that the blessing 
may gush forth upon the Seminary, and that all these Gen­
tlemen into whom you strive to instil and render perfect 
the ecclesiastical spirit, may be thoroughly imbued with 
the same. I  need not recommend them to you: you know 
that they are the treasury of the Church.” 5 The treasury 
of the Church !... These words reveal the sanctity of the 
soul of him that gives utterance to them.
The Family of Mr. Vincent had already drawn from 
this treasury. Attracted by a higher vocation, several of 
the Tréguier Seminarians had repaired to St. Lazare’s,—
1 Correspondence of S t. Vincent de P a u l, Vol. II. Nov. 19, 1653.
2 Idem., Vol. IV. p. 308, letter 1982.
3 Correspondence of S t. Vincent de P au l, Vol., II., p. 338, letter 1838.
4 Archives departmental.
5 Correspondence of St. Vincent de P au l, Vol., III., p. *703, letter 1574.
3*
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among others a Treeorois by birth, Rev. Gilíes Le Merer, 
received at Paris, Oct. 23, 1658.
On a certain day in 1675, a humble applicant seeks ad­
mission to the Seminary of Tréguier,— it is that admirable 
lord of Kerduel, Hingant de Kerisac, who with his heart 
crushed at the death of his young wife, Corentine de Tré- 
maria, gives himself to G od and to souls. Thus likewise did 
his father-in-law of Trémaria consecrate his life,— he the 
illustrious laborer of the first Missions of Father Maunoir. 
Strong in the grace of the priesthood, de Kerisac hastens 
to rejoin Maunoir and his apostolic army. His career is 
short: Gonsummatus in brevi. Jan. 14, 1679, at Pontrieux, 
at the opening of a Mission, he is stricken down upon the 
battlefield.1 But— lend an ear— by his will, dated from 
Kerduel, Oct. 21, 1678, he bequeaths to the Priests of the 
“Congregation of the Mission, of Tréguier, two thousand 
livres,” to commence the rebuilding of the church of the 
Seminary, 2 “ that is, to construct the two annexes.” 3
A few days later, at Tréguier, occurred the death of 
Bishop Grangier: grief for the loss of Father de Kerisac, 
it is thought, shortened his days. Father Maunoir has a 
miraculous revelation at the very moment. He was then 
returning from the Mission of Pontrieux: “Mgr. Grangier 
has just departed this life, said he to his companion. Ah! 
Our Lord wept over His friend Lazarus. Well may I 
weep for the loss of so holy a Bishop, the protector of our 
Missions, and the devoted zelator of souls. And they both
1 The remains of Father de Keresac were taken to Lannion, and in­
terred beside those of his father-in-law, Father de Tremaria, in the church 
of the Ursulines. Both now repose in the chapel of St. Anthony, near 
Kerduel (Pleumeur-Bordou).
2 Archives departmental.
3 Some writers assign to 1685, the construction of the chapel. It was 
completed as we now see it, in 1685. But, as has already been stated/ 
there was another chapel from 1660.
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knelt upon the wayside to recommend to G od the soul o f  
H is faithful servant!” 3
This death occurred on the day following the feast of the 
Purification of the Blessed Virgin, Feb. 3, 1679. Surely, 
he could sing his Nunc dimittis servum tuum,—that Bishop 
whom thirty-three years in the episcopate had rendered so 
glorious before G od and man. How faithful a servant of 
G o d ! and what works! The establishment of the Laza- 
rists and the Seminary at Tréguier, the Communities of the 
Hospitallers and the Daughters of the Cross, of Tréguier, 
the Communities of the Ursulines of Guingamp and de 
Lannion, and the numberless Missions wherein he was the 
assiduous, indefatigable laborer: such are his immortal 
claims to the gratitude of the diocese of Tréguier: cujus 
memoria in benedidione. (Ecclus. X L V ., I.)
Now, by his will,2 Mgr. Grangier, besides “his silver 
church-plate, his library, and his Kcrmorvan manor,” also 
bequeathed his heart to his Seminary ; a public act posteri­
or to his death, leaves no doubt as to this bequest of his 
heart .”  3 The heart of this great and holy Bishop has, 
therefore, reposed in your chapel. What has become of it? 
No trace of this treasure has been found despite the most 
minute excavations. What sacrilegious hand may have 
robbed you of this precious deposit? Was it in those days 
of profanation and folly,—that interval during which the 
chapel served as a...dancing hall?...
At least we possess the remains of Mess ire Thépault de 
Rumelin: they are here, it is given to us to look upon 
them. He went home to G od, Aug. 30, 1677. With 
what confidence must he not have appeared before G o d ,—  
M a r y  Immaculate and St. Joseph on either side, present­
ing to the Sovereign Judge the Seminary of Tiéguier!
1 Life o f Father Maunoir, by  Father Boschet, Book V.
2Archives departmental.
3 Idem.
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“Lord, behold what I  have done for the honor of Thy 
name,—for the service of thy Church. I  have sought to 
realize the motto of my forefathers: G od ruling all! G od 
above a ll!”
From the foundation of the Seminary, Canon Th6pault 
had provided for his burial.1 He had chosen his tomb, 
not in the choir: the choir will be reserved for the Lazar- 
ists; b u t—edifying detail of humility—in front of the 
chancel. The devoted sister, associated to the holy work, 
and whose noble deeds are overshadowed by her brother, 
will leave this world to rejoin him, Oct. 17, 1686. Upon 
the Th6pault tombstone are inscribed these words: Hvjus 
seminar ii fundator ; what a eulogium ! what glory ! Gen­
tlemen of the preparatory Seminary, to your grateful piety 
be this stone commended, with that of Mme. de Trezel : 
Memoriale in templo Domini. (Zach., V I., 14.)
Sacred bones! rest here in peace, until the hour of your 
glorious resurrection!
What we have just laid before you,-facts gathered from 
countless documents,-all that our feeble powers would fain 
have expressed more clearly,-do not all these sufficiently 
justify the words of our exordium: Yes, the work of G oo  
has found here, laborers worthy of the work,-worthy of 
G o d ? And it appeared to us conducive to the glory of 
G od to summon up these priestly personages,-so admira- 
ably adorned with robust virtues.
The Seminary of Th6pault de Rumelin and of Grangier, 
remained faithful to its holy origin and to the motto of its 
founders: God ruling all! [speak not of those two Broth­
ers, who died in the odor of sanctity, the one who had 
filled the office of baker; the other, a lord d* Alise-la- 
Reine. But who could number the Sacerdotal vocations, 
the fruits of our Seminary! How many good and worthy
] Archives departnental act July 25, 1645.
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priests furnished to the diocese of Treguier! Let the day 
of Revolutionary persecution burst upon them, the ordeal 
will find them, as a whole, strong in faith, after the ex­
ample of your late Bishop, Mgr. Le Mintier; and the 
world shall bear witness to Father Lageat and Father Le 
Gall, with the Miserere on their lips mounting the scaffold, 
not outstripped in the race of martyrdom by that heroic 
young woman, glorious Daughter of your city, — Mme. 
Taupin.
In 1820, the Seminary of Treguier was aroused from its 
long slumber under the vigorous impulse of Father John 
Mary de Lamennais; it must be henceforth only a pre­
paratory Seminary; but this preparatory Seminary, inex­
haustible source of priestly vocations, shall never cease to 
give to the Church, priests, Missionaries, bishops; and 
still, even in our day, does the blessing of G od rest upon 
the institution, upon its Superior, upon its teachers; is 
it not still the most fruitful nursery of the ecclesiastical 
Seminary of the diocese? God ruling all!
And here, beside the venerable walls raised up by the 
faith and the noble munificence of Canon Th6pault de 
Rumelin, there has been erected a fine preparatory Semi­
nary, all resplendent with youth and comeliness; there has 
also been erected a chapel, severe in the simplicity of its 
architecture, and artistic in the richness of its decoration; 
all this publishes the glory of the successor of Grangier,— 
your glory, My Lord; all to the glory of God: God rul­
ing all!
As to you, young men, blessed plants of the sanctuary, 
preserve the traditions of your ancestors. Grow stronger 
under the guardianship of these noble reminiscences, un­
der the protection of St. Tudual and St. Yves, always de­
voted clients of St. Joseph and of M a r y  Immaculate,— 
always faithful to G od . God ruling all!
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AUSTRIA.
Letter from  R e v . F r a n c i s  J a u s o v e c , Priest of the 
Mission, to V e r y  R e y . A. F i a t , Superior General.
St. Joseph’s House of Brundorf, Marbourg, Dec. 23r 189T.
M o st  H o n o r e d  F a t h e r ,
Your blessing, if  you Please!
St, Joseph7» House of Brundorf, near Marbourg, in the 
duchy of Styria, has been in existence only since the 12th 
of last September; consequently, it is the most recent 
foundation of the Works of our Blessed Father, St. Vincent. 
On that day, the Missionaries were solemnly installed by 
the Right Rev. Prince-Bishop. Our house is situated near 
the city of Marbourg, in a most desirable locality; we have 
a large and beautiful church; but the house is small, con- 
taining but eight apartments, affording limited accommo­
dation for three Priests and as many Brothers. The founda­
tion comprises fields, a meadow, a spacious garden and an 
amount of money bequeathed to the Congregation by a 
pious widow* With all this the revenue is quite insuffi­
cient; but, we hope that in time G o d  will provide all 
that is needful.
Our dwelling is in the midst of a population of workmen 
employed in the construction of railways; their number 
amounts to fifteen hundred. I f  to these figures, you add 
the number of wives and children of these laborers, you 
will readily understand the necessity of this foundation. 
All these people were, heretofore, completely destitute of 
all religious succor; hence, we were received with the 
greatest joy. Some of the men have no religion at all; 
but many come with real pleasure to assist at Holy Mass 
and to hear a sermon.
We meet wTith serious difficulty in evangelizing this
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mixed population, consisting of Germans and Slavonians. 
On Sundays and festivals, we are compelled to preach in 
three languages. The labors to which our Missionaries 
devote themselves in this portion of the Lord’s vineyard, 
are solely for the benefit of men void of intellectual cul­
ture and destitute of the goods of fortune. However, 
they are now much better off than formerly.
We have here two Priests and three Brothers. We, 
priests, are overburdened with work. We leave the con­
fessional only to enter the pulpit. Moreover, when I  can 
find some Confrère of another House to replace me, I  
give Retreats; or, with a Confrère from another place, we 
give a Mission ; thus, as far as possible, we discharge the 
first obligation of our Congregation.
In  recommending myself, as well as all the inmates of 
the new establishment to your fervent prayers; and asking 
your paternal blessing,
I  remain, Most Honored Father, in the Sacred Hearts 
of J esus  and His Immaculate Mother,
Your humble Servant,
F r a n c is  J auso vec , C. M.
SPAIN.
In the last number of the Annals, we mentioned certain 
testimonies of esteem, and gratitude given to the Sisters of 
Charity, in consequence of their devotedness towards the 
wounded and sick, during the war of insurrection in the 
West Indies, and the Philippines Isles. The insurgents of 
the latter place, have made their submission; and, in con­
sequence of the decree of Nov. 27, 1897, grauting self- 
government to the Islands of Cuba and Porto Rico, peace 
also has been restored to the West Indies.
The Spanish government highly extols the devotedness
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of the Sisters of Charity. We give the following letter to 
the captains general of Spain, taken from the official jour­
nal of the minister of war:
Madrid, Sep. 29, >897.
“ Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y ,
“The precious advantages afforded the sick and wounded, 
by the devoted care of the Congregation of women, to 
whom have been intrusted the military hospitals in vari­
ous countries, and our own maritime hospitals of Spain and 
beyond the seas, have induced us, recently, to select this 
benevolent society, for the care of the military hospital of 
Madrid. In  virtue of a contract signed by the captain 
general of New Castilleand Estremadura, and the Director 
of the Royal Novitiate of the Sisters of Charity in Spain, 
this arrangement was adopted, and approved by Royal 
favor, Feb. 7, 1896.
“Appreciating duly the services rendered by the Sisters 
of Chaity in this hospital, and in the hospitals of Cuba 
and the Philippine Isles, where they assist and minister with 
tender charity and constant self-denial, to great numbers 
of sick, and the wounded in battle, the Queen-Regent 
wills that the Sisters of Charity be intrusted with the 
military hospitals of her kingdom, there to exercise their 
ministry of charity.
“Her Majesty, the Queen, desires that the captains gen­
eral of the kingdom, have an understanding with the D i­
rector of the Sisters of Charity, and draw up the usual 
conditions required by the said Community.
“ I t  is the will of Her Majesty, that the captains general 
lay before the minister of war, all the measures necessary 
to be taken with regard to hospitals, the locality of which 
would not be suitable for the installation of the Sisters of 
Charity.
“Signed, A z c a r r a g a .”
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N o t e :—The Spanish Sisters of Charity have been offi­
cially requested to serve the military hospitals of Barcelona, 
Valentía, Saragossa and Guadalajara.
Letter from  R e v . N o e l  V i l l a r e j o , Priest of the M is­
sion, to V e r y  R e v . A. F i a t , Superior General.
Badajoz, July 5, 1897.
M o st  H o n o r e d  F a t h e r ,
Your blessing, if  you please !
With this letter, I transmit some details on the death of 
our dear Father Hellade Alvarez, whom we shall never 
forget. I  wrote them at the request of our Superior, as 
well for my own edification, as to make known the quali­
ties, the edifying life, and the holy death of our beloved 
Confrère.
Father Alvarez died as a saint, as a true Missionary; 
and the sweet perfume of his enduring and solid virtues 
still embalms our heart; nor will the fragrance of his virtu­
ous life and of the good example he ever gave us, be soon 
dispelled.—Who ever knew Father Alvarez and did not 
love him? Who ever enjoyed his friendship without ex­
periencing for him deep sympathy and a respectful affec­
tion? Easy of access, most simple in manner, of exquisite 
politeness, he could not but challenge universal love. We 
who,-within the eighteen years of his professorship in our 
dear Central-House, had the happiness of being his pu­
pils— and we constitute at present, the majority of the 
Congregation of the Mission in Spain—shall ever cherish 
in our grateful hearts, the remembrance of his strong in­
tellect, his unerring judgment, his condescension to the 
opinion of others, whenever consistent with truth ; we shall 
ever bear in mind his admirable example of profound hu­
mility, of self-distrust, of respectful submission; his con-
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stant devotion, exempt from all ostentation, simple but 
solid; in fine, his entire life, so truly edifying.
Father Alvarez was at Badajoz but little more than two 
years, when he was attacked with a malignant pneumonia 
which speedily assumed alarming symptoms, and in three 
days put an end to this valuable life; for the most assiduous 
and delicate attentions were powerless to avert the devastat­
ing scourge, and preserve an existence so dear to us.
Eager to save him, and constantly at his side, we vied 
with one another in rendering to him all the attention 
which fraternal charity suggests.
We might relate, for our mutual edification, many touch­
ing incidents connected with this brief illness; but I  shall 
only mention his exact obedience in carrying out to the let­
ter, the prescriptions of the physician, and of him who ad­
ministered the remedies. When the Doctor informed us 
of the gravity of the case, we insinuated to Father Alvarez, 
that it would be well for him to receive Our Lord on the 
octave of the feast of Corpus Christi; and, in so doing, we 
took the precautions suggested by ordinary prudence; but 
he, as it were, offended, replied with humility and mildness: 
“Why do you speak to me in this roundabout way? Why 
not tell me frankly and simply? Oh! yes, I  desire it most 
ardently.” And with a heart all burning with love for 
J e su s , he received Holy Viaticum on Saturday, June 19th. 
During life, he had the habit of preparing very fervently 
for Holy Mass, which he celebrated with great devotion. 
He made frequent visits to Our Lord in the holy Taber­
nacle, spending a long time with the Divine Prisoner.
June 20th, Father Alvarez received Extreme Unction 
with deep piety, and, although very weak, answered the 
questions and the prayers of the Ritual in a clear and 
earnest voice. Besides the Community and the members 
of the household, there were present the Ecclesiastical Gov­
ernor and Procurator, and a Rev. Canon, both guests of the
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bouse; the Rev. Rector, and the professors of the Sem­
inary; the Rev. Pastor and some other priests who had 
just called to inquire for the patient, whose dangerous con­
dition they learned but a few moments before, A great 
many were still ignorant of his illness,—so rapid had been 
the progress of the disease since its development.
From this moment there was an uninterruped succession 
of ejaculatory prayers and loving veneration of the Cross 
of his vows, before which, during his life, we often found 
him kneeling, when we entered his room. On this same 
day, Sunday, the 20th, he gave us a mark of that fraternal 
charity, enkindled by divine love, which filled his heart; 
he called each of us in turn, to express his affection, and 
bid us adieu, until we should meet in heaven, Quiavadoi 
ad Patrem , said he,
In relating these touching details, my heart is still sen­
sibly affected. When I asked him to give us a little word 
of advice, he replied with, the beloved disciple when his 
children sought a similar favor: “My dear brothers, love 
one another, as Saint John recommended. I  can say no 
more, my strength is gone.” This last counsel, which 
moved us to tears, will never be effaced from our mind.
Even when he could no longer articulate, he showed by 
signs his approbation and the pleasure he experienced in 
the ejaculations we whispered in his ear, in Latin, because 
it was the language of the Church. He always spoke in 
Latin during these last days,not in delirium, though great 
was the strength of the fever, yet, with a slight exception, 
he preserved consciousness almost to the last. As we kneelt 
around his deith-b^d, fervently reciting the prayers of 
the Church for the agonizing, coming to these words of the 
last prayer: Aperiantur ei coeli...In regnum tuum, Bom- 
ine, servum tuum suscipe, the gates of heaven opened, and 
the servant of G od, without convulsion or the least strug* 
gle, but with sweet serenity and tranquillity, as the lamp
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goes out for the want of oil, as the sun gently and insen­
sibly sinks below the horizon, this good priest gave up his 
soul into the hands of the Lord; nor could we tell by any 
exterior sign, the precise moment of his dissolution. This 
resembled the flight of an angel to heaven, rather than the 
death of a man on earth.
The city clock at this moment struck one in the morn­
ing, the first hour of the day consecrated by the Church to 
the honor of St. Aloysius Gonzaga, June 21st. I t  is a 
consoling thought, that one of the first favors which this 
angelic youth was pleased to obtain on this day for those 
who had followed in his footsteps, was to conduct Father 
Alvarez into the presence of G od, to enjoy Him for all 
eternity. We are confident that the infinite mercy and 
bounty of G od bestowed this reward upon our dear Con­
frère, Father Hellade Alvarez, for he died as a Saint, as an 
exemplary Missionary,—as a devoted Son of St. Vincent 
de Paul.
Letter from  R e v . J . T o ba r , Priest of the Mission, to 
V e r y  R e v . A . F i a t , Superior General.
Mombeltran, December 31, 1897.
M ost H o no red  F a t h e r ,
Your blessing, i f  you please !
. ..I  cannot allow so favorable an occasion to pass, with­
out giving you a general idea of our first Apostolic labors 
during the Missions commenced in November. We set out 
from Avila, our place of residence, on the 2nd, Commemo­
ration of the Faithful Departed,—and opened our spiritual 
campaign in the parish of Villarejo del Valle, an arch­
presbytery, belonging to the diocese of Avila. To the 
present time, we have given Missions in three parishes: 
Villarejo, Cuevas, and Mombeltran, all situated in a charm-
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ing valley encircled by lofty mountains. The first two, 
comprise about one thousand souls each, and the third, one 
thousand five hundred. In all three, we were received 
processionally, with great enthusiasm and reverence; all 
the inhabitants with their pastor coming to meet us from 
beyond the limits of the locality. All assisted at the morn­
ing and evening exercises of the Mission, notwithstanding 
multiplied difficulties and inclement weather; we were 
much edified by their piety and constancy. Our words were 
received with respectful attention, our counsels and exhor­
tations were obeyed with docility. All the parishioners 
approached the holy Tribunal with humility and repent­
ance, not once, but several times, to purify their conscience 
in the salutary waters of Penance, thus to prepare their 
hearts to receive Our Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t .
In  the first named parish, we gave, during the Mission, 
two thousand two hundred Communions; and, in the same 
proportions, in the other parishes. G o d  be praised, for the 
abundant blessings bestowed upon these poor peasants! 
Ah! how much good can be effected in populations so sim­
ple—the chosen flock of J e s u s  C h r i s t ! The children’s 
Communion is a very touching ceremony, as well as that 
of the young people of both sexes. The renovation of their 
Baptismal vows is equally affecting. What modesty! 
What fervor! What lively faith!...No less edifying is it, 
to witness the piety and devotion with which the people 
approached to adore J e s u s  Crucified, at the conclusion of 
the sermon against blasphemy; all came forward: from the 
little child to the proud and arrogant man. The pomp 
and solemnity of the children’s procession and that of the 
adults, are worthy of admiration.
In fine, Most Honored Father, G od blesses our hum­
ble labors in a wonderful manner. We have gathered 
abundant fruits, and we hope to reap an equal harvest in 
4
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the villages that we have yet to visit, if His divine Maj­
esty will vouchsafe to assist us by His grace.
I  am, in the love of Our Lord, Most Honored Father, 
Your devoted Son,
J o s e p h  T o b a r , c . m .
Letter from  S i s t e r  P a z , Sister of Charity, to V e r y  
K e y . A . F i a t , Superior General.
Alicante (Hospital), December 1, 1897.
M o st  H o n o r e d  F a t h e r ,
Your blessing, i f  you please !
I  desire to acquaint you with the favors bestow’ed upon 
us by our Immaculate Mother, the Virgin of the Miracu­
lous Medal.
The church of our hospital, is in course of erection, 
but resources are necessary to complete it. Our place of 
worship was only a little chapel in a very dilapidated con­
dition; it was to us a subject of deep grief to see our di­
vine Master in so wretched an abode.
But, last year, the Blessed Virgin vouchsafed to come 
to our relief. I  should never end, could I  relate to you all 
the wonders she has wrought in our favor. I  shall only 
tell you, Most Honored Father, that we have had the 
inexpressible happiness of seeing our miserable habitation 
transformed into a beautiful chapel; the altar, tabernacle, and 
pulpit all harmonizing, and worthy of our divine Master.
Last year, we celebrated the feast of the Manifestation 
with the greatest solemnity; that is, we did all that was 
possible. In the morning, high Mass— our Sisters per­
forming the choir service— and exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament; after the Gospel, a sermon by the Master Canon 
of the collegiate church. A Capuchin Father preached in 
the evening: our Sisters chanted the Trisagium and the
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Benediction service. We strove earnestly, Most Honored 
Father, to offer the Blessed Virgin a tribute of love and 
gratitude for all the favors she had obtained for us. The 
chapel was too small to accommodate the immense crowd, 
anxious to unite with us in honoring our Immaculate 
Mother; so, that many persons, not finding room in the 
chapel, filled the corridors, deeply regretting that this 
beautiful feast had not been celebrated in a more spacious 
temple. For the glory of G o d  and of His Immaculate 
Mother, I must acknowledge that we daily obtain signal 
graces by means of the Miraculous Medal,— cure of the 
sick, or the conversion of poor sinners who, touched with 
repentance, no sooner receive this blessed Medal than they 
ask to go to confession.
I  have the honor to be, in the love of J e s u s  and of 
M a r y  Immaculate, Most Honored Father,
Your humble and obedient Daughter, 
S i s t e r  P a z .
Ü. d. o. c.
ITALY.
i
Letter from Sister G o t t o f r e y , Sister of Charity, to Most 
Honored Mother L a m a r t i n i e .
Sienna, December 16, 1897.
M o st  H o n o r e d  M o t h e r ,
The grace of Our Lord be with us forever!
Aware of the interest you take in our wrorks, particu­
larly in the Association of the Children of M a r y , I feel 
that the brief account of our feasts, on the occasion of the 
Fiftieth anniversary of their foundation, will afford you, 
Most Honored Mother, a sweet consolation.
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Sunday, Nov. 28th, was appointed for the celebration, 
that all our young girls might have the opportunity of 
profiting by the grace offered them : the feast was preceded 
by a preparatory triduum.
The chapel, already a gem in architecture and orna­
mentation, was gracefully adorned with hangings, of blue 
and white, intertwined with golden foliage, and bearing 
the monogram of the Miraculous Medal. These streamers 
were suspended to the arches of the side chapel. The . 
statue of the Blessed Virgin with starry crown and spark­
ling ravs, adorned with drapery of gold, silver, and azure, 
and brilliantly illuminated, attracted and charmed the eve.
On the 26th, and the two following days, Masses at dif­
ferent altars were going on until noon: priests of the city 
and environs, having desired to celebrate Holy Mass in our 
chapel on those blessed days, and to profit, by the privileges 
granted on this occasion.
Mass for the Children of M a r y  was offered each day 
at 9 o’clock; this was followed by Benediction; again, in 
the afternoon, Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament at 4 
o’clock.
Our worthy Director, Father Segadelli and his Confrères 
were most anxious to procure for these young girls every 
means of securing the graces attached to this solemnity.
Our Sisters were obliged to resign their seats, the chapel 
being too small to accommodate the young girls; for a 
deputation from three parishes of the city in which are es­
tablished St. Agnes’ Association of Children of M a r y  
came to join them. The Directress of this Association who 
is the Foundress of a most estimable Community specially 
consecrated to the education of orphans, was a pupil of 
our House of St. Jerome, and she has always preserved the 
most friendly relations with the Central-House. At the 
period of Sister Rieunier’s administration, there was no 
other Society of the Children of M a r y  than that of tet*
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Agnes: Sister Rieunier was the Directress, and Sister 
Petrilli President. This good feeling still continues, and 
the Foundress and her Religious had in our chapel, the 
places of honor: in this, Most Honored Mother, we were 
happy to imitate the cordiality of which you have given 
us an example in regard to the Superioress of the Ladies 
of Sion.
I t  was affecting to see among our Children of M a r y , a 
group of young women, formerly members of the Society, 
happy to experience anew in this sacred place, the pious 
emotions and holy joys of their early years.
The Archbishop, a very kind friend to the Sisters of 
Charity, and who highly esteems the good effected by the 
Association, was pleased to honor this feast by his presence. 
On the 28th, at half past seven, he celebrated solemn Mass ; 
before the Communion, he delivered a fatherly and touch­
ing address to his recollected and attentive audience. The 
young girls, one hundred in number, received Holy Com­
munion from the hands of the venerable prelate. Solemn 
Benediction at 4 p. m., closed this beautiful feast, which 
must have made a deep and salutary impression on those 
who assisted thereat. After the ceremony, the Children 
of M a r y  gathered around Monseigneur, and one of them, 
in the name of her companions, offered her most grateful 
homage, presenting him with a beautiful emblem repre­
senting the Immaculate M a r y  crowned. The Archbishop, 
in his turn, gave them some fatherly counsels and distrib­
uted to each a picture, as a memorial of this happy day.
I  could not express, Most Honored Mother, the senti­
ments that filled our hearts during these blessed days: Theo  •>
homage rendered to our Immaculate Mother, the appear­
ance of these young girls on whose countenance beamed 
the happiest emotions; their pious reflections, their eager­
ness to assist at these holy exercises, and to approach the 
4*
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Holy Table;—All this has been for us a subject of praise 
to G od and of glory to our Blessed Mother, to whom we 
are indebted for all these consolations; and it seemed to 
me, Most Honored Mother, that it was a duty to share 
them with you.
But I  must join to this recital an account of a little pri­
vate family-feast in our dear Central-House.
As I  said, Most Honored Mother, our Sisters were 
obliged to make the sacrifice of assisting at these consoling 
feasts,—the chapel being so small. But our good Goo fully 
indemnified us, by procuring for us the happiness of see­
ing our Virgin crowned. In spirit, we assembled at our 
dear Mother-House on the glorious day of July 26th. 
However, we cherished the hope of enjoying here, a favor 
bearing some resemblance to those joyous solemnities; con­
sequently, on December 4th, the archbishop was pleased to 
honor us again with a visit, to bless and place upon the au­
gust brow of the Immaculate M a r y , a 'diadem, facsimile 
of the magnificent crown of the Community.
Our hearts exulted in the honor rendered to our Power­
ful Protectress: Monseigneur himself was deeply affected 
in conducting the ceremony, which seemed to him, as he 
told us, a happy presage of that coronation which M a r y  
would procure for us in heaven, if we prove faithful; and 
that this was the grace he asked for himself and for us, at 
the moment in which he crowned her. This venerable 
prelate then granted us, as a memento of this happy day, 
a special indulgence of forty days for visiting the Blessed 
Virgin, reciting three times the Ave Maria and the invoca­
tion: “O M a r y , conceived without sin,” etc.
I am, Most Honored Mother,
Your most humble and obedient Daughter, 
S i s t e r  G o t t o f r e y ,
U .d.o. c.
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POLAND.
CRACOW.
1897. The Retreat for ecclesiastics was held from the 
20th to the 24th of September in our House of Stradom, 
under the direction of Rev. Father Kiedrowski. Fifty- 
seven priests of the diocese of Cracow took part in these 
holy exercises.
The Retreat, which for the last fifteen years, we have 
been accustomed to give to the people, in our little church 
of Kleparz, took place as usual. As all the neighboring 
parishes have been renewed in faith and piety by means of 
the Missions which our illustrious Prince-Bishop has been 
pleased to establish throughout his diocese, the people 
who followed the exercises of the Retreat, came, for the 
most part, from beyond the frontier, from Silesia, and prin­
cipally from Russian Poland.
The Retreat for the women was from Nov. 29th, to Dec. 
9th. The winter was severe, the roads difficult and toil­
some; besides this, Retreats were given at this same time, 
one in Silesia, the other in Cracow, by the Franciscan 
Fathers, for persons belonging to the Third Order of St. 
Francis; nevertheless, two hundred and twenty women 
from Silesia alone, and a crowd of others from the king­
dom of Poland and the environs, came to assist at the in­
structions of the Retreat given at our church in Kleparz. 
A ll these persons took part therein with true piety and pro­
found recollection. On Friday, Dec. 9th, the last day of 
these holy exercises His Eminence, Mgr. Puzyna, Prince- 
Bishop, was pleased anew to honor our pious assembly by 
his presence. Arriving at an early hour in the morn­
ing, he offered the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and distrib­
uted the Bread of the Strong to the multitude of the faith­
ful; admininstered Confirmation to those who had not
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yet been marked with the sacred sign of this divine Sac­
rament; and finally, addressed a moving discourse to the 
audience, extolling the benefits of the Retreat, in which 
the faithful of both sexes had had the happiness of par­
ticipating.
The worthy prelate applied to his hearers the following 
words from the holy Gospel: “ Blessed are the eyes that 
see the things that you see; blessed are the cars that hear 
what you hear; for many prophets and kings have de­
sired to see the things that you see, and have not seen 
them; and to hear the things that you hear, and have not 
heard them.” ( St. Luke X.) At the commencement of 
his sermon, the prelate explained the important office which 
the Christian woman is destined to discharge in the fam­
ily and in society.
When the time came for the reception of members into 
the various confraternities— and with us, these are very 
numerous — so great was the throng, that it was a diffi­
cult matter to inscribe them. The Archconfraternities of 
the Holy Agony and Holy Face of Our Lord, recently es­
tablished among us, are daily increasing in numbers: it is 
simply wonderful. All who made the Retreat were in­
scribed, and have taken promoters’ cards for their friends 
and neighbors. The Archconfraternity of the Holy Agony 
was erected two years ago; more than eight thousand per­
sons eagerly sought the privilege of being enrolled; and, 
four thousand names have been inscribed in the archcon­
fraternity of the Holy Face since Easter. These things, 
undoubtedly, are not agreeable to Satan; hence, he employs 
every means to hinder persons from coming here: he makes 
any voyage to Cracow difficult, and almost impossible. In 
Silesia, certain ill-disposed minds circulated the false re­
port, that the government had forbidden any on3 to go to 
Cracow; these men would gladly have raised a second 
“Great wall of China,” to obstruct the passage of these
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good people. In  Russian Poland, similar difficulties exist; 
but these generous Christians are not alarmed! Whoever 
wishes to come to Cracow, finds the means of doing so. 
As far as we are concerned, we can only say with Gama­
liel, that if this were the work of men, it would long since 
have come to naught; but, since it is the work of G od, 
since He Himself desires it, all the cunning, all the in­
trigues of men, wil 1 avail nothing. I t  has pleased G od to 
establish our little Company with the view of laboring for 
the salvation of the poor, and this labor will never fail us. 
Our good people seek us everywhere; they follow us 
wherever we go. Scarcely have we finished a Mission, when 
the crowd comes to ask for a Retreat. This is not a human 
invention, it is the work of G o d : He is the Author, and 
we bless Him for it.
M ISSIONS G IV E N  IN  G A LICIA
DURING t h e  y e a r  1896.
(continued.)
This, on our part, was a new defeat to which the Jews 
were subjected: the fourth they have suffered in these re­
gions: on their side, the Jesuits, laboring in the other 
parishes of the Deanery, spared them none the less.
The churches in many of the parishes are very small; 
for this reason we often preached in the cemetery. We 
have beheld a large number of Jews running from every 
direction, coming near to the inclosure; so that the hedge 
planted by the curé, was almost destroyed. You may im^ 
agine the anger of the Jews; they anathematized us in 
their synagogues, and foretold that we would soon perish. 
After our departure, they circulated falsehoods, saying that 
many of us were dead. One of us, said they, was killed
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by a Jew with a stroke of his gun ; another, died suddenly. 
The object of all this, was to make these simple people 
believe that they were released from their temperance 
pledge, and could indulge in drink as formerly, since the 
priests who had received their promises were dead. But, 
our people were not deceived. Rybna, where these reports 
originated, is not far from Cracow. Several persons were 
deputed to ascertain if what the Jews had circulated was 
true. And now that the people are convinced of their in­
sidious tricks hatred for the Jews is intensified. In Gali­
cia, besides the direct motive of th<i Missions; namely, in­
crease of faith, renovation of the Catholic spirit, peace of 
conscience secured by sincere repentance, they bear at the 
present day, the character of a holy crusade against the 
Jews. Every Mission puts them to rout, above all, the Mis­
sions of His Eminence, the Bishop of Cracow, Prince of 
Puzyna. By this means, not only one or several parishes, 
not only one or several associations, but entire districts, 
comprising more than ninety thousand souls are liberated 
from the yoke of the Jews.
At the close of these Missions in a Deanery of the envi­
rons, an inn-keeper, a Jew, ordered of a lithographer at 
Cracow, labels for bottles of liquors, etc. “Ah ! curse the 
Missions,” said he; “they have ruined all our trade; there 
is no more business going on. I t  is useless to look for 
customers among the peasants.”
Three Missions have been given in the diocese of Tarnow :
Ujanowice.—June 2nd, we ended our labors at Rybna, 
and on the 6th, we were obliged to pass beyond Limanowa, 
into the mountains near Nowy-Sacz,to open a Mission at 
Ujanowice, a village in the diocese of Tarnow. In winter 
thé cold here is excessive; and in summer the heat is ex­
treme, even as early as June. For this reason, as far as 
possible, we do not undertake the Missions at these periods; 
but, for the diocese of Tarnow, and particularly for San-
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«deczyzna, there is no difficulty. We have given several 
Missions there. All the pastors here know us; hence, one 
recommends us to the other* and although they have at 
command other laborers, whom we consider better and 
more competent than ourselves, yet they apply to us with 
all confidence; and so cordially, that it is almost impossible 
to refuse them.
The Mission, as usual, was opened on Sunday, June 7th. 
The Rev. Dean and the curate addressed us in most benevo­
lent terms; then speaking to the people they said; As, when 
a man attacked by some serious illness, is not satisfied with 
what his friends advise, or the physicians of the place pre­
scribe, but he orders physicians from a distance, sparing no 
expense for the recovery of his health; so is it with the 
parish. They then exhorted the people to profit by the ex­
traordinary grace of the Mission* Such indeed was the 
case.
The weather wras favorable. The entire parish seemed, 
during the Mission, to be transformed into a place of prayer. 
Not only was Our Lord glorified in the church by relig­
ious ceremonies, sermons, and sincere repentance; but, we 
also heard, morning and evening, the pious canticles of the 
faithful on their way to and from church.
We divided our Mission into four series. The women 
numbered nine hundred; young girls, six hundred; youths, 
seven hundred; men, seven hundred. The work of the con­
fessional was slow, because we were in the midst of* a peo­
ple, at the present day, most uncultured. Besides, in the 
beginning, we were almost destitute of exterior succor; 
being within the octave of Corpus Christi, religious ser­
vices are prescribed at that time in all the churches, conse­
quently, the priests could not give us any assistance.
Here, also, insobriety and Jewish influence had long'pre- 
vailed. After the Mission, the entire parish publicly re­
nounced the former and severed all intercourse with the
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Jews. An old Jew named Abram, was well known there. 
Settling in Ujanowice, seventy years ago, he commenced 
traffic by the purchase of bones, rabbit-skins, eggs, etc.; 
and, shortly after, to make his fortune more speedily, he 
opened a bar-room. I t  was not long before he ruined the 
the inhabitants of the place; in a little while, he came into 
the possession of several farms in the environs and took 
many others on bail. But the property of others does not 
always turn to the profit even of Jews. Some years ago, 
this Abram became insane. His children lost no time in 
getting possession of the farms, and so the poor man, re­
duced to misery, put an end to his life this year. The 
tavern in time became the property of the curé but, gen­
erously renouncing the revenues of the same—which he 
could draw only to the detriment of his parishioners—he 
converted the building into a Catholic assembly hall, 
which we had the honor of blessing at the close of our 
Mission.
(To be continued.)
m
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PORTUGAL.
-------- * - Sa-------♦ — i ” »— ------v " * — -
NOTICE ON REV . EU G EN E E M IL E  M IEL,
PRIEST o f  t h e  m is s io n ,
RECTOR o f  THE CHURCH SAINT LOUIS OF THE FRENCH, 
AT LISBON. HE DIED DECEMBER 5, 1896.
Rev. Eugene Emile Miel was born in the village of 
Samery, near Tonnerre, department of Yonne, diocese of 
Sens; he was the only son of Jean Miel and Marie Rinant.
From his most tender years, this favored child manifested 
that sweet and amiable disposition that characterized him 
throughout life. Piety germinated in his heart at an 
early age. A venerable priest, at present, titular canon of 
the metropolis of Sens, gives this testimony of him: The 
young Miel kept himself aloof from the world, fearing its 
dangers. He took pleasure in the society of the Rev. pas­
tors in the neighborhood of his parish: all recognized in 
this particular attraction, a sign of vocation to the eccle­
siastical state.
Mr. Miel commenced the classics as a lay-boarder at 
Ervy, department of Aube, not far from his birthplace; 
and some years later, continued his studies at the prepara­
tory Seminary of Auxerre. In this establishment, under 
the care of professors no less distinguished by their talents 
than by their sacerdotal virtues, his vocation steadily de­
veloped ; his piety increased, and his conduct, a model of 
regularity, inspired the consoling hope that he was divine­
ly chosen for the priesthood. His studies in the prepara­
tory Seminary of Auxerre, being terminated with a success 
naturally to be expected from so intelligent and diligent a 
student, Mr. Miel entered the ecclesiastical Seminary of 
Sens, for his course of philosophy and theology.
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In this abode of recollection and prayer, grace continued 
its work in the heart of the young Levite; he felt himself 
in his element; under the eye of G od and the paternal 
vigilance of his new professors, he began to practise the 
virtues of the sanctuary:— uniting in a common life, vir­
tue and science the ornaments of the priesthood. Piety, 
united to an amiable benevolence, borrowed a new charm 
from his remarkable modesty; his pleasing manners, joined 
to an agreeable exterior, opened all hearts to him: pro­
fessors and students delighted to affirm, that the character 
of Abbé Miel was a literal translation of the name he bore. 
Mr. Miel remained three years at the ecclesiastical Semi­
nary of Sens; in the fourth year he was sent, in capacity 
of professor, to the preparatory Seminary of Auxerre.
When Mr. Miel came to the ecclesiastical Seminary of 
Sens, the Priests of the Mission, driven away during the 
great Revolution, had just resumed the direction of the 
Seminary, at the solicitation of Mgr. de Cosnac. In the 
mind of G o d — who leaves nothing to chance—this circum­
stance had, doubtless, an influence upon the destiny of the 
young Abbé Miel.
The Seminary at this time, was under the direction of a 
worthy priest whose qualities of mind and heart were uni­
versally appreciated in the diocese. Father Flagel had the 
personal gift of inspiring a love for the entire Congrega­
tion. Under the charm of his conversation into which he 
poured forth his whole heart, souls were open to generous 
aspirations; minds were swayed by a divine impulse; and 
the current of grace drew many towards the Family of St.
Vincent de Paul.
Hence, at the close of vacation in 1845, three young 
Sem inarians who had pledged their word, generously bade 
adieu to their family, took the coach, and arrived, together, 
Sept. 27th, at the Mother-House, to enter the intern Sem­
inary. T h e s e  three intrepid young men were: Mr. Jules
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Chevalier, at present first Assistant of the Congregation; 
Mr. Adolp’ne Poulin, who died some years ago, professor 
at the ecclesiastical Seminary of Sens; and Mr. Miel.
Mr. Miel had received deaconship before entering the 
Company. His religious formation, commenced under the 
happiest auspices at the ecclesiastical Seminary of Sens, was 
destined to receive a new impetus at the hands of Rev. 
Pierre Martin, Director of the intern Seminary, who has 
trained so many good Missionaries for the Company; 
stamping upon them generally his own firmness of char­
acter. Mr. Miel was a subject easy of culture: of a docile 
nature, and pliant mind, he abandoned himself with all 
confidence into the hands of his Director. Devout, exact, 
amiable, beloved by all his Confreres, he manifested in his 
exterior, the happiness he enjoyed in his vocation. He re­
ceived priesthood at the Trinity ordination, 1846; and in 
September of the same year, he was appointed professor of 
philosophy at the ecclesiastical Seminary of Chalons.
His first effort, says a venerable priest of this diocese— 
formerly the pupil, the penitent of Father Miel, and also 
server of his Mass—were most successful; he conducted 
the course of study with pleasure and animation; we were 
happy to labor under his direction. Unfortunately, his 
health was frail, and at the end of three months, an ob­
stinate cough obliged him to desist from teaching. The 
Superior, Rev. Eugene Vicart, who appreciated his quali­
fications, and who was anxious to save him, relieved him 
from the class of philosophy,and appointed him bursar, giv­
ing him the class of ceremonies. Later, his health being 
improved, he was intrusted with the dogmatic course.
In these various employments, Father Miel proved him­
self equal to the position. His method of direction, in which 
firmness and mildness were admirably combined, was unan­
imously appreciated. He was the confidant of the semina­
rians who appealed to him in all their difficulties, convinced
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that they would always receive from him a wise and pru­
dent decision. His gentle and engaging piety, his polished 
manners, which did not exclude a coloring of spiritual 
mirthfulness, clearly proved that nature and grace had 
concerted to adorn the mind and heart of the young pro­
fessor with all the gifts necessary to the formation of good 
priests. His kind and benevolent reception of the eccle­
siastics who came to the Seminary, secured the esteem of 
all the clergy. “ For my part,” continues Father Chapi­
teau, “one of my sweetest remembrances is once to have 
been a choir boy of good Father Miel.”
The rare qualities of Father Miel naturally attracted 
the attention of his Superiors: during the vacation of 
1857, Father Etienne, then Superior General, recalled him 
to Paris, to intrust to him a mission in Portugal.
One of the great maxims which actuated St. Vincent in 
all his undertakings, was to await G od\s time, without ever 
anticipating the call of divine Providence. From the 
height of heaven, our Blessed Father must have cast a 
look of sweet satisfaction upon his Sons and Daughters 
who, on October 20,1857, embarked for Portugal, there to 
devote themselves unreservedly to G od’s work : G od called 
them, and His divine hand guided them to this land where 
a rich harvest of labors, sacrifices, and sufferings awaited 
them.
Portugal had been subjected to a severe affliction. In 
1856, the cholera reached Lisbon. I t  soon extended its 
ravages to a large portion of the kingdom, spreading every­
where consternation and death: decimating populations, 
destroying entire families, leaving mourning and tears in 
its train. Then, the year following, 1857, the yellow fever, 
brought from Brazil, continued the work of extermina­
tion commenced by the cholera. To add to the misfor­
tune, means of relief were far from being adequate to the 
situation.
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In  this dire distress, Heaven vouchsafed to inspire those 
appointed to govern the people, with sentiments of justice 
and humanity,—at least, it would be lawful to think so. In 
1831, a royal decree had abolished and expelled from the 
Portuguese territory, all religious orders whose ministra­
tions would have been so acceptable during this epidemic.
One Community alone, found favor before this decree 
of expulsion: this was a Community of women, called: 
Sisters of Charity. Founded in 1822, in virtue of a royal 
ordinance and with the approbation of Ecclesiastical au­
thority, the Sisters branched off from the House of Barce­
lona, the rules and customs of which they adopted. These 
good religious were not wanting in courage ordevotedness, 
but their situation reminded us of the words of the divine 
Master: Messis quidem multa, operarii autem pauci: “The 
harvest is abundant, but the laborers are few.”
In the midst of so many calamities: an incalculable 
number of little orphans destitute of support or shelter • 
thousands of poor creatures, sink and dying, deprived of 
all succor, a boundless compassion took possession of all 
hearts. Two charitable associations ivere formed, composed 
of the first ladies of the kingdom, having at the head the 
Empress dowager of Brazil.—These came to the assistance 
of the religious who were sinking under fatigue. But all 
this was powerless to stem the progress of the evil, and to 
relieve ever-increasing wants. In this extremity, these 
ladies resolved to apply to the Superior General of the 
Sisters of Charity at Paris, asking for a reinforcement.
We shall find in the course of this narration, that Prov­
idence was pleased to draw good from evil. In the designs 
of G od, this terrible epidemic was the signal of an era of 
regeneration for Portugal; and, in a short time, under the 
vivifying breath of charity, we shall see works of benevo­
lence arise, as if by magic, in all parts of the kingdom.
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Father Etienne received this appeal in a manner becom­
ing the Successor of St. Vincent de P au l: people in affliction 
extending their suppliant hands imploring aid,was more 
than sufficient to move his heart, always attentive to the 
voice of distress. But, wishing to judge for himself of the 
extent of the evil, in order to apply a suitable remedy, he 
set out for Portugal, in June, 1857, arriving at Lisbon in 
the height of the epidemic. The presence of this good 
Superior in this terrified and desolate city, was a ray of 
hope to these unfortunate people plunged in the horrors of 
death.
With that discernment for which he was distinguished, 
Father Etienne understood that a vast field was open to 
the zeal and devotedness of the Children of St Vincent. 
Resources were abundant, but strength and direction were 
needed; to these two points he gave his attention: first, it 
was necessary to increase the force; then, to establish a 
bond of union among all individual charities, placing at 
the head a wise and prudent Director.
Divine Providcnce admirably seconded his projects. 
For a long time, the Portuguese Religious had desired to 
be united to the Sisters of Charity in Paris: this affair 
was the object of a negotiation between the Portuguese 
government, Ecclesiastical authority, and the Superior Gen­
eral of the Sisters of Charity: it was crowned with success. 
This first point secured, it was decided that a certain 
number of French Sisters should come to join their new 
Portuguese companions in order to form but one Family, 
laboring together under the direction of the Lazarist 
Missionaries.
Oct. 23, 1857, the first band of French Sisters, under 
the care of three Missionaries: Fathers Fougerai, Sipolis, 
and Miel, landed at Belem, near Lisbon. As the epidemic 
continued to strike numerous victims, the Sisters were im­
portuned to rest in the country before venturing into the
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poisonous atmosphere of the city; but these noble Daugh­
ters of St. Vincent faithful to their motto: The Charity of 
Jesus Christ presseth us, would not delay to give their ser­
vices to these unfortunate people so cruelly afflicted: the 
very evening of their arrival, they were installed at the 
orphanage of Cardaes.
Unhappily, the fears entertained at the moment of land­
ing were promptly realized. No sooner had they inhaled 
this vitiated air, than Father Miel and one of the Sisters 
fell ill of the yellow fever; the Sister was carried off in the- 
space of a few hours and a similar fate was dreaded for the 
good Father. But heaven watched over the life of the 
fervent Missionary who was to be, in the hands of G od , 
the instrument of so much good. Contrary to all expecta­
tions, the dear patient triumphed over the crisis which but 
few escaped.
Meanwhile, the hour approached wherein Father Miel 
was to be placed in an important position. His Superior, 
Father Fougerai, whose constitution was greatly under­
mined in consequence of a disease contracted in the Mis­
sions of the Levant, was obliged to quit Portugal to seek 
in a climate of Algeria, the preservation of his health; this 
departure placed Father Miel at the head of the mission 
intrusted to the Lazarists and the Sisters of Charity.
During the first year of his sojourn in Lisbon, Father 
Miel passed along unobtrusively, discharging the duties 
confided to him in the Houses of the Sisters. After the 
departure of Father Fougerai, he could give full scope to 
his zeal, devoting to the service of G od and the salvation 
of souls, all the resources of his mind and the wealth of 
his heart.
Ten thousand victims of the yellow fever had left a large 
number of little orphans, having no support but Provi­
dence: like another Vincent de Paul, the holy Missionary 
pleaded the cause of these poor abandoned little creatures,
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with the grandees of the kingdom, and the persons of the 
court: the resqlt was marvelous. At his voice, whose 
tremulous accents electrified souls, filled their eyes with 
tears, and their hearts with compassion,—charity created a 
holy emulation among the élite of Portugal ; all wished to 
contribute to the relief of the desolated country. Money 
poured in from all quarters, and all benevolent societies 
placed themselves under the direction of this apostle of 
charity.
Under the impulse of his faith and compassion, asylums 
of hospitality were established; orphanages and hospitals 
arose in various sections of the capital. The royal family 
was the first to give the example of generosity, placing at 
the disposition of Father Miei, the ancient palace of Azu- 
da, which he transformed into a model asylum an object of 
admiration to every one.
The king, the queen, and the royal children took great 
pleasure in visiting it; as well to admire the beautiful order 
therein established, as to encourage the poor creatures re­
ceived into it. At this time, the Empress dowager of Bra­
zil opened at Funchal,in the Isle of Madeira, a magnificent 
hospital wherein the sick and dying received every physi­
cal and spiritual succor which their condition required. In 
her turn, the Infanta Donna Isabella, founded at Bemfica 
a House of Charity where abundant alms were daily dis­
tributed to needy families. The Duchess of Palmella, ex­
cited by the ardor of charity, also established and main­
tained at her own expense, a hospital for sick children.
These various establishments demanded a large number 
of new French Sisters; consequently, sixty Sisters were 
distributed throughout these Houses, wherein they wrought 
marvels of devotedness. They formed a Province under 
the direction of Sister Ville, Visitatrix. Charity, finally, 
triumphed over the evil ; a sigh of relief was sent forth 
from every heart; the grateful people had but one voice to
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bless the charitable priest and the heroic Sisters to whom , 
after God , so many unfortunate beings were indebted for 
succor and even for life.
But, it is the destiny of G od’s works, to be persecuted: 
they would fail in an essential character, did they not re­
ceive the unction of the Cross.
Grace was advancing; the good seed had germinated 
throughout the land: the harvest was rich and abundant 
where sterility formerly reigned. Nevertheless, the enemy 
of all good, the inimical man, inimicus homo, Satan, was 
secretly preparing the ruin of these promising establish­
ments. At the sight of this renovation of religious senti­
ments, of this return to G od , an infernal hatred was en­
kindled in his heart against the Missionaries and the Sis­
ters of Chartiy; he had sworn their destruction: the ma­
sonic sect was charged with the execution of the decree.
The alarm had sounded; the members and friends assem­
bled ; they drew up their plans, consulted, secretly under­
mining the ground beneath the feet of the Missionaries and 
Sisters. And, when all should be in readiness for the ex­
plosion, they would lay aside their masks, and from their 
gloomy cave, resound the war-cry so well known,—an 
open persecution.
The victims could alone tell what they had to suffer 
during this violent persecution, in the midst of these out­
rages from the very dregs of the people. The Mission­
aries and Sisters could not appear in public without ex­
periencing on the part of these agents of Satan, the grossest 
insults. Good people bewailed this state of things, and, 
to the best of their ability, defended their benefactors; but 
what could timid protestations effect in presence of this au­
dacity ? The victims answered these insults by silence, for­
giveness, and new benefits, hoping always to overcome 
evil by good: Vince in bono malum; but these prodigies of 
5*
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virtue served only to increase the hitred of the persecutors.
Seeing so many charitable institutions,—the fruit of gen­
erous sacrifices, about to crumble, the sect exulted in its 
success; it boldly proclaimed that all was coming to an 
end. This was an error, for G od was watching from the 
height of heaven, and everything was about to commence.
Father Miel had been appointed, pro tem, to discharge 
the functions of chaplain of St. Louis of the French; six 
months after, in consequence of an agreement between the 
government and the Congregation, the appointment be­
came definite. Hence, Father Miel was protected under 
the French flag; he was, in some measure, on French soil. 
By this providential arrangement, St. Louis was destined 
to inaugurate new works of faith and charity in Portugal.
But, the kingdom of G od is not established without op­
position, The Missionaries had not only to contend with 
persecution, but with poverty as well: the power of G od 
was to be manifested in the work they undertook: In vir- 
tute Dei. In taking possession of St. Louis, they found 
themselves in the midst of bare walls: no furniture, no 
household utensils, no sure promise of a meal. A sack 
of rice and a bag of beans, the donation of a charitable per­
son, were their only provisions: but the good humor and 
mirth engendered by the spirit of sacrifice, readily em­
braced this rather gloomy state of things, Frequently, the 
Visitatrix of the Sisters of Charity, moved.to compassion, 
sent them a dinner; the first day, in thanking her for this 
benevolent deed, Father Miel wrote pleasantly: “As we 
are as much in need of the articles containing, as of the 
food contained, we will keep everything.” Hence, the 
soup-tureen and the plates of good Sister Ville were the 
first table service of St. Louis.
The chapel was on a par with the dwelling of the Mis­
sionaries: the altar could scarcely be protected from the 
rain. There was nothing but ruins to be repaired and
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moral evils to be remedied: blit difficulties, even more for­
midable, would not have checked the ardor of the valiant 
chaplain of St. Louis.
He commenced his work with a faith capable of moving 
mountains, but accompanied with admirable prudence; do­
ing the best possible good, with the least possible display; 
advancing slowly, but surely; and, to use his own expres­
sion, “working like the mole,” in order not to attract the 
attention of the sect, awaiting only a pretext to raise oppo­
sition : Et ipsi observcibant eum.
Father Miel inaugurated his ministry at St. Louis by 
establishing the devotion of the Month of M a r y : a happy 
and Christian inspiration; under the patronage of the 
Mother and Dispensatrix of grace—Mater divince gra the, 
he could expect all things from God, even miracles. As­
sisted by the pious Duke de Bellune, secretary of the Lega­
tion, who gave his parlor carpet for the altar steps, pur­
chased a lamp for the sanctuary, and contributed to the 
decoration of the chapel, he transformed the miserable 
church into a beautiful temple wherein everything delight­
ing the eye, expanded the heart. From her throne sparkling 
with light, erected in the midst of flowers and plants fur­
nished by the gardener of the Infanta Donna Isabella, 
M a r y  Immaculate seemed to smile upon her new children, 
opening to them her arms, eager to press them to her heart.
I t may be said, that the Month of M a r y  was the aurora 
of the sun of piety about to shine upon this indifferent 
city. Every evening of this beautiful Month, the members 
of the Legation, noble families, young girls of every con­
dition, hastened to the chapel, happy to listen to the words 
of the holy Missionary, the unction whereof enkindled the 
love of G od in their hearts. These pious exercises were but 
little known in the churches of Lisbon: a low Mass has­
tily said, frequently constituted all the sanctification of the
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Lord’s day: but the Month of M a r y  gave the impulse to 
faith and pious practices.
Whilst Satan in his rage was seeking the accomplishment 
of his wicked designs, Father Miel was laboring quietly 
and peacefully for the cause of virtue. In a certain pain­
ful crisis through which he was passing, he could hope for 
deliverance but in G o d ; hence, arose a new devotion to 
continue, maintain, and increase the good so happily com­
menced by the Month of M a r y ; this was, the erection of 
the Association of “Union of Prayers to the Suffering Hearts 
of J esus and M a r y .” This Association was productive of 
the most consoling results: it spread rapidly throughout 
Portugal and the Portuguese possessions, numbering fifty 
thousand members. Our Holy Father, Pope Pius IX ., 
was pleased to allow his name to be one of the first in­
scribed; he approved the Association by a Brief dated 
Sept. 1589, and enriched it with precious indulgences.
The object of the Society was to draw down the bless­
ing of G od upon the members, upon their families, upon 
their country. At the assemblies held every first Friday 
of the month in the church of St. Louis, the instructions 
in the Portuguese tongue attracted a large concourse of the 
faithful; prayers for the intentions recommended, obtained 
the return of many to G o d ; and, at Holy Mass, the pious 
associates, by the spectacle of a general Communion, were 
a subject of great consolation. In this manner, the people 
became accustomed to frequent confession and communion 
which, we may say, had hitherto never been practised at 
Lisbon.
In this large city, scarcely any one approached the Holy 
Table out of the Paschal time: at present, confessions and 
communions of devotion are multiplied. Upon this foun­
dation were grafted all the good works established by 
Father Miel, which, at the present day envelop the cap­
ital in a network of piety and charity.
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“The Union of Prayers/’ writes a noble Portuguese lady, 
“ is a benefit from heaven; how many souls it has brought 
back to G o d ! H ow many families are indebted thereto, 
for the peace and true happiness which they enjoy ! How¥ 
many graces of preservation, and of repentance! How 
many young men owe to it their temporal establishment, 
or their vocation to the priesthood! How many signal fa­
vors our beloved country has obtained through the Sacred 
Hearts of J esus and M a r y  in the church of St. Louis! 
In this, chiefly, do we recognize the great soul, the noble 
heart of the holy Missionary; he has renewed the face of 
the earth by the apostolate of prayer.”
But, among the labors of the zealous Rector of St. Louis, 
there is one which, under a very modest form, has exerted 
great influence in the good accomplished: this is, the es­
tablishment of free schools, hitherto unknown in the dis­
trict. The want of such schools could not escape the creative 
mind of Father Miel. At first, this institution was only 
a primary school for poor children of the colony; but ere 
long, the children of the representatives of France sought 
admission for instruction; even noble families yielded 
to the force of example; such was the confidence with 
which Father Miel inspired them, that they cheerfully in­
trusted their children to his care. At the present day, these 
children form a model school, wherein they receive an 
education that will, later, ensure admittance into the 
state high school. On Sunday, at church, the part taken 
by these children in the holy ceremonies adds to the pomp 
and solemnity of divine worship; parents are gratified on 
seeing them, in the graceful costume of choir-boys, serving 
at the altar.
St. Louis is no longer a desert, a barren land; it is a 
soil of marvelous fecundity,— an animated centre of piety, 
a rendezvous of all good works. Father Miel now judged 
that it was time to reestablish public divine service, which,
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for many years past had been sadly neglected. In this 
work, his zeal for the beauty of G od’s House wrought won­
ders. He omitted nothing that could contribute to the 
pomp and splendor of divine worship. The offices were 
celebrated with a dignity which edified all present; the 
holy ceremonies were performed with that religious respect, 
traditional in St. Lazare’s, at Paris; and the musical chant 
rendered by the children of the school, imparted to the 
Sunday solemnities an air of simplicity and beauty charm­
ing to the soul.
St. Louis can, therefore, favorably compare with the 
best parishes of France; the faithful are eager to attend the 
Sunday service; the members of foreign Legations ac­
credited at Lisbon, find pleasure in joining the French 
Legation and the people of our nation; courtiers assist 
with devout attention and pious recollection; the young 
Queen Amelia, is happy to be present at the services of 
St.Louis; and all, nobles and plebeians, listen with ineffable 
delight to the “good Father,” whose simple and sympathiz­
ing language finds readily its way to the heart.
Another work, eminently parochial, was imperatively 
urgent: the reëstablishment of catechetical instruction. 
This method of imparting religious doctrine was totally 
neglected at Lisbon. Father Miel attacked the evil in its 
root, by the establishment of catechism at St. Louis. Suc­
cess far exceeded his most sanguine expectations.
In order to meet the intellectual wants of all, he confided 
to one of his Confrères the duty of instructing the poor 
children of the different quarters of the city, in the Portu­
guese tongue, reserving to himself the catechism in French, 
for the children of the Legation and of the French colony. 
Father Miel excelled in this mode of instruction; he had 
a peculiar talent for interesting the children, and riveting 
their attention. His language clear, animated, and refined, 
invested his explanations with a charm which captivated
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his youthful audience. By means of comparisons borrowed 
from nature, he clothed religious truths with a sensible 
form which engraved them deeply on the plastic minds of 
children: he knew howto instruct and to interest them. 
“ Hence,” to quote the words of one who assisted regularly 
at these simple instructions: “how we loved Father Miel’s 
catechism class! Noble families sent their children, and 
frequently, during the week, young ladies of the high­
est nobility would take a place beside the lowly child of 
of the people; often, even, whole families would sit upon 
benches at the catechism instruction. Two generations are 
indebted to the humble Son of St. Vincent de Paul, for 
the benefit of Christian instruction ”
The establishment of the catechism at St. Louis was 
crowned by a ceremony which excited a truly Christian 
enthusiasm throughout the city of Lisbon : the ceremony of 
a solemn First Communion. The solemnity of a First 
Communion, as established in France, was unknown in 
Portugal. When a child was considered old enough to 
prepare for his First Communion, he was taught at home, 
or at a primary school, a little catechism,—the bare letter, 
without scarcely any explanation. Then, at the Paschal 
time, he was sent to confession. The confessor put to him 
a few questions of the catechism; if his answers were sat­
isfactory, the child was admitted to his First Communion. 
On leaving the confessional, he went directly to the Holy 
Table, mingling with the crowd: thus, a day which gener­
ally forms an epoch in life, passed unheeded among the 
children.
The total absence of all solemnity in so important an 
action, inspired Father Miel with the idea of a happy in­
novation, which manifests his lively faith as well as his dis­
cernment in touching the sensitive fibre in this population, 
so easily impressed. He invested the children’s First Com­
munion with extraordinary solemnity,—such as is custom-
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ary in France. The ceremony was appointed for May 31st, 
closing of the Month of M a r y , the preparatory time for 
First Communion: and now, every year, the lovely Month 
of M a r y  and the First Communion crowning it, arouse 
the whole city; May 31 st has become a great festival at 
Lisbon.
All the families that within the last forty years, received 
instruction at St. Louis, repair thither on this day, to re­
vive their faith and to renew the promises of their own 
First Communion. “What sweet tears,” relates a happy 
witness of this feast, “we have seen flow, at the sight of these 
little angels so modest and recollected : their countenance 
reflecting purity and innocence, advancing towards the 
Holy Table! What emotion thrilled all hearts when, 
standing before the Cross of J esus Ch r ist , the hand upon 
the Holy Gospels, in presence of their parents, witnesses of 
their vows, they renewed the promises of their Baptism!’’
The Nuncio is happy, every year, to enhance by his 
presence, this touching ceremony which always terminates 
with the administration of the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
After the services, the children are invited to a modest re­
past, at which the little clients of our good G od and the 
children of the wealthy are seated at the same table, after 
the manner of the holy Agapes of the first Christians.
Such a spectacle is well calculated to touch hearts and 
lead them back to G o d ; hence, what a change in this church 
of St. Louis heretofore so mournful, so deserted! what ani­
mation; we feel the presence of G od there! what sweet 
fragrance of piety and faith we there inhale! Every day, 
and especially at the approach of festivals, the Mission­
aries scarcely suffice to hear the confessions. During Lent, 
the faithful by thousands besiege the confessionals. Groups 
of peasants, men, and women, come down from the moun­
tains carrying their little children in their arms: leaving 
their homes at midnight, they arrive fasting, at day-break
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at the church of St. Louis; make their confession and re- 
ceive Holy Communion. Then, having fulfilled these sa­
cred duties, they pass on to the sacristy to receive the con* 
fession billet, which the good Father always delivers with 
an amiable word and a little spiritual counsel. Often in 
expressing their happiness, these brave peasants say to him 
in all simplicity: “I t  is worth while to come here for con­
fession; we can tell all our sins, and have nothing to pay; 
whereas, at our place, we have hardly confessed twro or 
three sins, when they stop us to ask two cents for the con­
fession billet.” And, with a kind word from the Father, 
stamped with his ordinary cheerfulness, these good people 
resume their homeward journey to the mountains.
After this notice of the parochial works organized at 
St. Louis, by Father Miel, let us say a few words in re­
gard to this holy Missionary as a director of souls. Here 
we shall allow a reliable person who has seen him at work, 
to describé him. “He was an admirable director of souls: 
gifted with unerring judgment, and keen penetration, he 
guided them with a mild but firm hand. I  do not hesitate 
to assert, that there is not a father, not a husband, who does 
not deplore his loss in regard to his child, to his wife. His 
prudent direction was equaled only by his devotedness. 
As pastor of the French, he was truly the good shepherd 
who took the tenderest care of his dear flock,—going in 
search of the stray sheep, and taking no repose until he 
had brought it back to the fold. How many of the French 
prostrated by sickness, are indebted to him for the last 
consolations of religion. How admirably he beguiled their 
weary hours of suffering! So well he knew howT to bring 
a smile of resignation to the icy lips of the dying! Above 
all, how beautifully he spoke to them of heaven, inspiring 
them with a longing for i t ! No one understood better than 
he, how to diffuse the healing balm of divine charity over
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souls oppressed by suffering and weighed down by regret 
for absent friends.
“I t  is not to be supposed that this extension of good 
works was effected without struggle, without combat; he 
was forced to contend with the satanic sect which strove to 
paralyze his zeal by attacking him more than once in his 
honor; he was often a victim of odious insinuations from 
an irreligious press. But Father Miel was a prudent and 
peaceable warrior; to implacable hatred, he opposed in­
domitable charity.”
The works of Father Miel are his eulogium; and all 
must award to him the praise,that by his indefatigable ac­
tivity during forty years, he caused the spirit of St. V in­
cent de Paul to flourish in Portugal, and with it the love 
of God in the neighbor. The parish of St. Louis recon­
structed, parochial works and divine service reestablished, 
a new field was opened to the zeal and activity of the pious 
Missionary.
There was no charitable institution at St. Louis; the 
French colony had no hospital for those of their own na­
tion. In  case of illness, the poor were compelled to go to 
Portuguese hospitals, and to trust themselves to mercenary 
hands. I f  a sick marine or passenger landed, he made his 
way to these gloomy asylums for suffering humanity, with 
death in his heart. Father Miel who thirsted for oppor­
tunities of doing good, could not fail to provide for this 
necessity.
His affability and admirable administrative ability had 
already won for him the appreciation of the Legation and 
of the Consulate; therefore, he met with ready sympathy. 
Strong in the influence he enjoyed among the colonists, he 
resolved, in concert with Count de Gontaud, French Min­
ister, to inaugurate a small hospital for the French. The 
hospital was commenced in a rented house, and intrusted 
to the care of three Sisters of Charity: but they were en-
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tirely destitute. The Community bore the expense of the 
installation for what concerned the Sisters; but for every­
thing else, Providence was their only resource. When, in 
September 18(10, the first patient was received, Father Miel 
was obliged to write to a French lady to ask for a pair of 
sheets. How admirable are the designs of Providence! In 
the mind of G od, this poor, destitute home of three Sisters 
was destined to be the ark of salvation during the troubles, 
the last refuge of the Sisters of Charity in the midst of the 
ruin in which their establishments lay buried: had not this 
little hospital existed, it is probable that the Sisters would 
never have returned to Portugal. The French hospital 
was destined to survive until the recall of the Sisters; and 
from this little seed, the new Province of the Sisters of 
Charity was to arise,— and this second Province will be 
far more flourishing than the first.
A characteristic feature of the administrative talent of 
Father Miel, is the intimate fellowship which he estab­
lished among the foundations to which he gave rise;—all 
being united by a common interest, they sustain and 
strengthen one another.
The French hospital existed only in name; it was desti­
tute of all else. Furniture, linen, medicines,— everything 
was wanting: and in the purse, all the fortune was eleven 
cents,— a sum which a good Sister had placed therein* 
With the view of ensuring the existence of the hospital, 
Father Miel organized an association, called: “The Benev­
olent Society.” This was charged with the care of provid­
ing resources for the hospital: he himself sought out mem­
bers, drew up regulations; and, thanks to the generous do­
nations coming from all quarters, the house was soon found 
two small to accommodate all who applied; then it was, 
that the French hospital was transferred to Cardaes. We 
shall see hereafter, that the small sum of eleven cents did 
not remain fruitless.
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But a terrible blow was about to fall upon the French 
colony in Portugal. For the past two years, the Sisters of 
Charity had expended their health and strength in attend­
ing the sick and the orphans in the establishments intrusted 
to their care; but in June 1862, in consequence of a strug­
gle, excited by Freemasonry and fomented by an infidel 
press, Father Etienne, Superior General, felt compelled to 
adopt a measure of the highest gravity : the recall of the 
Sisters and Missionaries to France. All the Sisters, with 
the exception of the three who served the French hospital, 
were to leave Portugal. June 9, 1862, was a day of sor­
rowful memory for the French colony in Portugal. Father 
Miel often referred to this date with sad emotion.
On the morning of that day, the Sisters, to the number 
of sixty, assembled in the large hall of the Central-House 
of Bemfica. Many ladies, friends of the Sisters had come 
to bid them adieu, expressing their regrets, and extolling 
the devotedness of the Sisters. At an early hour, Father 
Miel celebrated the last Mass which the Sisters of Charity 
were to hear in Portugal. All received Holy Communion 
at it; and, thinking, doubtless, of the good already effected, 
of their shattered hopes, of their dear patients and their 
little orphans, whom they were forced to abandon, tears 
flowed in abundance. G od alone knows the anguish of 
this solemn moment.
“Before Communion,” relates the worthy Visitatrix, 
Sister Yille, “Father Miel reminded us, that this very day, 
five years ago, the Superior General, filled with hope for 
the success of the Mission, arrived in Portugal to lay the 
foundation of our work; and to-day,” he added, “all is 
ruined. These beautiful hopes, founded upon the benev­
olence and zeal of the flower of Portuguese society are, for 
the present, annihilated. Those generous souls who conse­
crate their repose, their fortune, to procure a Christian edu­
cation for youth, relief for the unfortunate, now behold these
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works, the fruit of so many sacrifices, established even in 
the midst of persecution,—destroyed in a moment. This sor­
row, so great for them, is no less distressing for you. How­
ever, notwithstanding this anguish of heart) this over­
whelming affliction, caused by the sad news of your depart­
ure, and the painful necessity of abandoning the poor and 
the children under your care, be generous and submissive. 
Do not forget that you are Sisters of Charity; show your­
selves worthy of your holy vocation; appreciate it, if pos­
sible, with all the more affection, since to it you are in­
debted for the glorious privilege of following J e s u s  more 
closely, and, like Him, of suffering persecution for justice7 
sake.
“At this moment of uniting yourselves to the G od of 
love, offer Him the sacrifice of all that you hold dear in 
this mission which is now, no more. Pi ay for this unhappy 
country; pray for our noble benefactors, that God may sus­
tain them; pray for the poor, for your children, that G od 
may preserve them from the snares everywhere laid for 
them. Pray to Him with love and gratitude in this chapel 
wherein you are assembled for the last time!”
After these words, interrupted by the emotions that filled 
liis heart, Father Miel gave the Sisters his last blessing. 
The Sisters following the venerable Sister Visitatrix, took 
their seats in the carriages, twenty in number, ordered for 
them by the French Minister.
On the wharf, Count de Comminges-Gontaud, Minister 
of France, and the Consul Mr. Breuil, accompanied by 
their officers, awaited the Sisters. Madame the Countess 
de Gontaud, was also present, wishing to give the Sisters a 
last proof of esteem and affection. The commandant of 
the war frigate Orinoco had come in full uniform to re­
ceive the Sisters, and at the same time to shelter under the 
French flag, the Portuguese Sisters who preferred to
6
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sacrifice their country rather than abandon their holy 
vocation. Father Miel could alone tell us what his heart 
experienced on witnessing the departure of the Orinoco. 
But his was a strong soul hoping against all hope; and, 
although his heart was crushed, he set himself to work, 
convinced that in this conjuncture, heaven had not for­
saken him.
In virtue of an order from Paris, only one Confrère 
and a Brother were to remain with Father Miel. What a 
void ! and, with what sadness he looked upon the closed and 
deserted houses of the Sisters once so animated and flour­
ishing! He gave what encouragement he could to the 
three Sisters at the French hospital; he exhorted them to 
patience, to confidence; recommended great prudence, and 
lavished upon them consolations of which he was himself 
sorely in need. But, in souls of this stamp, faith outweighs 
sorrow.
Accustomed to see the hand of God in all events, Fa­
ther Miel generously made his sacrifice, and recommenced, 
under a new form, his shattered works. Quietly, without 
any display, he undertook to create a number of humble 
works which would extend his influence over all classes 
of society; these works, like so many rivulets, will cause the 
divine life to circulate through all the sections of this vast 
city of Lisbon.
First in order, was the Association of the Ladies of Char­
ity, In  an assembly of the Ladies of the Benevolent So­
ciety, held after the departure of the Sisters, Father Miel 
had said: “ Now that the Sisters have gone, you must re­
place them ; you are to be Sisters of Charity.” This 
idea was well received. In  the next meeting, August 5, 
1862, he insisted more strongly on this point; and at his 
voice which echoed the touching accents of St. Vincent 
de Paul pleading the cause of the unfortunate before the
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Ladies of Charity; in Paris, the proposition was enthusi­
astically adopted. Without loss of time, Father Miel took 
the names, drew out the list of members, and, during this 
session, the Association was founded. From the very next 
day, the Ladies went to work with such charity, zeal, and 
faith, that in a short time, Father Miel was able to render 
them this testimony: “ I  superabound with joy, beholding 
your works: I  do not believe it possible to accomplish 
more than you are doing, nor with greater perfection.”
The following year St. Louis gave rise to another as­
sociation as eminently social as thoroughly Christian : The 
Arch con fraternity of Christian Mothers. This society, the 
object of which is to establish the reign of G od in the 
family, to foster the Christian spirit, religious practices, 
and the Christian education of children, together with the 
sanctification of Sunday, inspired from the commencement, 
the fairest hopes; and, at the present day, it produces the 
most consoling results.
This same year, 1863, the Association of the Children 
of M a r y  was reorganized. This Association had been 
erected November 21, 1862, in the establishment since 
abandoned by the Sisters, whose departure seriously com­
promised this most interesting work. Now, as many young 
girls asked to join this Association, Father Miel united the 
former Children of M a r y  to the new aspirants; and re­
constituted the society, with the regulations and privileges 
proper to it.
The monthly meetmgs of these divers societies were held 
at the French hospital; but the number of members in­
creasing, the house was found too small; then it was, as 
above mentioned, that the hospital was transferred to the 
“Cardaes de Jesu” —a property loaned by the Marchioness 
de Ficalho, in 1863.
This new locality, while favoring the development of the 
works already installed therein, afforded, moreover, the
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means of establishing a school there: Father Miel, at once, 
organized two classes; one for boys, the ¡other for girls,— 
children of the colony. March 30, 1863, at the request of 
Father Miel, two French Sisters came to take charge of 
the school. In the space of two weeks only one pupil was 
received. JHow?ever, G od blessed the patience and humil­
ity of these good Sisters; and shortly after, so many chil­
dren applied, that the classes were filled: the work was 
crowned with success.
But, the opening of a school is attended by difficulties. 
School furniture of absolute necessity and books were to 
be provided, and yet the school children, at least the greater 
number, were poor; hence, a new work must come to the 
assistance of the former: Among the young French girls 
of the best families, Father Miel organized a little society, 
under the title: “Work of the Schools;” and by means of 
small personal offerings, the members covered the expenses 
of the poor children.
Relative to the good to be effected, Father Miel enjoyed a 
sort of interior intuition; under the impulse of his charitable 
heart, his ideas extended to all the needs of society: noth­
ing escaped him. Unlawful unions bring many miseries 
in their train. To this evil, Father Miel applied a remedy 
by the work entitled: Reestablishment of Marriages: this 
association created above all, in favor of the poor, was a 
decided success; by means of the unpretentious sum of four 
cents a month, subscribed by each zealous associate, won­
ders were effected.
Let us mention another work well worthy of the noble 
heart that planned it. Among the First Communion chil­
dren, many were too poor to procure suitable clothing for 
this great event,—holding so prominent a place in their life. 
Father Miel met this difficulty by founding the “Work of 
the Wardrobe.” The lady patronesses who belonged to the 
association, purchased the material, cut out thegarments and
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made them, or had them made at their own expense, by 
persons of the trade; thus, the poorer children were ena­
bled to appear honorably among their little companions 
more favored by fortune.
In fine, we shall notice the “Work of the Soup-house,” 
which daily drew a large number of poor to the. hospital; 
with this assistance they could pass the day without suffer­
ing too severely from the effects of poverty.
All these good works, under the skilful direction of the 
zealous Missionary, were carried on smoothly, with admir­
able order and cordial understanding: that formed a sys­
tem of Christian benevolence wherein one work engendered 
another, all being mutually sustained. The administrative 
genius of Father Miel was the prime motor, theruling spirit 
that set the whole system in action. Besides the monthly 
assemblies in which he imparted to the souls of his audience, 
the zeal that consumed his own he established in the church 
of St. Louis, an annual Retreat for the ladies of these 
various associations; in this he gave full scope to his zeal, 
proving that he was the soul of all the foundations to which 
he had given rise.
Everything was sweetly but surely progressing, when, 
in 1866, the lease of the hospital of Cardaes having expired, 
the proprietor gave notice that he would require one half 
of the house for himself. The other half being insufficient 
for the purpose to which the hospital had been applied, 
Father Miel called the attention of the Benevolent Society, 
to the inconvenience of rented houses, and insisted upon 
the necessity of procuring a house which would become 
the property of the Society. Strong in the support of the 
representatives of France whose esteem and affection he 
had gained, Father Miel urged the measure. The presi­
dent of the Benevolent Society said, in 1868: “Father 
Miel selected the house, made arrangements for the pur- 
6*
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chase of it, found resources; he has managed the whole 
affair,” This property cost twenty thousand dollars; thither 
the French hospital was transferred; it is known at pres­
ent under the name of “Asylum St. Louis.” The blessing 
of G od was upon the work: such was its developement, 
that the building had to be extended. The Asylum St. 
Louis contained a hospital for the French of both sexes, 
a boarding school for French and Portuguese young ladies, 
two day classes, one for boys, the other for girls. This 
property valued to-day, at thirty thousand dollars, has 
cost the Society only the trifling expense of reconstruction 
and repairs.
In presence of this accumulation of good effected, Fa- 
ther Miel had no words to express his gratitude to divine 
Providence. In one of the assemblies of the Ladies of 
Charity, in which he poured out his soul to excite them to 
the love of St. Vincent and of the poor, he exclaimed 
with a holy enthusiasm: “ Who would ever have thought 
of what we realize to-day! In 1862, a poor Sister of 
Charity, as a first offering to your society, gave all she 
possessed: eleven cents! This little piece of money thrown in­
to the box remained there during six months: and what was 
it doing all alone in the box? I t was sleeping; but its re­
pose was the mysterious sleep of the grain of wheat con­
fided to the earth. Let spring arrive with the warm rays of 
the sun, and a vigorous shoot will come forth, bearing a 
beautiful sheaf, diffusing life and plenty.”
Meanwhile, Father Miel often cast his eyes upon the 
houses of the Sisters, still closed, desiring with all the ar­
dor of his soul, the dawn of that happy day, wherein he 
could restore them to their former prosperity. Whilst 
waiting, he prayed, he sought information, he studied the 
position, he stirred up influences to serve the interests of 
the work he was contemplating, wishing to secure the con­
currence of the public. Then, assured of meeting nothing
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hostile on this point, he set about his plan with an earnest­
ness not easily to be conceived.
The first object of his attention was the Isle of Madeira: 
in 1871 lie arranged with the Empress dowager of Brazil, 
Donna Amelia, to reopen the hospital of Funchal, pre­
viously founded by this princess. Four Sisters were in­
stalled; these promptly gained universal esteem and ad­
miration. Shortly after, the Empress died, leaving to her 
Sister Josephine, Queen of Sweden, the care of conclud­
ing the foundation. This latter also died; consequently, 
the matter was left in suspense; thus, it required all the 
energy, all the persevering efforts of Father Miel, to save 
the institution at Madeira, which was definitely established 
only in 1878.
In May, 1872, Father Miel had the consolation of re­
opening the former House of the Portuguese Sisters,— 
Santa Martha. He desired to make of it a Spanish hos­
pital, and three Sisters familiar with this language were in­
stalled there. Owing to certain obstacles, tins design did 
not succeed; but, although the object was changed, (he 
work was preserved, and at the present time, it is in a 
highly prosperous condition.
In August 1877, the Sisters re-entered into the posses­
sion of their former House of Bemfica. The return of the 
Sisters to this House, once the residence of Peter of Alcan­
tara, wTas a subject of great joy to Father M iel: Some years 
later* in the portion reserved for the Missionaries, he com­
menced an intern Seminary, or novitiate.
For many years, the Missionaries had a college at Saint 
Quiteria, near Felgueiras. This institution created a de­
sire for another: There was a request for the Sisters to 
take the direction of an educational establishment for young 
girls: the Sisters took possession of the same in January 
1882, with the brightest prospects.
In February 1889, Father Miel conceived the project of
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opening at the Rego, a small hospital for poor children: 
this was on the plan which the Duchess of Palmella found 
to work so successfully in the hospital, Boa Morte. Her 
daughter, the present Duchess, favored the project, and, 
after the death of the president, the Marchioness of Ficalho, 
she engaged with marked affection in this interesting work.
The number of little patients is always filled: Her 
Majesty, the Queen, honors this little hospital with an an­
nual visit. Two classes for the poor children of the dis­
trict are annexed to this institution.
Feb. 2, 1891, the Countess de Penha Longa founded at 
Gandarinha, an asylum for one hundred children, confid­
ing it to the care of the Sisters: this asylum, well organized, 
gives the most consoling results.
Finally, through the indefatigable exertions of Father 
Miel, the Sisters, at the request of the civil and military 
administration, assumed the direction of the hospital 
Amarante, July 2, 1894: this is a promising institution; 
the Sisters will be able to reap there an abundant harvest 
of good works.
Father Miel had always nourished in his heart the se­
cret hope, that the Sisters would one day return to the es­
tablishments which they had abandoned with such regret: 
he endeavored to inspire the three Sisters remaining at the 
French hospital, with the same hope, thereby to console 
and encourage them. He was not deceived in his expec­
tations. Owing to his energy and prudent management, 
the Sisters regained a footing in the capital and kingdom 
of Portugal: at present they number seventy, directing 
three large establishments. Their Province reconstituted, 
has its Central-House at Lisbon; the Visitatrix resides 
there.
The zeal manifested by our lamented Confrère for the 
restoration of the Houses of the Sisters of Charity, did 
not allow him to lose sight of the interest of his own
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Congregation, which is indebted to this indefatigable la­
borer for the erection of several institutions, wherein the 
Missionaries devote themselves to the works of their 
vocation. Besides St. Louis of the French; the Lazarists 
are established: 1. At Santa Quiteria, where they have 
charge of a pilgrimage, a college, and an apostolic school; 
2. At Funchal (Isle of Madeira), where they are engaged 
in the service of the hospital: Maria Amelia; 3. An eccle­
siastical Seminary in the same city of Funchal; 4. At Bem- 
fica, where they conduct an educational establishment and 
an intern Seminary; 5. At Amarante they serve a hospital. 
These several Houses constitute the Province of Portugal. 
In 1893, Father Miel was appointed Visitor. St. Louis 
of the French, is the Central-House.
Considering this well-filled life, which will form one of 
the most beautiful pages in the history of the Congrega­
tion, one may ask the question: Is such a life the wTork of 
man or of Go d ? I t  is both the one and the other. Father 
Miel was not alone; G od was with him directing all his 
actions: Dominus erat cum illo, et omnia opera ejus dirige- 
bat. In  the formation of this indefatigable apostle, nature 
and grace concurred in making of him a fit instrument of 
good. Doubtless, a large proportion of this good, is the 
part of grace: for it will be eternally true, that in the 
works of G od , grace is the principal agent: Deus est qui 
operatur velle et perficere; man is only an instrument in 
His hands: sicut lima in manu fabri. But we must also, 
in the success obtained, attribute a share to the instrument.
'God had endowed Father Miel with admirable qualities 
of mind and heart, which prepared the way for the action 
of grace. His character wras gentle and affable,—goodness 
seemed born with him; in all the events of his long life, 
he was so happy as to secure the good will of all with 
whom he had intercourse. He contracted sincere friend­
ships which endured through life, and which he utilized for
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good: he counted friends in all ranks of society. At a first 
interview even, he made a most favorable impression; he 
had only to present himself to win the sympathy of all 
hearts. Hence, the venerable Visitor of Lisbon, was uni­
versally appreciated; all successive French ministers at 
St. Louis, held him as a friend, and even a counsellor in 
certain circumstances.
The Nuncios attached to the Portuguese government,O  o  7
maintained with him relations stamped with the most cor­
dial intimacy: they extended to him the deepest sympathy 
in his trials, and encouraged him in the struggle he had 
to sustain in the cause of justice and truth. By his ami­
able qualifications, his wide experience, and his acknowl­
edged ability, he exerted an influence not only over the 
French colony, but also in Portuguese society; his friend­
ship and concurrence were greatly valued, and his counsels 
in the management of business affairs, were eagerly solicited.
But, to the endowments of nature, Father Miel united 
the far more precious gifts of grace: all who wTere con­
nected with him render homage to his exalted virtue. All 
delight to recognize in him a worthy Son of St. Vincent 
de Paul.
Like to Our Blessed Father who, in the midst of the 
pomp and luxury of the court of a great king, remained 
ever the humble Vincent, Father Miel, notwithstanding 
his constant intercourse with the representatives of France, 
the society of Portuguese nobles, and grandees of the court 
of Lisbon, remained ever the humble Priest of the Mis­
sion, kind to all, but austere to himself—for he was a man 
of Rule. Some years ago, speaking with a friend, he al­
luded to his sleepless hours, adding that sleep came upon 
him always at the time appointed for rising; the friend 
replied: But why do you rise at four o’clock every day?- 
It is the Rule; answered Father Miel, quite simply. This 
sentence depicts the true religious man.
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Bat, Father Miel was a saint not only for himself, he was 
such also, for others. In his case, zeal was like a new facul­
ty superadded to his nature; the need of devoting himself 
to the salvation of souls was as natural to him as respira­
tion. On arriving at Lisbon, like St. Paul at Athens, in 
presence of the altar erected to the unknown G od , his spirit 
was excited within him: Incitabatur spiritus ejus. A l­
though ever upon the breach, he believed he had accom­
plished nothing so long as there remained anything for him 
to do; only in heaven, shall we know all the souls he has 
brought to G o d . And if to-day, souls hungering for truth 
and justice find pastors ready to break to them the bread 
of the divine Word, they owe it to the noble examples 
given at the church of St. Louis.
Accompanying this ardent zeal, we find in the virtuous 
Missionary a consummate prudence,—a virtue particularly 
necessary to evangelical laborers in the city of Lisbon, 
owing to the prejudice, which they can combat only indi­
rectly ; either, on aceouut of the erroneous maxims current 
throughout this country, or on account of the enemies of re­
ligion so ready to take umbrage. At a glance, ever uner­
ring, Father Miel at once took in the situation; he knew 
how to bide his time when necessary ; but, if duty compelled 
him to act, he did so with a circumspection which baffled 
the boldness of the evil-minded.
The Visitor of Portugal was remarkable for a singular 
discernment of spirits. I t had been said of an illustrious 
Cardinal, that one should refrain from thinking in his pres­
ence if he did not wish his thoughts to be interpreted. In 
the glance of Father Miel, there was something of that pen­
etration which scans the very soul: his judgment was swift 
and unerring. One of the chief virtues of Father Miel, 
was his incomparable discretion so highly appreciated by 
the members <>f the Legation. Father Miel, being master
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of his speech, spoke only as it seemed good to him; it may 
well be said of him, that he had placed a guard upon his 
lips, so as not to exceed in words. Pone, Domine, custodiam 
ori meo.
Another virtue which the good Missionary had frequent 
occasion to practise, was longanimity and forgiveness. Like 
Our blessed Father, it was sufficient to have disobliged or 
offended him, to secure a special claim to his benevolence. 
In  the ministry of charity, especially during the first twen­
ty years of his sojourn in Lisbon, “ it was not all roses,” 
according to his own expression; but, in his heart, all was 
charity.
Since his last return from the Cauterets (1896), the 
waters of which had not proved beneficial to him, his health 
declined from day to day; his strength gradually dimin­
ished; a stage of prostration and stupor succeeded his or­
dinary gay and cheerful manner; this alarmed his Con­
frères; and towards the close of November, he was obliged 
to desist from labor. He was able to say Mass on the 
27th, feast of the Miraculous Medal, also on the 29th, 
the first Sunday of Advent; but in the evening he was 
seized with so heavy a nervous chill, that he was obliged 
to take to his bed. Alas! he was to rise no more. A 
hemorrhage of the lungs followed. His condition was so 
alarming that the physician judged it expedient for him 
to receive the last Sacraments; this he did in perfect con­
sciousness, piously assisting in the holy anointings, all 
the Community being present. The fever was so high 
that he was no longer able to speak; he could only say: 
“thanks,” to the Confrère who performed the ceremony. 
The following morning, at four o’clock, Father Miel gave 
up his beautiful soul to G o d .
This sudden death called forth the deepest regret through­
out the city. The French Minister, then in Paris, on re­
ceiving the telegram announcing the sad tidings, repaired
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to our Mother-House to offer his condolence to the Supe­
rior General; he also sent to the Missionaries of St. Louis 
the following dispatch: “Profoundly grieved, we offer 
you our deep sympathy; with you, we deplore a holy 
priest; staunch patriot, an honor to our colony, and the 
object of our respectful affection. Signed: Count and 
Countess d ’ Orrnesson,” Mr, de Laboulaye, former min­
ister of France to Lisbon, expressed similar regrets. “You 
are aware,” he wrote, “of the deep affection which I en­
tertained for your Superior; it is a poignant sorrow for 
me to think that he is no more.”
Cardinal Aloisi Masella, former Nuncio to Lisbon, since 
Prefect of the Congregation of Rites, testified no less sym­
pathy and admiration. “I  cannot express,” he wrote, “how 
grieved I  am at the death of the most venerated and dear 
Father M iel; nor how much I  regret the loss which your 
Congregation has sustained. Lisbon should erect a mon­
ument to his memory.”
We shall mention a letter from Cardinal Jacobini, who 
also, at an earlier period, was Nuncio to Lisbon: “The 
announcement of our beloved Father Miel’s death was a 
thunderbolt to me; you cannot imagine my grief. His 
glory is to have established devotion at Lisbon.”
Let us conclude these testimonies of regret, by an ex­
tract from a letter of the archbishop of Algarve: “ I  have 
been sorrowfully impressed by the tidings of Father MiePs 
death. He was an exemplary priest for whom I  enter­
tained great esteem and veneration.”
Immediately after the decease, the vast hall of Saint 
Louis, styled the King’s Ilall, was arranged to receive the 
body; here it remained until placed in the coffin. The crowd 
of faithful, coming to pray beside the venerated deceased 
and to look for the last time upon his holy countenance, 
was immense. At three o’clock the remains were brought 
to the chapel, and the office of the dead was chanted. mOn
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Monday, at 10 a, m., Monseigneur Vico, Auditor of the 
Nunciature, Minister of Affairs to the Holy See, cele­
brated Mass and gave the absolution, assisted by the Rev. 
Fathers Pragues and Souza. Mr. Allis6, first Secretary 
of the Legation, in the absence of the French Minister, 
presided, attended by Mr. de Fontenay, second Secretary. 
The representative of the Cardinal Patriarch of Lisbon 
was also present. The entire Legation, the Council, a large 
number of the clergy, regular and secular and many dis­
tinguished members of the laity, filled the choir. The 
Sisters of Charity, the Ladies of the Legation and a 
crowd of sympathizing friends occupied the nave of the 
church.
At eleven o’clock the funeral procession moved forward: 
this was a triumph; a vast concourse followed the coffin 
enveloped in the national colors; three Frenchmen and 
three Portuguese were honorary pall-bearers. The proces­
sion arrived at the cemetery dos Braseres, in which the 
Empress of Brazil, Maria Amelia, had a vault constructed 
for the two Families of St. Vincent. Mr. Allis6, Minister 
of Affairs, in a voice tremulous with emotion, pronounced 
the following tribute which deeply impressed the assistants:
“ Let us, Gentlemen, respectfully salute this coffin! I t  
contains the mortal remains of one who, for forty years, 
was our venerated chaplain, and a devoted friend of our 
colony: in dying, he bequeaths us the example of a labo­
rious life, entirely consecrated to charity and devotedness. 
His zeal for souls, his austerity, his fervor, were well cal­
culated to win the sympathy, and admiration of a l l : these 
have not been withheld in this land of Portugal, where all 
that is noble and generous, ever finds a ready echo; and the 
final homage of reverence which your presence here ren­
ders, proves that this worthy priest knew how to secure 
the most noble and precious of a ll...I  must add, that the 
duties and responsibilities of his Mission never caused him
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to forget his own country. He loved France with all the 
ardor of his soul. Therefore, in the name of his native 
land, in the name of our beloved France, I  tender to him, 
this day, a last farewell!”
To this eulogium so nobly expressed, we shall add but 
a few words, which epitomize this life so admirably filled: 
This worthy Son of St. Vincent de Paul, effected good at 
the cost of his sweat and often of tears: we confidently hope 
that to-day he is reaping, amid endless joys, the fruit of 
his labors; “They who sow in tears shall reap in joy:” 
qui seminant in lacrymis in exidtatione metent.
SWITZERLAND,
In 1875, the Sisters of Charity were expelled from the canton of Geneva^ 
thenceforth, they possessed in Switzerland only the establishments in the 
Catholic canton of Fribourg. However, they have returned to this Protestant 
country - they are now at Zurich to take charge of the Catholic young 
girls, very numerous in this city, for the most part, servants, or employed 
in various trades — exposed to great danger in the midst of heretics who 
form the majority of the population. The cornette, hitherto unknown in 
this locality, has been quietly received; there is reason to hope that in 
time, here, as elsewhere, the Sisters will exercise a salutary influence.
Letter from  S i s t e r  S e n n h a Us e r , Sister of Charity, to 
V e r y  R e v . A. F i a t , Superior General.
Zurich, Marienheim, Werdgasse, 22, Nov. 16, 1896*
M o st  H o n o r e d  F a t h e r ,
Your blessing, i f  you please /
I  hope you will pardon me for having so long delayed 
to give you tidings of the little family at Zurich, in which 
foundation you are so deeply interested.
You have, doubtless, been informed by Our Most Hon­
ored Mother, of our safe arrival at our new destination, 
Monday, Nov. 9th, about half past eight in the morning.
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The Rev. pastor was kind enough to wait for the celebra­
tion of Holy Mass, until we arrived: thus, happily, our 
first visit at Zurich, was to our divine Master, as St. V in­
cent would desire. This was well; for our hearts, a little 
disturbed by the changes so sudden and so unexpected, 
felt the need of having recourse to the G od of all consola­
tion. After Holy Mass, we were conducted to our little 
Marienheim which we found to be a charming little dwell­
ing all ready to receive us. But, on examination, we 
discovered that many articles, quite indispensable, are still 
wanting: this of course, wTas naturally to be expected; we 
must have patience. But, Most Honored Father, you will 
be pleased to hear that your three Daughters at Zurich, 
are disposed, with G od’s help, to be your consolation by 
their union among themselves, by their hidden life, and by 
their devotedness to the work to which G od has called 
them. To obtain this favor, we earnestly recommend our­
selves to your fervent prayers, especially at the Holy Sac­
rifice of the Altar.
From the letter of the Secretary of the Bishop of Coire, 
you have learned that His Lordship is happy to know that 
the Sisters of Charity are at Zurich; and he hopes that our 
humble work “ which the Daughters of St. Vincent de 
Paul have undertaken, will be, as the first link in the 
chain of the good works which in time, will be intrusted 
to them.” These lines are very encouraging to us.
Yesterday, Sunday, we assisted at High Mass; we were 
much edified at the vast concourse of faithful; the church, 
although very spacious, was crowded. What will it be 
next Sunday, at the ceremony of blessing the bells, the 
first of the kind, since the spoliation of the churches of 
Zurich.
The belfry is new; the choir and nave of the church 
have been enlarged. When completed, all will be very 
beautiful. Our House is quite near the church, only a few
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steps distant. We thank G od most heartily for this privi­
lege. At present, we are obliged to make our meditation 
at home. We have only a Crucifix in the room. Perhaps, 
when we have a second and third story, which all think 
will be the case ere long, we may be able to arrange a little 
chapel, which you, Most Honored Father, will come to 
bless, will you not? As repairs are goingon in the church, 
the Blessed Sacrament has been removed to the sacristy ; 
otherwise, we would go to the church for our meditation. 
I t  is certainly no small privation to be without the Blessed 
Sacrament.
Last evening, our first pupil arrived, as a boarder. An­
other has applied, but I am waiting for advice from Mad­
am Sell war zen bach, or the pastor before receiving her. 
The former sleeps here and takes her meals with us, but 
goes to work in a bindery in the city. She is from Einsie- 
deln: I  hope that this first stone, from Notre Dame des 
Ermites, will bring us good fortune.
The llev. pastor is to announce the work shortly, and 
every one thinks we shall have a large number of young 
girls. But what shall we do with rooms so small as ours? 
This is a cause of some anxiety. You see, Most Honored 
Father, how much we stand in need of help from on high.
My dear companions unite with me in soliciting your 
blessing, and in offering you our sentiments of filial respect,
I  remain, Most Honored Father, your most humble and 
obedient Daughter,
S i s t e r  S e n n h a u s e r ,
U. d. o. c. s. o. t. p. s.
7
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O H IN A .—t c h e -k ia n g .
Letter f  rom R e v . A n d r e  Ch u , Priest of the Mission, to 
V e r y  R e v . A . F ia t , Superior General.
Tchu-Tsei, December 20, 1897.
(Translation.)
M o st  H o n o r e d  F a t h e r ,
Your blessing, i f  you please !
Yes, these words are truly applicable to our country : 
“The harvest is great, but the laborers are few!”
Nov. 21st, I  arrived in the city of Tchu-Tsei. This 
region for three years past, has been open to the preaching 
of the Gospel. By the grace of G od , faith has made con­
siderable progress; but, it is to be regretted that Mission­
aries are needed to break the bread of truth to those who 
ask for it. Since my arrival, I  have baptized nineteen 
persons. Many other catechumens desire this grace, but I  
have not had leisure to prepare them, so many other things 
require my attention.
I  have lately visited another city called Phou-Kian, 
thirty-six miles from Tchu-Tsei. I t  is a sub-prefecture of 
Kin-hoa-fou. The people, in general, are poor; the women 
go every year to the mountains of Nien-tchou-fou, to gath­
er, for the benefit of the inhabitants, leaves of the tea-plant; 
they gain their livelihood by this means. The Catholic 
religion is preached here for the first time: people come 
from all parts of the city to hear the Gospel explained: 
such is the number of men, women, children, and old peo­
ple, that three large houses can scarcely accommodate thenu 
All unanimously declare that the doctrine of the Catholic
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religion is true, that it is preferable to that of the Protes­
tants... At present, by the grace of G o d , we have seventy 
catechumens; besides these, many have renounced their su­
perstitions and are converted to the true G o d ; but we must 
see if they persevere: we must also wait for Missionaries; 
these are very few in number. Yes, the harvest is abun­
dant, but the laborers are few.
As directed by Father Faveau, I  have just purchased a 
house which will serve as a public oratory. It cost a thou­
sand piasters. We have only five hundred on hand; we 
know not where or when we shall find the rest. We are 
truly very destitute!
In two days I shall return to Hang-Tchou,to assist F a­
ther Wittib for the feast of Christmas. Father Faveau is 
now absent, on a Mission.
As the new year is approaching, I  embrace this oppor­
tunity to offer you, Most Honored Father, with my hum­
ble wishes, the sentiments of an affectionate Son. May 
G o d  grant you His benediction according to your desires! 
My good wishes will not reach you for the first day of the 
New Year in Europe; but I  hope they will be in time for 
the beginning of the Chinese year.
May your Paternity be pleased to remember in your 
prayers this worthless servant, that I  may be able by 
sanctifying myself every day, to procure daily the glory 
of G o d  and the salvation of souls.
I am, with the most profound respect, in the Sacred 
Hearts of J e s u s  and M a r y  Immaculate, Most Honored 
Father,
Your very humble and obedient Son,
A n d r e  C h u , c . m .
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Letter from  R e v . E. B a r b e r e t , Priest of the Mission, 
to V e r y  R e v . A. F i a t , Superior General.
St. Vincent’s Seminary, Isle of Tchou-San. May 10, 189t.
M ost H ono red  F a t h e r ,
Your blessing, if  you please !
I  have already informed you, that the impulse given by 
our venerated Vicar Apostolic to the works of our Province, 
has produced abundant fruit. The number of Christians is 
more than doubled ; consequently, vocations have increased 
in proportion. Hence, for some years past, candidates for 
the Seminary have been multiplied; but for want of room 
we were obliged to defer their admission. Last year, at 
the cost of great sacrifices, Mgr. Reynaud built a wing paral­
lel to the church which can easily accommodate our forty 
seminarians. The situation of the building favors disci­
pline and vigilance. The upper story is a dormitory; the 
lower floor, divided by a corridor into two parts, comprises 
a study-hall and refectory.
Father Meugniot, who recently made a short visit, is 
quite pleased with the installation, and with the appearance 
of our seminarians. Our students, in truth, manifest most 
excellent dispositions; their good spirit, their piety, and 
application to study, afford me great consolation. Our hope 
of evangelizing our Vicariate is founded upon them: we 
are much in need of laborers, for the catechumens come to 
us from all directions.
Monseigneur Reynaud, who is now in France, must 
have told you how our former and our present works are 
progressing, and what is the result of the same. A large 
proportion of the good effected, is due to him. On ac­
count of his zeal, his example, and his tender affection for 
his Missionaries, there is much emulation among them, 
and a perfect understanding. We trust his journey to
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France will bo blessed. May he also find charitable souls 
to assist him, and enable him by their alms, to establish all 
his works on a solid foundation!
My Confreres in the Seminary, at present, are Father 
Wittib and our dear Brother Asinelli who is studying the­
ology and the Chinese language.
With one heart, we assure you of our submission, and 
of our sincere filial affection.
E. B a r b e r e t , c . m .
We subjoin to this letter some details relative to the Archipelago of 
Tchou-San, extracted from a statement published by Mgr. Reynaud in 1896, 
on the Islands of Pou-Tou and Fo-sin-shang, belonging to this Archipelago.
TCHOU-SAN:
Situate at an equal distance from Japan and Formosa, 
and rising towards the entrance of the great river, im­
properly termed the Blue river, which affords navigation 
for vessels far into the interior of China, the Archipelago 
of Tehou-San occupies, on geographical charts, a position 
as unassuming as it is important in a strategic point of 
view. The eighty islands of this cluster are scattered in 
form of a crown, upon the coasts of the Province of Tche- 
Kiang. Some of these, as advance-guards, overlook the 
vessels which, coming from Europe to Shang-Hai, must 
pass at their base. This group, well known to our marin­
ers, often displays the French flag, formerly planted upon 
the walls of the chief city. Our sailors come here to salute, 
with memories of the past, the venerated tombs where, be­
side the Missionaries and Sisters, repose their brothers-in- 
arms, who were deprived of returning to their own coun­
try. The English, in their turn, often appear here, and 
the Russians send yearly one or two vessels. As to the 
Germans, Americans, and other powers, their visits are 
more rare and less regular. I t is said, however, that last 
7*
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year, the Germans wished to get possession of the princi­
pal island to make it a re victual ling and sentinel’s post. 
But the English were prompt to state in their journals— 
as is their custom in such circumstances—that the Archi­
pelago of Tchou-San cannot be ceded to any nation without 
their consent, in consequence of a secret treaty which binds 
the Chinese. This pretended engagement is brought to 
the notice of the public, whenever a European power seems 
to cast an envious eye upon the islands. I t remains to be 
seen upon what this treaty is based, and by what effica­
cious means the English would defend it, against the efforts 
of a nation that would disregard said treaty. But the ad­
vantageous position of Tchou-San has long since attracted 
attention, and more than one nation has secret aspirations 
to be the most fortunate in the number of competitors.
Notwithstanding the efforts of the Protestants, they 
have not been able to gain over any of the islands of the 
Archipelago. In  the space of thirty or forty years they 
have converted from paganism, but three or four families. 
We have here an active and wrell-paid Protestant catechist, 
and every month a European minister comes from Ning- 
po to preside at the Lord’s supper. This is all he does. 
We, then, are the sole Missionaries in these islands, which 
we have evangelized for more than half a century. Our 
labors are far from being sterile. Within the limits of 
Ting-Hai, the chief city, we have a large church dedicated 
to Saint Michael, also a residence, and a school for boys. 
Opposite to us is an establishment of the Sisters of Charity; 
they direct an orphan asylum of one hundred and fifty 
girls, a hospital for men, and another for women; a dis­
pensary which is much frequented, and a catechumenate 
much too small for the pagans who come to be instructed. 
At the north of the city, twenty minutes’ distance from the 
ramparts, we find the village of Saint Vincent with its 
church, preparatory Seminary, a farm for the orphan boys,
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and a settlement of ( hristian families, twenty in number. 
Basides, these we have in the different islands, fifteen sta­
tions or Christian settlements which are rapidly extending. 
The people everywhere are in sympathy with us. AH the 
islanders know the Spiritual Fathers; and, when we ap­
pear in the streets, the little children, instead of being 
frightened, stop and ask politely Kong-Kong, “ if he had 
a good dinner.”
Among the islands composing the smiling archipelago of 
Tchou-San, there is one in universal repute throughout 
the eighteen provinces of the Empire. Every year, it at­
tracts thousands of pagans who come from a distance on a 
pilgrimage to the temple of its idols. This island is Pou- 
Tou, the Sacred Isle, the Mecca of the Chinese, the centre, 
the rendezvous of all superstitions: the citadel where pa­
ganism lavishes daily at the devil’s feet, the incense and 
homage of an official worship. Here, there are, at least, 
three hundred pagodas, some of these are sumptuous. All 
have a magnificent situation on the borders of the sea, in 
the depths of valleys, on the mountain side, or on its sum­
mit. These temples are served by nearly two thousand 
bonzas, who sell to the poor pilgrims of the devil, the pre­
tended merits of their prayers and prostrations.
The Island of Fo-sin-shang, as wTell as Pou-Tou, be­
longs to the bonzas, in virtue of an imperial donation of 
Kang-Sbi. Seated in the midst of the sea, some miles 
from its renowned rival, it seems to behold it from its arid 
heights with a sort of envy. Its outline is rugged and 
irregular; and its sides covered with rocks to the very 
summit are intersected by large rents, deep gorges, and 
numerous bays into which the waves rush tumultuously. 
Sometimes, we feel the earth trembling under our feet, when 
enormous waves, impelled by violent tempests, dash to the 
depths of the caverns finding no egress. The Missionaries 
have established a chapel at Fo-sin-shang.
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AFRICA.
ABYSSINIA.
Letter from, R e v . E . Co u l b e a u x , Priest of the 
Mission, to R e v . A . M il o n . Secretary General.
Harar, Dec. 20, 189*7.
R e v . a n d  v e r y  d e a r  C o n f r e r e ,
The grace of our Lord be with us forever !
You thought we were still waiting in Alexandria, where­
as, your letter of Oct. 31st, reached us at Djibouti, the 
eve of our departure for the interior.
As you are aware, after pressing and earnest endeavors 
to secure a passport by the northern route, we were dis­
appointed : we then thought of returning by Djibouti and 
the southern route. As soon as this project was approved 
by Our Most Honored Father we set out. Had we not 
waited long enough, and in vain? From June 8th, to Oct. 
30th!
In less than five days, the Djemmah, packet in national 
service from Marseilles to Madagascar, put us off at Djibouti.
DJIBOUTI.
This new port, at the entrance of Tadjourra bay, sub­
stitutes that of Obock, better known at the present day as 
the channel and head of the French possessions, on this 
coast of Eastern Africa. Justly has Obock been aban­
doned. The promontory of Djibouti commands the southern 
part of the bay, comprised in the French possessions, and 
furnishes a harbor a hundred times preferable. The maps 
do not give a correct description of it: as an appendage to 
the promontory, three small islands incline towards the 
interior of the gulf, forming a sort of ear. These three
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islets connected, are called Djibouti, and at present they 
contain the public and private establishments which are 
to constitute the new city. But two years ago, this was a 
bare rock: and already, the rising city increases daily, as 
if by magic. The harbor is precisely in the centre of the 
ear thus formed by nature. I t  is of sufficient depth even 
to the neighborhood of the rock of islets, A small pier 
suffices for boarding.
Besides this pier of the Government, the railroad Com­
pany is building another at the extremity of the central 
islet, quite close to the large establishment of maritime ser­
vice; this will be the head of the famous line which is to 
connect Djibouti to the cities of Harar and Addis-Abeba, 
“ the new flower,” according to the etymology of the word.
t h e  p a r i s h .
We reached the hotel des Arcades at seven o’clock in 
the morning, consequently, we were in time to celebrate 
Holy Mass. We took a guide to conduct us to the Capu­
chin Fathers, who, however, are quite near our hotel.
Father Cyprian had just gone to the parish. We met 
him on the street, and, at his cordial invitation, we followed 
him to the chapel of the mission. This is only a poor 
hall on the first floor of the house of the Franciscan Sisters 
of Calais.
Neither the Fathers nor these religious are permanently 
settled. Their dwellings are only leased, until the colony 
is secured, and means are furnished to commence definite 
establishments. Great sacrifices and heavy expenses had 
been sustained atObock; these costly buildings are neces­
sarily abandoned since the transfer of the French colony to 
Djibouti. Poor and inconvenient as was this habitation, 
so like to Bethlehem, we were happy to celebrate the Holy 
Sacrifice there, in thanksgiving for the success of our sec­
ond maritime station. On Sunday, Our Lord receives herj
105
et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 5, No. 2
Published by Via Sapientiae, 1898
270 THE ANNALF.
as at the manger, those of the brave French colonists who 
even here, form H ispusillus grex—oh! yes, very small: a 
few gentlemen, a few ladies !... Fauci electi! But, if they 
werefeiv in number, they are, in the eyes of faith, truly 
the élite.
In proof of this, I  shall give an instance well worthy 
of being recorded.
A DISCIPLE OF OZANAM.
A gentlemen of the colony was passing one evening 
through a street, in a section of which beds for the native 
Danakyl and Somali, are placed. From one of these he 
heard a weak voice calling him in good French : “Sir, sir!” 
—“I  approached,” said Count de la Guibòurgère, “and saw 
a poor Abyssinian, a mere skeleton, a dying man, stretched 
upon a miserable pallet, enveloped in the infection caused 
by his disease.—He was suffering from chronic dysentery.
“The Abyssinians, servants or merchants, who had rented 
the bed, allowed the poor man this wretched corner, there 
to suffer; but they rendered him no assistance, whatever, 
nor procured him any nourishment...”
The count much surprised to hear him speak French 
tolerably well, notwithstanding the extreme weakness to 
which he was reduced, asked him where he had learned 
the language.
“I  was enrolled,” said he, “ in the French militia at 
Madagascar. I  served during the whole campaign, and ob­
tained the grade of under-officer : there, sir, in that corner, 
put your hand, and you will find a folded paper; it is the 
certificate they gave me.”— “In fact, I  found,” says Mr. 
de la Guibòurgère, “a paper blackened by smut and per­
spiration, but tolerably legible.” The poor soldier had 
always carried this paper fastened in the flannel around 
his body, for fear of losing it. The certificate gave details 
of the faithful service and good conduct of Oueldà Meskel,
106
Annals of the Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 5 [1898], No. 2, Art. 1
https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol5/iss2/1
THE ANNALS. 271
this was his name: “Son of the Cross I” Hence, he merited 
the confidence of his Superiors, and his grade of under­
officer. The dysentery having rendered him, like so many 
others, unfit for military service, he was discharged, and 
recommended by the certificate, to the authorities of Dji­
bouti, whither he was directed. “ But, with such a testi* 
mony, how is it that you are in such a place as this? Why 
did you not ask assistance from the Administration of the 
Protectorate?”
— “I did present myself, but they repulsed me,” said he, 
bursting into tears. “ Yet, down there, my masters were so 
good to me!”
“I was astonished, indignant! A young soldier who had 
contracted a disease in the service of France, to be cast 
out into the street, left there without succor, a prey to sick* 
ness, to hunger, in this loathsome district For the com­
patriots of Choa had taken him from the filth of the streets 
and given him this miserable corner. But this was all 
they did for him; they left him alone to perish, “In vain 
even,” adds the Count, “ I besought them to assist me to 
cleanse the patient, and disinfect his putrid bed: All refused* 
With my servant, I  did what was indispensable; then I  
sent to the market for a cup of water fit to drink — for even 
this was wanting to him— and a glass of condensed milk.”
You will not be surprised at these kind offices, when I  
tell you that this gentleman is a member of St. Vincent 
de Paul’s society,— of the parish Saint Germain of Aux- 
erre, I  believe.
After this first act of kindness towards the sick man, the 
Count went to the Administration of the Protectorate. Alas ! 
all his eloquence had no effect on this heartless body. Then 
it was he came to us, giving us these details. We prom­
ised to attend to his protégé, particularly in what concerned 
the salvation of his soul. Meanwhile, he found Mr. Car* 
rette,one of my friends and compatriots; still flushed with
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indignation at the refusal he had met with at (he Protec­
torate, he informed my friend of all that had transpired. 
“Come, let us return to the Administration,” said Mr. Gar­
rotte, “ we will force the matter.” In fact, they succeeded in 
procuring, at least, a little place of shelter near the prison ; 
and a prisoner to nurse the poor soldier. The servants of 
these gentlemen, and our own, conducted by Father Gru- 
son, carried the cadaverous skeleton to the little habitation 
swept and cleaned, and furnished with an angarep 
(stretcher); all this is due to Mr. de la Guibourgère.
We all, in turn, bestowed our attentions upon the sick 
man. With the consent of the Rev. Capuchin Father 
Superior, I  began to catechise him in his own language.
I f  his knowledge of French was sufficient for ordinary 
intercourse, it was too limited to enable him to com­
prehend readily and rapidly, the truths of faith necessary 
to salvation. His condition was desperate. At each of 
our alternate visits, we said: “ He has not long to live!” 
He was pleased to see a priest, and to receive from him 
words of consolation and of heavenly hope.
“Let me do all that is necessary to find access to divine 
mercy,” said he, finally, raising his withered arms, his 
trembling suppliant hands to heaven. Together with Mr. 
de la Guibourgère we repaired at the appointed time to his 
bed-side. I  baptized him conditionally, the Count stand­
ing sponsor. The sick man had already related to me his 
history and the second Sacrament of reconcilation followed 
close upon the former touching ceremony. This was 
doubtless the first act of devotedness and the first happy 
result which the society of St. Vincent de Paul had to reg­
ister in Djibouti. The interesting protégé, although dying, 
experienced in his heart, so sweet a joy, that tears of grati­
tude fell from his eyes, while he continued to repeat: “ Mav 
the good G od reward you!” This happiness produced a 
favorable reaction. From the moment that the Sacraments
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gave him the firm conviction that he could hope for heaven 
lie grew physically better. By the help of assiduous care, 
his eye became daily more limpid, bright, and intelligent, 
indicating that his system was being gradually readjusted. 
We left him, Nov. 22nd, but, with the sweet hope that he 
would recover, to bear testimony to the charity of this 
devout Parisian, the diciple of Ozanam, under the auspices 
of St. Vincent de Paul. During two weeks, we had at 
Djibouti the edifying spectacle of his untiring devotedness.
o u r  p r e p a r a t i o n s .
We commenced at once, our preparations for the caravan. 
Divine Providence assisted us visibly by the circumstances 
which favored our preparations. This was all the more 
fortunate, because, having decided to pass through Mas- 
souah, where we should have found everything in abun­
dance, we had almost nothing of what was so necessary for 
us. Moreover, that interminable journey—nearly thirteen 
hundred miles, that is, from Djibouti to Harar and Addis- 
Abeba towards the South, then from Addis-Abeba to Agamie 
to the north, verging to the Red Sea!— All this imposed on 
us necessities and extra preparations.
Everything came to our hand, as if by magic. Excel­
lent old friends who knew me in my former mission in 
Abyssinia, assembled, offering their services; they were, 
so to say, at our command. While the crowd of railroad 
contractors and travelers for the same destination as we, 
could find no mules, ten were offered to us, with saddles, all 
at net cost, by the viscount Poncins, hunter of lions and ele­
phants, in the desert regions of Somali Danakyl, and Adel. 
Twelve camels were also provided. And yet, the Russian 
Mission, conducted by Mr. Wlassof, will probably be 
forced to wait many months before securing the fifty mules 
and the hundreds of camels needed.
Provisions requisite for so long a journey are absolutely
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wanting; and Djibouti, the rising city, is at the present 
time but a mass of stones, mortar, lime, and building ma­
terials. Stores are in course of erection, but they are yet, 
far from supplying the crowds that arrive with the vari­
ous articles of which they stand in need. Our friends gen­
erously shared their provisions with us, and at their com­
mand, Mr. Felix Potin, sent them on in advance of us.
Mr. Labosse, our former Consul of France to Massaouah, 
an old and generous friend, literally despoiled his house, 
and even his cellar, that nothing might be wanting to us.
November 21st, at the head of my muleteers, of my 
camel-drivers, and above all, my “Ab&n,” that is, my re­
sponsible and indispensable guide, I  repaired to the A d­
ministration o f the Protectorate. All were inscribed, with 
the requisite formalities on both sides.
EN ROUTE.
.The 22nd of November was a day of general commotion: 
but, towards evening the caravan was in marching order, 
en route for Ambouli.
However, we had a parting visit to make to our com­
patriots of the colony. I  must say that all—and their 
number is very great—were full of sympathy for us; and 
we bore away with us from this germ of the colony in pro­
gress, the most pleasant recollections.
Up to midnight, we traveled on to rejoin our caravan; 
and with it, we cast ourselves pell-mell, animals and men, 
among the carbonized stones which cover the plateau of 
Gourimo; each one pushing them to the right and to the 
left, to make a little space to lie down for an hour or two 
of sleep.
At three o’clock in the morning, all were astir. O h! 
the uproar of the rising of an encampment in the bright­
ness of an eastern firmament!
Henceforth, our mode of life, as far as Harar, will be:
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morning halts, evening halts; erecting tents; taking them 
down, folding them, etc. To change and vary the pleasure, 
the same thing will be daily repeated, except inevitable ac­
cidents, dangers, alarms, etc.
At Aggine, a torrent running between the mountains of 
pulverized rocks and plains covered with burnt shells, 
we were able— it was Sunday—the 28th, at two o’clock' 
a. m., to celebrate Holy Mass under our tent, in the silence 
of night, while our Mussel man camel-dri vers were asleep. 
This, doubtless, was the first and the only time that the 
Holy Sacrifice had been offered in these void and barren 
deserts.
We continued our journey during seventeen days,— to 
the dawn of the beautiful feast of the Immaculate Con­
ception, Dec. 8 th.
Under the auspices of our Blessed Mother we reached 
Harar at 10:30 a. m., in time to arrange for the celebra­
tion of the Holy Sacrifice, which we offered in thanksgiv­
ing for the heavenly protection that had been vouchsafed 
us, during this first stage of our journey— so extremely 
difficult, and dangerous!
ASPECT OF COUNTRY.
Frightful, gloomy, dark, more disastrous than any I  
have ever seen, are the regions through which we trav­
eled!— regions, however, which geographical charts adorn 
as with a rich necklace, to designate and determine the 
boundary to the enviable “French possessions” in this cor­
ner of Eastern Africa!
Doubtless, they say, after the thorns we shall have the 
roses; and at the terminus of the scorching deserts, we 
shall secure mines of gold!— Is this quite certain? The 
narration of disasters was the gloomy and constant subject 
of conversation at the table of our host, and on all occa­
sions at Djibouti! But the description bears no proportion
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to the horrors of these interminable plains, completely 
parched, covered with carbonized shells; sometimes with 
stones of a dull or of a dazzling appearance, equally fatigu­
ing to the eye which can scarcely venture to look there­
upon! After these immense plains, we find deep gorges; 
hills arise, table-land and mountains appear, vested in sim­
ilar horror; among these heaps of stone and rocky clay, 
there is no vegetation, except here and there at the foot of 
stunted, thorny, and withered shrubbery, mimosas, or gum 
trees, and certain plants with large, bitter leaves, prepared 
by Providence for the nourishment of camels! These trees, 
from age to age, under the constant rays of a burning sun, 
are withered, cracked, apparently dead, although still liv­
ing. Doubtless, this is, in some measure, the case with 
the reprobate in hell; they are withered, scorched, and 
consumed, without, however, being destroyed! From the 
combustion of all these surfaces,— which extend indefinite­
ly— as from an immense heated furnace, too faithfully 
concentrating the solar rays, there is formed at night more 
disastrously than during the day, an atmosphere of dry 
heat which produces suffocation. This is a great danger: 
fatal accidents are common in these regions, in July and 
August, especially during the night.
FAUNA.
Even the wild beasts have forsaken these plains of hell. 
With the exception of some hyenas in the woody environs 
of Djibouti, you need not fear to encounter any wild beast 
in the interior of the Somali regions, wander where you 
may.
Instead of caves and refreshing shade among the rocks 
and on the mountain side; instead of those haunts where 
lions and leopards delight to shelter themselves during the 
day, thence to roam at night under the caves of darkness, 
they would find only unapproachable craters and furnaces!
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Hence, it was only after a march of eight days, that we be­
gan to meet with some beautiful animals, in the vast plains 
of Degago, so called from the torrent running through 
them.
At the entrance, we saw the Vicount de Poncins, who 
there hunts the antelope and gazelle of every size and 
color, also panthers and other animals attracted by abun­
dant game. This is a real park, if not a poultry-yard, so 
numerous are the handsome creatures that congregate there!
On entering the encampment of this famous hunter, we 
found a double row of horns and antlers of extraordinary 
beauty, arranged around his tent.
From Degago Diana’s page will go to the neighbor­
ing region of Adel in quest of the elephant, rhinoceros, 
and lion.
Like ourselves, instead of ferocious beasts, he lias chiefly 
to fear human beasts in these wild lands.
SOMALI TRIBES.
I f  the country of Somali is frightful, the inhabitants are 
no less so!—These black Somali!—To them, however, we 
have intrusted our lives as far as H arar: our aban, the re­
sponsible guide of our caravan, is of Somali, and one of 
the most distinguished of the race; all our camel-drivers 
are also of Somali; there is even a woman, doubtless, be­
longing to one of them, who all along the route drives the 
first camel, to direct the line! Their countenance is most 
ferocious under the black head-dress in which they are 
buried! The gentleness of their manners prompts them 
to give chase to human game, and the women are foremost 
in urging them thereto. Even in their national costume, 
said Mr. Labosse, there is a coquettish style: for every 
murderer—and he alone—has the right to wear a white 
ostrich plume in his stiff bushy hair; this plume is artisti-
113
et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 5, No. 2
Published by Via Sapientiae, 1898
278 THE ANNALS.
cally reddened by a preparation of lime, in which they 
steep it at regular periods.
You perceive, consequently, the diabolical cruelty in 
that head so sumptuously adorned! Ah! in the estimation 
of the Somali, such a head is the neplus ultra of grace 
and fascination; hence, the young hero, with his hand rest­
ing firmly upon the hilt of his cutlass, ennobled by the 
blood with which he is still stained, can in all confidence, 
present himself, sure henceforth, of obtaining the hand to 
which he aspires. Our aban has thus distinguished him­
self five times! He showed us the precious testimony of 
his bravery in the bracelets that ornamented his arm. On 
account of his presence, we were entitled to greater respect 
from the Nomades, his brethren, whom we met in the 
desert. Their savage glance softened, and their lance 
dropped, when, at our head, they recognized the renowned 
“Ourfa,”—this was his name,—of the ancient race of the 
R er Coal! On beholding these savages, we were no longer 
surprised to hear of the frequent massacres mentioned year­
ly in the African Chronicle. Scarcely a month ago, we 
are told two Europeans fell victims to this cruelty ! Human 
flesh is chicken-meat to these cannibals.
We must add that, in undertaking this dangerous jour­
ney through the regions of Somali, passing, as it were 
into the very jaws of death, we did all in our power to 
place ourselves in a condition to appear before God; and, 
with all the fervor of our souls we commended ourselves 
to His merciful protection. However, prudent friends who 
urged us to take every human precaution, armed our 
Abyssinian servants with ten heavy muskets, and car­
touches well filled. “Notwithstanding this,” said they, “do 
not trust these men, in case of a surprise; be careful that 
they do not escape with your arms.” This, indeed, does 
sometimes happen. And, in fact Dennik6, my chief guide, 
and the head of the line, although from Choa himself,
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had given me the same advice, in confidence, before our 
departure from Djibouti.
All these details show clearly how grateful we should be 
to our protectors in heaven and on earth, for having drawn 
upon us by their prayers the most signal benedictions.
Under the impression of these sentiments, with what 
emotion we reached, at last, the walls of Harar!
Finally, vegetation! I t  may readily be inferred from 
the mention of abundant game on the borders of the 
Degago, vegetation in this region is of a high order: 
hardy and coriaceous plants, thorny clusters, groups of 
mimosas and old gum-trees.
Wandering shepherds every three or four days, conduct 
their large flocks to the wells hollowed out in the dry bed 
of the torrent.
How wisely has our Creator adapted these divers natures 
to the climates they inhabit!
As we gazed with admiration on the antelopes, the im­
mense roes, camels and gazelles, of “Kouddou, Aoul, and 
Digdid,” we beheld with great pleasure the sheep and goats 
of the Somali, with shining skin and long fleece bearing 
testimony to their healthy condition. The sheep have one 
peculiarity which distinguishes them from those of other 
countries: namely, that all, by thousands and thousands, 
have uniformly the entire body covered with a white fleece, 
pure and spotless; the head alone of a brilliant black, like 
silk in the sun.
TERRITORY OF ABYSSINIAN GALLA.
Hitherto, we have been within the limits of the “French 
possessions.” The trees introduce us into the Abyssinian 
territory.
After taking leave of Mr. de Poncins, we came, two 
hours later, at Bia Kaboba, upon a post of soldiers depend­
ent on Ras MakonnSn, governor of Harar. Here two
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roads unite, leading to Zeila, and Djibouti. That of Zelia, 
is the more frequented.
Twenty-three hours later, we reached Djaldessa, a town 
and a great market; here terminate the Somali regions,and 
here the Galla tribes commence, extending like an ever- 
increasing inundation.
Hence, we were obliged to change our train and com­
panions : this is a far more wearisome task to travelers of 
our condition, than at the railroad stations. We parted 
with our guide, and camel-drivers, and, well understood 
with their beasts of burden: a forced detention, probably 
of long duration, until we can procure a fresh caravan.
According to the custom of persons somewhat above the 
ordinary rank, our arrival was announced by four gun­
shots: whereas, the common people enter pell-mell with 
the women, mules, and camels. We immediately beheld 
the agents of the police descend from their station, situated 
above the market.
Here, a precious favor awaited us, which delivered us 
from the weariness of Customhouse formalities, and from 
the embarrassment of forming a new caravan. From Ha- 
rar, Mgr. Taurin Cahagne, Vicar Apostolic of Galla, had 
foreseen and provided for all.
A former student, principal agent of the police, sent for­
ward some davs previously, awaited us. He came to meet 
us and conducted us to the quarters prepared. He had 
already secured ten camels belonging to Catholic Galla. 
What a happiness, is it not, in leaving that cruel Somali, 
to pass into the hands of young and devoted brothers in 
Our L o rd !
THE MASSIVE HAKARIEN.
Djaldessa derives its name from a river descending from 
the lofty mountain, called by the Abyssinians“Hararghie” 
or region of Harar. I t  receives the waters from the north­
ern slope, and conveys them to the Aoussa lakes.
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We entered the deep gorges which, from age to age the 
torrential rains had created, dark and cool in the sides of 
the mountains overhanging them, and rising to the altitude 
of nearly ten thousand feet.
What a sudden contrast from those immense plains, hot 
and barren, left far behind us! And what a cry of joy es­
caped us, when, as our path wound through the labyrinth 
of rocks, we perceived beneath us on the bank of the tor­
rent the first field of sorghum, ripe for harvest! At last, 
we were beyond the savage zone!
THE OASIS.
Here the massive Hararien develops,clothed with verd­
ure, trees, and plants, mor q civilized, 1 may say; for, instead 
of those slender needles, and hooked claws with which the 
shrubs were armed in the regions through which we had 
just passed, seeming to insult the traveler, we find here 
the fruitful and strong branches of the sycamore, or similar 
trees with broad and dense foliage. After having reached 
these heights by a thousand capricious windings, we came, 
at last, upon a vast plain from which we perceived, about 
three miles from us, the city of Harar, emerging like a 
queen from a dense mantle of the richest verdure, envelop­
ing her in ample folds, forming a vast garden inclosure. To 
our delighted eyes, what an agreeable sight was this oasis, 
planted with coffee trees, with banana trees with their large 
leaves, and laden with fruit, and other trees similar to the 
live oaks of Libanus— trees much prized by the Mussel- 
mans and called by them “Tchiad” : the Mussel mans abuse 
these trees as the Chinese do opium: their greatest delight 
is to chew these intoxicating leaves! On the lower hills, 
the fields produce sorghum, the chief sustenance of the 
people: on the higher plains, they raise wheat and barley 
for the use of the wealthy, and the Galla chiefs.
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THE CITY.
The city of Harar, in itself, is far inferior to the rich 
frame in which it is encased. I t  might be appropriately 
likened to a rude peasant decked out in the jewels and rich 
garments of a princess!
Girdled, or rather strongly inclosed within a wretched 
wall destined to protect it against the attacks of the Be­
douins, from the deserts of Somali or Galla, the city pre­
sents a hideous medley of houses heaped, as it were, one 
upon another: and, in addition to this deformity, the pre­
vailing tint of brown earth spreads a gloom over every­
thing: what a disappointment! Three monuments emerge 
from the city: two high towers or minarets of the mosque, 
the new church of the Abyssinian conquerors, and the pal­
ace of the Ras Mokonnen, a high white house, quite new, 
still beautiful and fresh, not yet disfigured by the inclem­
ency of the seasons.
To the inhabitants inclosed within the city, Harar is a 
prison, nil the more sad and gloomy, contrasting so strong­
ly with its free and charming natural surroundings. The 
streets winding around, leading to different quarters, are 
narrow, strewed with filth, beset with dangers, infected 
with the stench arising from the dying, and the putrefac­
tion of the dead;— wretched human beings scattered here 
and there in the public places, no one concerned either for 
the sick who fall there, or for the healthfulness of the lo­
cality. Fortunately at night, hyenas entering through the 
apertures of the inclosure, take upon themselves the office 
of scavengers, devouring or carrying off the skeletons, 
whether living or dead.
And what of liberty?
This is much on the style of galley-slaves. Europe 
will have much labor to endure in modifying and trans­
forming this place into a habitable city. Those who have 
already come here to try their fortune, have met with no
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success: it is impossible to escape these horrors, these mis­
eries. I t  is a difficult matter for them even to seek a little 
diversion, in breathing the fresh and fragrant air of the 
gardens! for no European is allowed to go out of the 
city, or to walk elsewhere, without the permission of the 
governor.
This is our situation, since our arrival. We are pris­
oners; and in what a dungeon!
But, I  should not express myself in this manner, since 
we are the object of such paternal affection on the part of 
Mgr. Taurin, and are so kindly regarded by the Capuchin 
Fathers who have so cordially given us hospitality. They 
themselves can scarcely venture abroad, for fear of being 
suspected or accused of proselytism.
With much stronger reason must we three strangers, 
submit to this forced detention, although sad and weary, 
on account of the inaction, equally forced.
THE CATHOLIC MISSION.
The dependencies of the Galla Mission, occupy quite a 
large tract of land in the eastern section of the city. They 
comprise a number of buildings irregularly constructed, 
which Mgr. Taurin was able to secure in 1885, under 
Egyptian authority then ruling Harar. But, at the pres­
ent day, it would be impossible to purchase them: all 
right of ownership being interdicted to Europeans, by an 
imperial decree.
Other buildings erected by Mgr. Taurin, similar in style, 
divide the inner space into four or five small yards, des­
tined for the sport of the Galla children, about twenty in 
number, and for divers domestic purposes. The intention 
which Monseigneur evidently had in view in the construc­
tion of these buildings, was to conceal from profane eyes, the 
works and importance of the Catholic Mission. There­
fore, we find the chapel in the centre of the building where 
its existence would be least suspected. I t  consists of an
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inclosure of four sides, small, low and dark; here Our 
Lord occupies a little space in the deepest recess.
As at the manger of Bethlehem, the pure and fervent 
hearts there assembled, constitute the only ornament. 
Eight months ago, three Franciscan Sisters opened an or­
phan asylum in the neighborhood.
In a little yard near the sanctuary, there is a space ex­
tending the whole length of the wall, which is of clay ; 
here about twenty inches from the ground, are ranged 
platforms large enough to serve as beds, much resembling 
mangers in stables. In fact, even in the house, the case is 
similar. Here Father Gruson, Brother Le Priol, and my­
self have been installed while waiting.
This, our second detention, threatens to be of long du­
ration also! The Emperor Ménélik, has indeed, granted 
permission to reclaim our possessions in Agamié, but he 
will not allow us to repair thither by the southern route. 
Already, the news of our being at Harar, is a source of 
anxiety. He fears that our presence will give rise to 
troubles and religious disturbances on the part of the clergy 
and hostile monks.
However, I  trust that our minister plenipotentiary, Mr. 
Lagarde, may have easily and promptly removed this 
groundless fear, and the obstacle resulting therefrom, which 
prevents us from continuing our journey.
G o d  who has thus far conducted us safely through all 
difficulties, will not abandon us at the very gates of our 
land of promise. We rely more than ever on the prayers 
offered in our favor. Please to continue them.
Thank G o d ! our health is good, despite the trials and 
sudden changes of the climate.
I  am in the love of Our Lord and of His Immaculate 
Mother, Rev. and very dear Confrère,
Your devoted,
E. C oU L B E A U X . C. M.
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We have recently learned that, through the benevolent 
intervention of Mr, Lagarde, Ménélik has granted per­
mission to Father Coulbeaux and his companions to go to 
Addis-Abeba. The Emperor has written to the Vice-Gov­
ernor of Harar, Gherazmateh Benti; “ I authorize Abba 
Johannes,—Father John Coulbeaux-to come here. Give 
orders to facilitate his speedy departure, and a soldier K a - 
latié-bearer of the imperial decree-to serve as a guide and 
protector: see that nothing be wanting on the journey...”
Father Coulbeaux writes, Jan. 6th, that the Gheraz­
mateh had made him a visit, and agreed with him for an 
early departure.
MADAGASCAR.
(SOUTHERN VICA RIATE.)
On Aug. 11, 1897, Mgr. Crouzet, Father Castan, and Brother Cazeaux 
embarked on a sailer, the Rene, for the new Mission founded at Tulléar, 
whither they went to install Father Castan. On the following night, they 
doubled Cape Saint Mary, reached the island of Nossi-Vey, Aug. 15th, 
and arrived at Tulléar on the 16th. A few interesting details have been 
furnished by Mgr. Crouzet.
I .— NOSSI-VEY.
Sunday, Aug. 15th.—This is the feast of the Assump­
tion. We cannot say Holy Mass. We offer this privation 
to our good Mother, uniting our intention with those more 
favored ones, who have the happiness of celebrating the 
day in a manner more consoling to the Christian heart.
The island of Nossi-Vey, however, is at no great dis­
tance. We advance,—but our progress is almost imper­
ceptible. The René scarcely furrows the waters in our path.
At midday, we perceive an indistinct outline. This be­
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comes, gradually, more decided, and at length, we dis­
tinguish Nossi-Vey which seems to rise only a few feet 
above the level of the waves.
At two o'clock we are landed from the canoe on the beach.
Whither shall we turn our steps? We are not acquainted 
with any one, and at this hour of the day owing, to 
the intense heat diffused by a blazing sun, the huts are 
closed. Whilst we were consulting as to what was best to 
be done, Providence sends to our relief a brave colonist. 
He—whom we now meet for the first time—recognizes us, 
takes charge of us, notifies the French Resident of our 
arrival, and, after allowing us a few moments of repose 
conducts us to the palace of the government. (Be not 
alarmed at the word palace: it is used for mere form sake.)
During our journey, we have leisure to admire the 
island. The whole may be taken in at a single glance. 
Some huts made of straw and bamboo reeds, but spacious 
and tasteful in their construction; beyond these, sand upon 
sand, the dazzling whiteness relieved by the glistening 
pearl of fragments of shells. No vegetation save a few 
tufts of dried up marine plants, and spectres of trees which 
have stubbornly resisted all the efforts of those who strove 
for their thriving.
Fresh water is a great rarity, and wood for fuel hardly 
to be found. Tow-boats go daily to St. Augustine for 
provisions, and if there is a favorable wind, return in the 
evening to Nossi-Vey. When this return is not possible, 
both water and wood—held in reserve by a few colonists— 
rise to a fabulous price. “Better,” says our guide, “allay 
one’s thirst with Champagne than buy this sweetened water 
unfit to drink; the wine would cost less money.” The 
climate is healthful, and despite the forced privations 
which the inhabitants must endure, constitutions are strong.
But why choose such a home? For a very simple reason. 
On the large island, the merchants were exposed to cease-
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less insult from the Mahafalos, Their merchandise was 
pilfered with a desperate regularity. At the suggestion of 
a French admiral, they established themselves upon this 
neck of land emerging from the waters, and thus, despite 
lack of facilities they are free to transact their business 
aifairs.
In a year or two, Nossi-Vey will no longer exist as a city* 
All the inhabitants will have been transferred to Tullear, 
a port on the western coast, about eighteen miles distant, 
and situate slightly to the north of St. Augustine Bay.
We were welcomed with the greatest affability by Mme. 
Est£be and Mr. Estebe, Resident from France; an ample 
and generous hospitality was extended us.
The Resident did the honors of his house in our regard. 
All are rejoiced to see him entirely recovered from his 
wound. We had been informed that the representative of 
France was the only person injured in a conflict with the 
insurgents. Here is what transpired:
Quite recently, one of the principal guards of the mili­
tia was assassinated in a large village, residence of King 
Tapomano, and the latter,—far from delivering the guilty 
one over to the hands of justice, joined the army of the 
rebels himself.
Without a moment’s hesitation, Mr. Est&be summons all 
the colonists upon whom he can rely, to the number of 
twenty-five or thirty, associating them with a detachment 
of militia commanded by an inspector, repairing immedi­
ately in person to the theatre of the rebellion. Great dar­
ing and energy were required, for the struggle was to be 
sustained against thousands of men. Success crowned the 
expedition, the king made his escape, but great numbers 
of his subjects were slain.
During the engagement, Mr. Estebe was struck bv a ball; 
the wound might have proved fatal, but—thank God—al­
though painful, there was no serious result.
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There has never been a resident priest or missionary at 
Nossi-Vey. Previous to our arrival, during last April, the 
Jesuit Fathers made a few visits. Father Lasne remained 
here one week. Excepting these rare and fugutive oppor­
tunities, the colonists have found it impossible to fulfil their 
religious duties, or approach the Sacraments. I t  would be 
utterly useless to think of any permanent foundation here 
as this centre is destined to disappear. We have made no 
promise, notwithstanding the numerous petitions addressed 
to us. Moreover, the population will be in a less aban­
doned condition than formerly, as we are about to form a 
mission-centre in the environs.
Monday, Aug. 16th.—After a comfortable night, we 
have the consolation of celebrating holy Mass in an apart­
ment placed at our disposal by the Resident.
At noon, we once more board the René.
The sands-banks upon which the island of Tullear 
rest, appear like so many heaps of polished steel : we are 
nearing the shore. At four o’clock we are opposite the 
mast of the French fiag-ship; we have reached our des­
tination,—the René rides at anchor.
G od be praised! we arrive safe and sound, and without 
more than ordinary fatigue. To-m orrow we shall inaug­
urate our work.
II .— TULLEAR.
After landing, we went to visit our future installation 
at Tullear. Father Lasne had rented a house, the location 
of which we are, first of all, to find out. We set out for 
the residence, whither Mr. Estèbe had preceded us by a 
few minutes. Captain Génin and Lieutenant Bonnet, who 
had arrived some days previously, had already outlined a 
plan of the country, and were preparing to penetrate into 
the interior at the head of their companies of Malagassy 
skirmishers and disciplinarians. The introduction was soon
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over, almost at the first words, these gentlemen—know­
ing that we had neither fire nor dwelling-place—retained 
us for all repasts until their departure. The invitation so 
amiable and so opportune, was gratefully accepted. Here 
was one point gained. The kind Providence thus fur­
nishing us with food, encourages us to hope for much more.
As our guide we have an urchin; we follow him, plod­
ding along over the sand; at almost every step we sink 
down, which process singularly retards our speed. This 
effort prolonged into ten minutes brings us to our new 
abode. Although entirely unfurnished, there is nothing 
to repel us in the appearance of this mansion: a spacious 
court-yard,—three principal buildings.
The first, as we enter, contains two rooms with a lobby. 
The second, to the left, is a ruin filled by the dingy black 
sides of an immense boiler; let us say no more of this: it 
is the kitchen, and finally we reach the third building, the 
stumbling-block: a large store with four divisions; two 
for the school-room, one for the chapel. My! what pene­
tration Father Lasne has! Our Confrères will not be very 
badly lodged in this palace built of straw and bamboo 
reeds! We are not free to devote much time to mere ad­
miration. There is a grave problem to be solved: a ques­
tion of arranging for the night. The mats which cover 
the unpaved ground are in good condition, but,... nothing 
else has been provided for us...There is little doubt as to 
the course most advisable to pursue. There is more com­
fort here than could be enjoyed on the René. And whilst 
we joke pleasantly over our momentary destitution, the 
door opens and, by order of the Resident, we are pre­
sented with a load of camp-beds, coverlets, and utensils of 
every imaginable size, shape, and kind; just see for your­
self! No chance now to pose as victims. I t is predicted 
that we shall never want for anything.
By the next day, Tuesday, Aug. 17, good Brother C’a-
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zeax develops into carpenter, upholsterer, baker, and, even 
somewhat of a cook, whilst preparing for his more serious 
functions of school-master. Behold him at once constituted 
factotum: in charge of everything except the one office 
that he so delights in,— that of gardener. His euthusi- 
asm and good will—parts of himself—have enabled him 
in his sixtieth year, to ignore the sacrifice that I  am asking 
of him. Whilst he opens the cases, unpacks and fabricates 
cupboards, I  set about describing Tullear.—The first view 
one gets of this agglomeration of huts seated on a sand­
bank is s tr a n g e ly  impressive; those swelling tones, the 
population black and white, the landscape varied by the 
sombre green of the plants and grasses ;-the effect is by no 
means imposing. Gradually, the eye becomes accustomed 
to the picture; yes, the eye more readily than the limbs, 
which are so unsteady on this moving soil. The creoles 
form a larger proportion than the Fort-Dauphin element. 
The natives constitute a very considerable group. Busy 
life and activity prevail. This place appears to me suited 
fora centre of serious enterprises. Will time undeceive me?
I  dare not yet affirm that the Mahafalos, Machicores, 
Yaisses, Bars, are superior to our Antonossy, Antasseines, 
and others; a mutual good understanding must be the 
first advantage secured, the rest will then be more easily 
achieved. The first impression is not unfavorable. This 
will not carry us through, of course; but it is an inexpressi­
bly prized encouragement to set out with the conviction 
that with G od’s help,— we shall, perhaps, not fail entirely.
Without preoccupying ourselves too deeply on the score 
of future contingencies, and leaving to divine Providence 
the right of appointing the hour, we shall strive to prove 
ourselves the earnest laborers of the good G o d .
Father Castan has already constituted his household. 
He directs a cook who answers to the name of Joseph, 
with two lads who appear to me to be bubbling over with
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wit, I  do not know where nor how he picked up such ur­
chins, and whilst I write, I  hear them singing lustily, with 
more good will then correctness: Esprti-Saint, Dieu de 
lumière,
I  feel very happy, I  shall beset down for an optimist. 
Such I  really am, when I  wish not to be otherwise.
The whole armed force is at present in the country. 
Certain refractory petty kings must be taught that France 
is mistress of the island, and of all points of the island. I t  
is only after the return of the Resident that we shall be 
able to select the site best adapted to the establishment of 
our works.
The departure of the soldiers and militia has embold* 
ened some tribes of Fahafalos, who understand how to 
profit by such an occasion. Accordingly,on the 18th,about 
sunset, we learned that three good old women, who were 
gathering dry wood, had been captured by the plunderers, 
about four hunJred yards from their habitations; one 
guardian had been wounded, and a second killed. On the 
following day, the 19th, the report was current—but not 
confirmed—that several children had been stolen.
You understand: all that is thus pilfereJ is brought 
into the interior and there offered for sale.
On this same day a Mahafalo, a portly,fine-looking 
man challenges the admiration of the poor people for the 
elegant lamba that adorns his shoulders, and a high straw 
hat,—when he is apprehended, knocked down, bound, and 
taken to the Fort. The unfortunate fellow was display­
ing to the puplic gaze the spoils of the massacre of the 
previous day. The fate in reserve for the prisoner will 
not be known until after the return of the Resident.
Father Castan’s gamins go and come, they enter and take 
their departure from our dwelling, tap upon the ground, 
lunch in the kitchen, sing Esprit-Saint, Dieu de lumière, 
and vanish. They have not yet framed any decided opin-
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ion. I  can testify, however, that they all grow less timid.
For the first Sunday, we put in place the altar that 
good Brother Peter manufactured before our departure. 
This altar stands in the store which will serve for a chapel, 
and we strain every point to contrive a less complete stable 
of Bethlehem.
Father Castan has left me already. The Customhouse 
Receiver at Nossi-Vey is dangerously ill. The priest has 
been summoned. Will he arrive in time? These sailers 
are most unreliable.
The colonists attend Mass; a very small number of the 
natives are prompted by curiosity to look in through the 
windows, then file off immediately, despite the chanting of 
the canticles executed in solo by the interpreter of the 
Residence, a former pupil of the Reverend Jesuit Fathers. 
I  persist, more firmly than ever, in my optimism.
Father Castan is with us again, on Monday evening the 
23rd; his ministry was confined to the Christian burial- 
service, for the sick man had expired before the priest 
could reach him; for, although he left Tullear on Satur­
day, the 20th, at 7. a. m., my Confrère only arrived at 
Nossi-Vey on Sunday, at 6 a. m. I t  had taken him twenty- 
three hours to make twenty miles; whilst he returned 
over the same distance in less than four hours. How many 
of these poor Christians would certainly not have refused 
but rather most gladly would have accepted the last suc­
cors of religion, and listened to the supreme word of con­
solation ; and yet, they were deprived of all these in going 
forth upon that last journey whence none ever return. Let us 
hope that in time, all the populous centres will have, at least 
one priest, to recall to the practice of their religious duties 
all men of good will; that among such he may exercise 
the duties of his ministry.
I  am informed that a war-ship is approaching. Its or­
ders are to touch along the coast as far as Fort-Dauphin.
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I  shall not fail to profit by the opportunity to return, as 
such facilities are very rare. I  must hasten to conclude all 
my arrangements before leaving here.
The Resident was very successful in his rapid campaign 
across the country, and has returned unharmed. He in­
terests himself for us in every way possible. He wished 
to accompany me and even to offer some suggestions in 
my search for a large central plot of ground for our foun­
dation. The choice has been unanimously agreed upon. 
I t  cannot fail to be ratified at headquarters. Certain of 
obtaining this concession, we must next think of build­
ing,—of recommencing here what we have accomplished 
already at Fort-Dauphin. The labor will be much more 
considerable and more painful.
The difficulty of finding the necessary materials is very 
disheartening and, nevertheless, we must construct a church, 
schools, habitations: a prospect still more calculated to per­
sonally terrify me. Amount after amount must be put 
down, before the debt is cancelled. Alas! more unreserv­
edly than ever, we should lean upon divine Providence. 
So far, our hopes have not been dashed to the ground, 
wherefore should we now despair?
What does it matter? I  dare not count the cost, nor sum­
marize these expenses. Too close calculations would rob 
us of the courage to undertake anything. Charge me with 
imprudence! I  accept the reproach; but with greater cheer­
fulness shall I  accept all the help that you may procure 
for me.
We are caught in a net, from which we can neither ex­
tricate ourselves nor have we any desire to do so. Were 
you in our situation what would you do? The little fel­
lows grow more and more tame; to the boys, are added lit­
tle girls; as we came hither for them, would it be fair to 
allow these little ones to remain on the street?
9
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In conclusion, I  leave to Tullear a Missio.i fcemporarllly 
established,— well-grounded hopes; but everything to be 
organized, which responsibility now devolves upon us. 
Needless, is it not, to add that we find here already ad­
mirably installed an ancient Protestant Norwegian mission, 
which quietly carries on its work; but, with twenty-five 
years’ experience strengthening its influence against inno­
vations. I  do not allow this circumstance to oppress me un­
duly; and yet, the consideration bears with it some weight.
September 3rd, I bid adieu to Father Castan and Brother 
Cazean to whom I have pledged my word for another 
Missionary. The Captain’s whaling-boat is waiting to 
transport me to the Fab&rt.
I require no introduction to the Fabert. We had already 
become acquainted at Fort-Dauphin. The vessel remained 
there, it is true, only a few hours. The commander—one 
of the most distinguished officers of the navy—honored us 
with a visit, which the smooth sea allowed us to return 
immediately.
On Sunday last, I  eagerly accepted the Captain’s invi­
tation to offer the Holy Sacrifice on the deck of the ship; 
and now, here I  am his guest for a few days which, I am 
sure, will appear very short. I  shall not describe our cross­
ing to the Fort, which was more stormy than I  antici­
pated. A brisk gale nearly upset us, but it succeeded in 
producing a rolling and pitching most unpleasant in their 
effects.
I  say nothing of the delicate attentions lavished upon 
me,—suffice it to mention, before closing, that I  preserve 
the most consoling and most agreeable remembrance of this 
journey, whilst I  thank the good Goo for having associ­
ated with my voyage those admirable and touching in­
stances of generosity and edification, never to be effaced 
from my memory.
"f" J. G r o u z e t , c. m ., Vic. Ap.
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CENTRAL AMERICA.
GUATEMALA.
Letter from  S ister  T h o u lu c , Sister of Charity, to V e r y  
R e v . A. F ia t , Superior General.
Quezaltenango, Nov., 1897.
M o st  H o n o r e d  F a t h e r ,
Your blessing, i f  you please !
If, at all times,it is a happiness to express to you on the 
part of the little Family here, and myself in particular, 
the sentiments of our filial veneration, and to offer you our 
wishes at the beginning of each year, our feelings are in­
tensified to-day, under the circumstances by which we find 
ourselves surrounded; circumstances calculated to excite 
in us the liveliest emotions. An almost inevitable death 
seemed to stare us in the face, with our sick and our chil­
dren, during those gloomy days of the civil war, where­
in our hospital served the purpose of a battlefield, because 
of its proximity to the artillery barracks. The balls of 
the two parties crossed each other over our heads; for 
twenty-six hours these deadly messengers were showered 
from every direction, shattering doors, windows,—even 
breaking to pieces the pots in the kitchen. In the very 
midst of all this frantic commotion, we were most provi­
dentially preserved: not a Sister, nor a child suffered any 
injury. Alas! some of our poor patients were shot in 
their beds, by the barbarity of the enemy; these infuriated 
men, by breaking down the doors, had forced their way 
into the hospital. Those who were uuable to make their 
escape were to perish in the flames, for it had been decreed 
that the hospital be set on fire. Already had the tinder
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been scattered; heaps of straw sprinkled with petroleum 
were burning in four different sections; the object of set­
ting fire to the hospital was, that the combustion being 
communicated to the barracks and the arsenal containing 
powder and dynamite, in the twinkling of an eve, the ex­
plosion might extend over half the city. What terror we 
experienced at this moment, Most Honored Father!
After these preparations for destruction, the ring-leaders 
of the Revolution ordered all the inmates to leave the 
hospital. We were driven out at the point of the bayonet, 
and were obliged to run as fast as we could, dragging along 
with us, the sick and our little ones, whilst the dreadful 
carnage went on.
But it was precisely at this juncture that Providence 
visibly intervened in our behalf: the employees of the hos­
pital succeeded in extinguishing the flames; Our Lady of 
the Holy Rosary, to whom all pious souls were just at that 
time addressing their prayers in the city, came to our rescue. 
In an instant, leaving baggage and weapons, one of the 
parties fled precipitately. After the lapse of three hours, 
we were able to return wTith our family of poor sick and 
children to the hospital.
We breathed freely for ten days, the victors—the insur­
gents— were once more to be vanquished; but, here again, 
they were overruled by Providence, through whose influ­
ence they suddenly transformed all their projects of ven­
geance and destruction into propositions of peace, at which 
they eagerly grasped in face of the evils by which they 
were threatened.
Our greatest anxiety was on account of Our Lord in the 
chapel; because, having no chaplain, we had not been able 
to consume the sacred Species, and there was every reason 
to dread a profanation. Far otherwise! His holy Presence 
shielded, consoled, and, doubtless, preserved us; for He did 
not permit His Tabernacle to be touched, although the
132
Annals of the Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 5 [1898], No. 2, Art. 1
https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol5/iss2/1
THE ANNALS. 297
balls, entering through the windows, had lodged them­
selves in the walls. At the very moment of the quelling 
of the faction,—when the conquerors were rushing upon 
their victims, a score of soldiers, descending the belfry 
staircase, sought shelter under the altar where no one would 
ever think ot searching for them. The sanctuary became 
their city of refuge.
After so many vexations we have just enjoyed the con­
solation of making the Retreat; the time could not have 
been better chosen, for, after the severe preparation we had 
made, we could fully appreciate the favor. Good Father 
Pieffort, of Guatemala, gave this Retreat. For two years 
we have been without a chaplain. The pastors are over­
burdened with the care of their parishes, and our poor sick, 
when in need of the succors of religion, are frequently obliged 
to wait; we ourselves are often under the necessity of doing 
without confession for three weeks, and scarcely can we 
secure Mass on the holydays of obligation .There is much 
good to be done at Quezaltenango, particularly at the hos­
pital, where there are three hundred patients. There are 
also some Children of M a r y , the Ladies of Charity, a day- 
school attended by more than two hundred pupils.
I  beg you to believe me, Most Honored Father, at the 
feet of M a r y  Immaculate, your very humble and obedi­
ent child in Our Lord.
S i s t e r  T h o u l u c , 
u. d. o, c.
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ECUADOR.
Letter from  R e v . J. C l a v e r i e , Priest of the Mission, to 
V e r y  R e v . A. F i a t , Superior General.
Quito, November 15, 1891.
M o s t  H o n o r e d  F a t h e r ,
Your blessing, i f  you please !
I t  was on my return from Guayaquil and Riobamba 
whither I  went to preach three Retreats to our Sisters, 
that I  had the pleasure of receiving your letter.
Since the criminal outbreaks that a few months ago 
steeped Riobamba in blood, which events reverberated even 
to Europe, calm has been everywhere restored. Thanks to 
the youthful but intrepid Chargé d’Affaires of the French 
Consulate, Mr. Rabut, and, thanks, moreover, to the solici­
tude of the Ministerof Foreign Affairsat Paris,the Govern­
ment of Ecuador issued strict orders to the civil and mili­
tary authorities of the Provinces wherein our Sisters were 
established, to see to it that members of French Congrega­
tions be not molested. Hence, these Congregations have 
been, latterly, the objects of more than ordinary attention 
and regard. The governors and ministers most hostile to 
foreigners have been replaced by officials, otherwise, not 
less radical. In a word, the crimes and sacrileges perpe­
trated at Riobama, whilst exciting the horror and indig­
nation of all classes of society, have culminated in a change 
of policy by the extreme party.
The radical masons now perceive that they have gone 
too far, and most gladly would they associate themselves 
with the liberal, moderate, and progressive party. But,
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they have committed so many iniquities that the repre­
sentatives of the liberals are far from being disposed to 
support those who have persecuted and well-nigh brought 
them to ruin.
The only annoyance affecting almost all the Houses of 
our Sisters is caused by the lack of funds in the public 
treasury. All appropriations are either reduced or with­
drawn. So far, however, no work of benevolence has 
ceased to exercise its functions. Furthermore, owing to the 
initiative taken by the President of the Ladies of Charity 
of Quito, the Sisters have opened a new school in a locality 
where, previous to her death, Sister Hernu had erected a 
building for this object, on a small ground-plot belonging 
to the Sisters. As the section aforementioned has no school 
either for girls or boys,in a few days, more than two hun­
dred children of both sexes presented themselves, pleading 
for admission to the classes. The necessity of an asylum 
for the majority of these little ones is evident, and the 
President is now occupied in raising funds to build an asy­
lum, besides the school and the workrooms constructed by 
Sister Hernu.
Our twTo Seminaries at Quito are more prosperous than 
ever. The Government has not dared to carry out the 
fatal edicts issued by Congress relative to public instruc­
tion. Hence, the Religious teaching bodies have as usual 
opened their colleges, with an influx of students more nu­
merous than during preceding years. A  Domino factum 
est istud.
My Confrere, Father Hermet, presents his respectful 
remembrance.
I  beg you, Most Honored Father, to bless me, and be­
lieve me, in the love of Our Lord,
Your devoted and obedient Son,
J. C l a v e r i e , c . m .
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BRAZIL.
Letter from  S i s t e r  C h a n t r e l , Sister of Charity, to 
M o st  H o n o r e d  M o t h e r  L a m a r t i n i e .
Central-House of Rio Janeiro, Dec. 18, ISQ'l.
M o s t  H o n o r e d  M o t h e r ,
The grace of Our Lord he with us forever!
I t  is difficult for me to express to you the grief that I  
experience for the immense loss that we have just sustained 
in the death of our worthy Director, Father Sipolis! To 
him, after G o d , I owe the grace of being hitherto resigned 
to bear my heavy burden. No words can give an idea of 
his devotedness to all our Sisters. Nothing was inconve­
nient,—constant traveling, the most fatiguing voyages,—he 
would feign have us believe that he found rest in these 
journeys; “for,’* he would say, “at such times, it is easy to 
keep myself united to G o d .”  He was a true consoler in 
moments of trial; for, he possessed the gift of knowing 
how to apply a remedy to every evil, either by pointing 
out the means, or aiding souls to submit to the designs of 
divine Providence.
Oh! Most Honored Mother, what angelic piety! And 
what sanctity! For— why ignore it— his motives were 
not always appreciated; he was conscious of this, and he 
suffered accordingly; although no one could ever suspect 
the ordeal through which he was passing: always calm, 
gentle and amiable, he labored only with the greater ardor 
for the glory of his heavenly Father. Latterly, this ardor 
appeared to consume his very life. “ I have taken the 
resolution” said he, “ to preach whenever I  am requested to 
do so; for this is the mission which G o d  gives to the 
priest whereby he may win souls to Him !”
He loved to preach Retreats, during which he was
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overwhelmed with confessions, and heard the communica­
tions of all our Sisters* But in the last Retreats that this 
holy Missionary gave us, his soul seemed all inflamed with 
divine love, and so transfigured, that one would believe 
that he already saw what he was revealing to his hearers; 
and when he spoke of the intimate relations,— of the 
beatific union of the Word Incarnate with His Eternal 
Father, a sort of ecstasy took possession of him, we 
thought.
On his return from France, this good Father desired to 
share with us, in a conference, the consolations that in di­
vers circumstances had filled his heart,—especially at the 
Coronation of our Virgin Immaculate at the Mother-House. 
He poured forth his soul in relating what took place in 
this touching and glorious ceremony: “I  witnessed it all,” 
said he to us, “and when the Archbishop mounted the 
steps to crown the Blessed Virgin, my arm was raised to 
crown her also!” In her turn, M a r y  Immaculate has 
crowned her faithful servant and beloved child,—on the 
beautiful day of her Immaculate Conception, whilst Masses 
were being offered in every section of our city.
Shortly after his return from France, Father Sipolis 
made the Retreat with his Confrères ; these exercises were 
for him, a foretaste of heaven: a complete transformation 
must have taken place within his soul. Business matters 
called him to four of our Houses in the interior; he set out 
to visit them, and desirous of gratifying the wish of our 
Sisters of Saint-Joao-d’El-Rey, he preached a Triduum 
there, in honor of the Apparition. He heard a great 
many confessions, and took leave of the Sisters with his 
heart filled with consolation in seeing the good that is be­
ing done, and the still wider field for good in this country. 
He afterwards repaired to the other Houses, where he was 
overcome by fatigue, or rather, he was consumed by an in-
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ternal fever, for which he could not account. Our Lord 
but awaited his return to call him to Himself.
He slipped and fell whilst getting into a car which was 
starting. The injury from this fall, was very serious, and 
on reaching home good Father Sipolis said: “Our Lord 
has this day sent me a warning to set my affairs in order.” 
The fever, which he attributed to the aforementioned acci­
dent, lasted one week. On the first four days, he said Mass, 
although suffering from a burning thirst; but, on the two 
last days he was chained to his bed by obedience and an 
ever-increasing fever. This good and worthy Father ex­
pired on the 8 th, after having received the consolations of 
Holy Church. He breathed his life away so gently, that 
we scarcely knew when the last sigh came. He was al­
ready in the embrace of the tender Mother to whom he 
had ever been so truly devoted, and by her he was con­
ducted to J e s u s , the Well-Beloved.
All the Missionaries declare that for some time past, 
Father Sipolis appeared to be rather in heaven than on 
earth; and that, surely, his soul must have winged its 
flight to the abode of bliss, when it left our midst.
This hope, so consoling, helps us to accept with resig­
nation, the inexpressibly great sacrifice which Our Lord 
demands of us. The grief is universal!
At the foot of the Cross, I  recommend myself to your fer­
vent prayers, whilst signing myself, Most Honored Mother, 
Your very humble and obedient child,
S i s t e r  C h a n t r e l ,
U. d. o. s. o. t. p. s.
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+
OUR DEAR D EPA RTED .
OUR MISSIONARIES:
Rev. Victor Degert, Fortaleza, Brazil; S. America, Nov. 1891; 27 years 
of age, 7, of vocation.
Brother Raymond Port, cleric, Madrid, Spain, Nov. 26; 26 years of age, 
4, of vocation.
Rev. Etienne Mallet, Paris, France, December 3rd; 76 years of age, 55 of 
vocation.
Rev. Honoré Guy, Montpellier, France, December 3rd; 53 years of age, 
29 of vocation.
Rev. Barthelemy Sipolis, Rio-de-Janeiro, Brazil, South America, Dec. 8th; 
68 years of age, 46 of vocation.
Rev. Jules Chinchon, Paris, France, December 31st; 81 years of age, 57 of 
vocation.
Brother Louis Marrot, Paris, France, Jan. 5th, 1898; 55 years of age, 
27, of vocation.
Brother Jean Engleder, Vienna, Austria, Jan. 11th; 66 years of age, 
38, of vocation.
Brother Emerich Szucz, Gratz, Austria, Jan. 12th; 20 years of age, 3, of 
vocation.
Brother Antoine Maurel, Paris, France, Jan. 20th; 65 years of age, 36, 
of vocation.
Rev. Raphael Moscarella, Tcheng-Ting-Fou, China, Jan.; 70 years of age, 
43, of vocation.
Rev. Adolphe Favier, Tours, France, Jan. 24th; 36 years of age, 17, of 
vocation.
Brother Joseph Hohmann, cleric, Theux, Belgium, Jan. 25th ; 24 years of 
age. 3, of vocation.
Rev. Leopold Jumpertz, Gratz, Austria, Feb. 1st; 71 years of age, 37, of 
vocation.
Rev. Salvator Meloni, Genoa, Italy, Feb. 5th; 71 years of age, 31, of 
vocation.
Rev. Aloysius Joseph Meyer, Los Angeles, California, U. S. A., Feb. 12; 
58 years of age, 35, of vocation.
June 7, 1896, G o d  called to Himself, a young and very 
saintly Missionary, Father Jean L a n g e , born at Mulhau- 
sen, in Thuringia, 1864; after his humanities in France, he
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entered the Congregation, in 1883. Five years after his 
ordination, G o d  called him from this world; but, already 
he was greatly esteemed, respected, honored, and, we 
might say, venerated as a model,— so regular, humble, 
gentle, grave, and devoted, was the unvarying conduct of 
this young priest. This high praise was publicly awarded 
him, in the conference following his decease; nor did those 
who gave utterance to it, have any cause to fear that, in 
this large Community, any one would be found even inte­
riorly to question the tribute.
After spending one year in teaching at the preparatory 
Seminary of St. Pons, Father Jean Lange was recalled to 
the Mother-House, where it was more easy to find a duty 
compatible with his frail health. He rendered valuable 
services in the Secretariat by his constant application to 
duty, and by his knowledge of several languages: in ad­
dition to the ancient Hebrew and Syriac which he had 
carefully studied, he was versed in divers European lan­
guages: besides French and German, he understood Eng­
lish, Spanish, and Italian; towards the close of his life, he 
studied the Polish tongue. His taste led him to these 
studies, and his object in applying thereto, was to render 
himself useful to the Congregation.
Outside his employment, he never manifested any desire 
for information on any point not connected with the duty 
intrusted to him. I f  desired to transcribe an article, or to 
render some service, even when told to take his time for so 
doing, he would amiably set aside the work in which he 
was engaged, to commence that which was presented.
His devout bearing in church was truly edifying! His 
humility, united with cordial affability, ever eager to oblige, 
gained universal esteem. On one occasion, the Superior 
General took him as a companion, to the waters, hoping 
that the health of the young Missionary might be bene­
fited thereby; in one of his letters, speaking of Father
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Lange, the Superior General styled him “his angelic com­
panion,” the terra was equally just and happy.
But the most assiduous cares proved fruitless. The del- 
¡cate constitution of Father Lange was a wreck; he felt 
this to be the case, and he bowed in submission to the will 
of G od . The last hour sounded, and G od introduced 
this beautiful soul into the society of His Angels and the 
elect
Rev. Francis Xavier D e l e e NS, a faithful Son of Saint 
Vincent, having become blind, continued still to be an 
apostle, as all who knew him testified,
He was born at Hangest-en-Santerre, diocese of Amiens, 
May 31, 1832,and entered the Congregation in 1856. In 
the Seminary, Father Del6ens was such as he appeared 
during the rest of his life: modest and prudent in his 
views, kind and cordial in his intercourse with others, C o n ­
stantin virtue, and faithful in all that relates to the service of 
G od. He opened his career of usefulness as professor in 
the ecclesiastical Seminary of Soissons, where he was held 
in the highest esteem, on account of the above-named qual­
ifications. He had labored but a few years in this Sern* 
inary when G od subjected him to a severe trial: blindness. 
The most celebrated physicians could not avert the evil, 
and the young Missionary felt keenly the sacrifice which 
G od  demanded of him. He was terrified at the thought 
of being no longer of any service. But, in this he erred, 
Our Lord had His designs upon him. Had he been spared 
this affliction, his life without doubt would have been 
useful, but, after the manner of many others; from the 
day when, struck by blindness, he resigned himself per­
fectly into the hands of G od, he became a true apostle*
Having been recalled to the Mother-House, where he 
went about without a guide, and with but little embarrass­
ment, he devoted himself to the administration of the
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Sacrament of Penance. Drawn by his evangelical charity, 
by the wisdom of his direction, and, moreover, by the as­
surance of always finding him in the confessional, a crowd 
flocked to him. As long as good Father Déléens lived, the 
corner of the chapel where he heard confessions, reminded 
ùs always of a Mission: hence, it may be asked, could the 
life of any minister of G o d  be more fruitfully employed 
than that of this blind but saintly priest?
This infirmity which often produces sadness, had no 
such effect upon him; he lost nothing of his amiability 
and of that dignified cheerfulness which had always charac­
terized him. Every one recognized in him,“ the man of G o d .”
Throughout life, he could not but regret the loss of sight; 
but faith overruled regret, and he cheerfully quoted the 
words of Holy Writ, on the dangers of the sight, from 
which G o d  had delivered him: N il oculo nequies, nothing 
is more perverse than the eye. “Good Father Déléens,” 
as he was usually styled, lived only for G o d ; he lived also 
on G o d , by readings of the Holy Scriptures and of ascetic 
works, by which his friends were happy to afford him 
delight.
Attacked by a slight indisposition, which resulted in 
pneumonia, he was suddenly snatched from our midst. He 
died April 28, 1896, deeply regretted by his Confrères and 
a large number of friends, who considered themselves hap­
py to be guided in the path of virtue by his firm but gen­
tle hand.
R e v . Charles J o u r d a i n  was a model of patience and 
resignation to the holy will of G o d , under an infirmity 
which, for the space of twelve years, made it impossible for 
him to engage in any occupation, or even to help himself 
in any manner, although, happily, his mind was not in 
the least impaired.
This affliction was all the more grievous to this good
142
Annals of the Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 5 [1898], No. 2, Art. 1
https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol5/iss2/1
THE ANNALS* 307
priest, on account of his active mind, and of the busy life 
to which he had been accustomed. He was born at Mol- 
liens-Vidame, diocese of Amiens, in 1827; he entered the 
Congregation in 1847. After some years spent in the ec­
clesiastical Seminary of Tours and Montdidier, he was 
sent, at his own request, to the missions of America—to 
Peru, and Gautemala. Here, he labored zealously and ac­
quired great facility in speaking the Spanish language. 
But, his health failing, he was recalled to France. He 
labored at Carcassone, then at Rochelle, to the very limit 
of his strength; a paralysis slowly coming on, at first, but 
slightly impeded his motion; but afterwards, passing to 
his hands, he could not even turn the leaves of a book; 
finally, it became impossible for him to move at all. The 
Holy Eucharist was his support, and the spiritual reading 
which he heard every day, was his principal consolation. 
He adored the designs of G od in this affliction, and, what 
is worthy of remark, he never uttered a complaint. What 
great treasures of merit lie must have amassed, and how 
pleasing to G od must have been the patience of his ser­
vant! Jan. 3, 1897, Father Charles Jourdain was called to 
his eternal reward. He was 69 years of age, and 49, of 
vocation.
On Dec. 31, 1897, at Paris, Rev. Jules O h i n c H oK, As­
sistant at the Mother-House for the past twenty years, and 
previously, Director of the intern Seminary, happily ex­
pired in the peace of the Lord. All the Missionaries who 
passed through Paris within the last half century, were 
acquainted with him, and those who lived under his direc­
tion, preserve a most grateful and affectionate remembrance 
of him.
He was born at LeBaisil, diocese of Chalons, and was 
received into the Congregation at Paris, May 1, 1841. 
Ordained priest in 1843, at the hands of Mgr Affre, the il-
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lustrions archbishop of Paris; he was sent as professor to 
the ecclesiastical Seminary of Carcassonne; and, some yearn 
later, was appointed, while still young, to direct the intern 
Seminary or Novitiate of the Congregation at Paris.
In the exercise of his office, he wisely proportioned his 
counsels or encouragements to the strength of those whom 
he sought to conduct to perfection; his animated and im­
pressive exhortations excited the most generous aspirations 
of piety and devotedness, without the least detriment to 
the souls under his charge.
Having been named Assistant at the Mother-House in 
1878, he continued to exercise the most salutary influence. 
He possessed the peculiar gift of imparting consolation to 
all who opened their hearts to him.
Father Chinchon expired in the eighty-second year of 
his age; G o d  had preserved to him all the freshness of his 
memory and the ardor of his pious sentiments. A notice 
on his life will shortly appear, as requested by many who 
entertain for him sentiments of most lively gratitude and 
veneration.
OUR s i s t e r s :
Sr. Isabel Campelo, House of Charity, Saragossa, Spain; 40 years of age, 
18, of vocation.
,, Jeanne Guiot, Misericorde<TArras, France; 80, 52.
,, Melanie Cornut, Angers, France; 68, 43.
,, Maria Juarez, San Salvador, Central America; 58, 27.
Marie Desmolle, Teppe, France; 60, 40.
,, Antolina Postigo, Manilla, Philippine Isles; 40, 19.
,, Manuela Augas, Mazorra, Cuba, West Indies; 55, 36.
j, Victorianna Echeverria, Yerez, Spain; 24 ,4 .
j, Maria Sola, Madrid, Spain; 43, 21.
j, Felipa Esteban, Barcelona, Spain; 32, 14.
j, Antonina Blanco, San Diego de Valdemoro, Spain; 61, 42.
,, Ignacia Perez, Madrid, Spain; 26, 3.
,, Francoise Dauzat, Montolieu, France; 72, 52.
,, MarieLegier, Arras, France; 56, 29.
,, Modesta Hill, Buffalo, N. Y., United States; 67, 46.
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Sr. Monique Seng. Shang-Hai, China; 21, 2 months’ vocation.
,, Jeanne Jonczyk, Laibach, Austria; 38, 6.
,, Anne Schwalb, Schwarzach, Austria; 72, 47.
,, Philomena Lizarraga, Barbastro,Spain; 50, 30.
7, Louisa Girbau, Barbastro, Spain ; 63, 44.
,, Rosine Balta, Mother-House, Paris; 52, 30.
,, Alphonsine Verdier, Douai, France; 37, 17.
,, Rosalie Fouquet, Es.taires, France; 62, 42.
,, Maria Andres, Valladolid, Spain; 30, 6.
,, Consuelo Llorente, Palencia, Spain; 25, 9 months of vocation. 
,, Manuela Telechea, Havana, Cuba, West Indies ; 49,32.
,, Francisca Acehedo, Havana, Cuba, West Indies; 59, 41.
,, Josepha Esnaola, Lequeitio, Spain; 34, 12.
,, Agnes Rastelic, Budapest, Hungary; 30, 5.
,, Josephine Boidot, Toulouse, France; 49, 14.
,, Marguerite Papisca, Naples, Italy; 26, 5.
,, Rosalie Gregorczyck, Warsaw, Poland ; 60, 42.
,, Claudine Chapelon, Gourdon, France; 37, 17.
,, Barbe Lavocat, Metz, France; 59, 34.
,, Thérese Servan, Lisbon, Portugal; 60, 42.
,, Anne Cassin, Bahia, Brazil, S. A .; 62, 37.
,, Catherine Berrurier, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; 78, 58.
,, Leonie Couderc, Paris; 42, 19.
,, Claire Coanne, Bapaume; 69, 45.
,, Elizabeth Crawford, Sheffield, England; 70, 47.
,, Françoise Hahn, Salzburg, Austria; 27, 5.
,, Marie Joschko. Gratz, Austria; 27, 5.
,, Catherine Lardschneider, Salzburg, Austria: 26, 6.
,, Eugénie Rambosson, Paris; 71, 45.
,, Aline Ruin, Montdidier, France; 48, 1.
,, Laurence Daudet, Paris; 71, 53.
,, Marie Frossard, Kiou-Kiang, China; 40, 15.
,, Theresa Profumo, Sienna; 71,47.
,, Marie Dandrade, Saint Michel, Algeria ; 63, 31.
,, Léonie Legrand, L’Hay, France; 33, 6.
,, Marie Gossak, Laibach, Austria; 49, 22.
,, Marie Kudleska, Warsaw; 59, 35.
,, Marie Battistolo, Chieri, Italy; 51, 23.
,, Mélanie Gosset, Lyons, France; 66, 36.
,, Catherine Bettinelli, Turin, Italy; 33, 13.
,, Marie Martinez, Horca, Spain; 26, 3.
,, Emilie Malaterre, Bordeaux, France; 36, 14.
,, Marie Anna Goureau, Saint Saturnin, France; 70, 41.
,, Marie Sophie Pascau, Montolieu, France; 59, 32.
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Sr. Maria Cartini, Pontassieve, Italy ; 29, 7.
,, Juliana Codescal, Murcia, Spain; 26, 6.
,, Luisa Punti, San Fernando, Spain' 63, 40.
,, Ignacia Marti, San Diego de Valderaoro, Spain ; 67, 39.
,, Baldomera Martin, Madrid; 30, 7.
,, Joachim Anne Marie, L7 Hay, France; 32, 12.
,, Eustaquia de Lasa, Manilla, Philippine Isles; 75, 47.
,, Francisca Villanueva, Manilla; 69, 43.
,, Maria Velazquez, Medina Sidonia, Spain; 49, 21.
,, Martina Aguirreche, Hernani, Spain; 30, T.
,, Emilie Scheibelhofer, Vienna, Austria; 27, 6.
,, Marie Désaulnats, Riom, France; 60, 32.
,, Hélena Schuhler, Smyrna, Syria; 50, 29.
„ Thérese Pizzorno, Tortone, Italy; 46, 21.
,, Marie Cser, Papa, Hungary; 62, 30.
,, Anna Znidaric, Vienna, Austria; 24, 3.
,, Marguerite Camus, Clichy, France; 46, 14.
,, Frances Veyrat, Clichy, France: 69, 42.
,, Mary Elizabeth Rooney, Emmitsburg, Md., United States; 61, 43.
,, Madeleine Miller, Baltimore, Md., United States; 52, 29.
„ Elizabeth du Paty de Clam, Isle, Mayotte ; 48, 28.
,, Aloysia Hirschunggl, Marianostra, Hungary, 47, 15.
,, Jeanne Piole, Cahors, France; 68, 40.
,, Adele Fideli, Arezzo, Italy; 46, 18.
,, Felicie Capdeville, St. Martin de Ré, France; 77, 53.
,, Gregoria Azco, Madrid, Spain; 21, 1.
,, Maria Conca, Turin, Italy; 37, 15.
,, Marianna Andrieux, Beaune, France; 56, 32.
,, Marie Camuzard, Chalons-sur-Marne, France; 7 7, 53.
,, Stéphanie Liberge, Lyons, France; 56, 34.
,, Anne Hénin, Clichy, France; 70, 45.
,, Antoinette Aujolet, Clichy, France; 88, 65.
,, Margaret Finley, St. Louis, Mo., United States; 63, 39.
,, Lucie Fabre, Montolieu, France ; 64, 32.
,, Joséphine Boyer, Castres, France; 30, 5.
,, Jeanne Gaget, Bouchain, France; 36, 12.
,, Eliza Josepha Legay, Angers, France; 76, 54.
,, Théresia Chmil, Budapest, Hungary; 24, 3.
,, Marie Zoe Bron, Paris; 58, 38.
,, Suzanne Petit, Vincennes, France; 61, 37.
,, Marie Montauriol, Carbon ne. France; 39, 5.
,, Louise Vaillant, Paris; 70, 46
,, Marguerite Léonzon, Vic-Bigorre, France: 76, 51.
,, Céleste Fournes, Chaumes, France; 63, 40
,, Marie Bauer, Budapest, Hungary; 30, 9.
146
Annals of the Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 5 [1898], No. 2, Art. 1
https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol5/iss2/1
THE ANTNAL3. 311
Sr. Aloysia Braun egg, St. Hippolyte; Austria; 33. 4.
Florence Monique Eloy, Paris; 80, 59.
,, Anne Anderlet, Santiago, Chili; T9, 54.
,, Marie Anne Prevost, Montolieu; 78, 53.
,, Jeanne Masson, Toulouse, France; 68, 47.
,, Jeanne Nigra, Dronero, Italy; 65, 45.
Therese Caporalini, Turin, Italy; 5*7, 36.
,, Victoire Solassol, Douai, France: 66, 42. 
n Marie Celli, Mecficina, Italy; 36, 14.
,, Marie.Leveque, Chateau-)’ Eveque, France; 64,46.
,, Jeanne di Summa, Bari, Italy; 27, 1.
,, Theresa Gallen, Chicago, Ul., United States; 38, 14.
,, Carmen Pons, Valladolid, Spain; 08, 43.
,, Pascuala Murgueza, Cuenca, Spain; 41, 17.
,, Catharina Riegauf, Budapest, Hungary; 34, 6.
,, Maria Araquistain, Burgos, Spain ; 20, 1.
,, Anna Ricciardelli, Naples: 54, 27.
,, Josephine Techene, Chateau-1’Eveque, France; 63, 40.
,, Mary Joseph Canavran, Franklin, United states; 30, 6.
,, Josefa Aizcorbe, Mazerra, Cuba, West Indies; 51, 30.
,, Maria Acosta, Panama; 46, 24.
,, Madeleine Bargy, Carcassonne, France; 28, 7.
,, Magdalen M’Coy, Emmitsburg, Md., United States; 51, 32.
., Robertine Murphy, Washington, D. C. United States; 30, 3.
,, Anna Wonisch, Laibach, Austria 23, 5.
,, Maria Amigon, Paris; 48, 27.
,, Celeste Carre, Montpellier, France; 74, 56.
,, Henriette Chatelain, London; 75, 53.
,, Baptista Gallagher, Emmitsburg, Md., United States ; 43,21. 
,, Ernestine Angaud, Bethune, France; 65, 42.
,, Catherine Tournadre, Naples; 70, 47.
,, Francoise Decros, Marseilles, France; 64, 37.
,, Gregoria Igarzabal, Ferrol, Spain; 26, 2.
,, Josefa de Larinaga, Cuenca, Spain; 54, 36.
,, Nicolasa Garcia, Madrid, Spain; 30, 6.
,, Micaela Goni, Leon, tSpain; 33, 12.
,, Claire Choisy, St. Etienne, France; 84, 64.
,, Leonie Salle, Valognes, France; 52,27.
,, Melanie Armengaud, Montpellier, France; 52, 36.
,, Ramona Treserra, Santiago, Cuba, West Indies; 49 31.
,, Marie Louise Nigri, Paris; 37, 10.
,, Beatrice Ryan, El Paso, Texas, United States; 32, 8.
,, Catherine Berry, Albany, N. Y., ,, ,, 3-1,13.
,, Edwardina Obrist, Emmitsburg, ,, ,, 90, 62.
,, Agnes Welch, Philadelphia, ,, ,, 39, 12.
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F a v o r s
ATTRIBUTED TO THE INTERCESSION OF 
ST. VINCENT I)E PAUL.
Bisceglia (Italy). “Towards the close of last March, the 
body of a child two years of age, was severely scalded bv 
boiling water; the grandmother in sore distress, hastened 
to the dispensary of the Sisters of Charity, hoping to pro­
cure a remedy to allay the sufferings of the poor child. 
The next day he was seized by so violent a fever, that it 
was impossible to bring him to the dispensary; the fever 
continued five days. By this time, the sores had became 
gangrenous. The Sister who had care of the patients, did 
all in her power for the poor child; but the danger in­
creased, and diphtheria set in. When brought again to 
the dispensary, the Sister immediately perceived that the 
case was desperate, and advised the woman who held the 
little one in her arms, to take him to the physician; seeing 
that nothing could be done, the doctor rather curtly dis­
missed the woman. In great affliction the latter returned to 
the dispensary, sure, she said, of obtaining from the Sister, 
a remedy that would save her child.
“She was not deceived; inspired by G o d , the Sister gave 
a little of the blessed water of St. Vincent to the suffering 
child: then handing a bottle of the same precious water to 
the mother, she said; “Let your child drink this water; 
have confidence in St. Vincent; pray, and you will obtain 
his cure. In truth, without other remedy than this wa­
ter, the child was entirely cured of the three maladies 
that had brought him to the very gates of death; since 
then, he is in the enjoyment of perfect health.
“I  have another fact to relate, or rather, a wonderful 
favor obtained through the intercession of the Immaculate 
M a r y , by means of our precious Medal: the conversion
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of a patient, and afterwards, his restoration to health by 
means of the blessed water of St. Vincent.
“One of our poor men age! fifty years, was attacked 
jointly by pleurisy and the pernicious fever. He had not 
approached the Sacraments for fifteen years, and no one in 
his neighborhood had the courage to urge him to prepare 
for death. The Sister of the dispensary having been no­
tified, went immediately to visit the dying man; she offered 
him the Medal, made him kiss it ; then placing it around his 
neck, told him to repeat the invocation; “O M a r y  con­
ceived without sin,” etc. Sister then asked if he had made 
his Easter; the reply was in the negative; “but,” said 
the Sister, “ why would you not wish to be reconciled to 
our good G o d ?” The sick man answered, that having neg­
lected the Sacraments for so long a time, he felt great re­
pugnance to send for a priest: but the Sister encouraged 
him, spoke to him of the mercy and goodness of G o d , 
and succeeded so well in her charitable endeavors, that 
the very next day, the man made his confession, and re­
ceived Holy Communion.
“The Sister, assured of the cure of this poor man’s soul, 
desired also that, of his body. She gave him the blessed 
water of St. Vincent to drink; this he took with such faith 
and confidence, that he was immediately rewarded by a re­
markable improvement in his condition. During several 
days he continued to take this water which, he said, had 
given him new life and strength. The poor man was per­
fectly restored and, to the present time, has had no return 
of his disorder.”
S i s t e r  O r l a n d i n i .
10*
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FAVORS
ATTRIBUTED TO THE INTERCESSION OF BLESSED 
JOHN GABRIEL PERBOYRE.
A great number of the letters here mentioned, were ac­
companied by an offering “ for the needy Missions” of the 
Work of Blessed John Gabriel Perboyre.
Paris, Dec. 6, 1897.—Favor obtained.
Paris, Dec. 13th.—Two favors obtained.
B., Dec. 13th.—“I promised Blessed John Gabriel an 
offering for the necessitous Missions, if he would assist me 
in doing away with a dancing hall; he has graciously 
heard my prayer.”
Baltimore, United States, Dec. 15th.—Favor obtained.
Moirans.—“We have obtained several favors through 
the intercession of Blessed John Gabriel.”
Marengo, Dec. 16th.—Favor obtained.
Annapes, Belgium, Dec. 18th.—Divers favors.
Alexandria, Egypt, Dec. 18th.—A favor obtained.
Massafra, Dec. 18th.—Thanksgiving for a favor.
Saint Aubert, Dec. 22nd.—Recommendation to Blessed 
John Gabriel.
Givors, Dec. 22nd.—Favor obtained.
Turin, Italy, Dec. 23rd.—Favor obtained.
La Neuville, Jan. 9, 1898.—A cure.
Chitray, Jan. 8 th .—A favor obtained.
Sokolowska, Galicia, Austria, Jan. 4,1898. “ A priest, 
sixty-three years of age, had been suffering for a long pe­
riod. After reading the leaflet, “Work of Blessed John 
Gabriel Perboyre,” he promised an alms for the most needy 
Missions. From that moment, his sufferings have notably 
diminished.
“— In the same locality, a little boy fell grievously ill. 
So rapid was the progress of the disease, that the third 
day was thought to be his last. This same priest advised
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the afflicted parents to recommend their son to the Blessed 
Martyr, and to promise a sum for destitute Missions. One 
moment after, the little boy opened his eyes, and called for 
his kitten with which lie delighted to amuse himself. Two 
days later, he left his bed, entirely cured.-KiEDROWSKi.” 
Erguy, Jan. 14th.—Favors obtained.
Louvain, Jan. 16th.—Favors received through the in­
tercession of the Blessed Martyr,
Bizot (Algeria).—Two favors attributed to the interces­
sion of Blessed John Gabriel.
S., Jan. 20th.—“I have several times obtained favors 
from the Blessed Martyr.”
Ch., Jan 20th.—Thanksgiving for a favor obtained.
La Neuville, Jan. 24th.—In thanksgiving for escaping 
an accident.
R .,—“In my studies, I  invoked the Blessed Martyr, 
and I  was graciously heard.”
Nonnembush (Germany), Jan. 31st.—Favor obtained. 
Lagny, Feb. 7th.—Favor obtained.
Paris, Feb. 9th.—Reëstablishment of business.
Lille, Feb. 9th.—Thank offering to the Blessed Martyr. 
Coulommiers, Feb. 10th.—Thanksgiving and various 
recommendations to the Blessed Martyr.
Maison Carrée, Algeria, Feb. 3rd.—“Frequently, I  have 
tested the power of the Blessed M artyr; always, he has 
graciously heard my prayer.”
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GENERAL HISTORY
OF T H E  CONGREGATION OF T H E  M ISSION,
BY REV. CLAUDE .JOSEPH LACOUR.
1660-1731.
BOOK I I I .
GENERALSHIP OF VERY REV. EDME JOLLY,
THIRD SUPERIOR G E NE R AL  OF TH E CONGREGATION.
1673-1697.
15. Election of Rev. Edme Jolly. The Second General Assembly (1673).
First labors of the new Superior General.
64. Life of Air. Edme Jolly in the world; he enters the 
Congregation; divers employments in France and in Italy.-  
Towards the close of his life, Father Almiras intrusted the 
greater portion of his duty to Father Jolly. Convinced 
of the solidity of his virtue, and his talent for governing, 
he appointed him Vicar-General during the vacancy of 
the office of Superior General: he designated him to the 
Assembly as one whom he judged best qualified for this 
position. We have seen in his life, what important services 
Father Jolly rendered to the Congregation, during his so­
journ at Rome.
At that time he was a little over fifty years of age : he 
was born Oct. 24, 1621, of virtuous, Christian parents, at 
Doue, parish of Brie, diocese of Meaux. After his hu­
manities, he applied himself to the study of law, and par­
ticularly to the manner of treating causes at the court of 
Rome. Then, for a time, irresolute what mode of life to 
adopt, he decided meanwhile, to follow Count de Fontenay 
de Mareuil. French Ambassador to Rome, in quality of 
gentleman, under the nameof Mr. De Haignon. At Rome, 
this Minister desiring a trusty messenger to the king of
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AND T H E  S I S T E R S  OF C H A R I T Y
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France, regarding certain difficulties existing between In ­
nocent X., and the cardinal Barberini, nephews of the late 
Pontiff Urban V III., he selected for this mission, Mr. 
Jolly, who gave full satisfaction to His Majesty. On his 
return to Rome, Mr. Jolly obtained an office in the Da- 
tary: he was held in much esteem by the Cardinal Datary, 
so that he was on the high road to an honorable position ; 
but he felt strongly urged to renounce the world.
The House of the Mission at Rome, having been estab­
lished but two or three years, was little known; however, 
Mr. Jolly made choice of it for the exercises of a spiritual 
Retreat, in which he took the resolution to enter the Con­
gregation. But, as the climate of Rome did not agree with 
him, an I, moreover, as there was no intern Seminary in 
this city, he came to Paris and was received into the Com­
pany by Mr. Vincent, Oct. 13, 1646.
He was a subject of great edification during his Semi­
nary, particularly by his love of silence. On one occasion, 
in order to humble himself, he made a sort of general 
confession, in presence of Mr. Vincent, of his Director, 
and of his Confreres.
After spending eighteen months in the Seminary, Mr. 
Vincent sent him to Rome where he continued his stud­
ies, and received ordination, May 18, 1649. He was 
appointed Procurator, and, shortly after, Consultant of the 
House, then under the direction of Father Almiras. This 
latter recognized in Mr. Jolly excellent qualifications for 
governing. Not long after, the Rev. Visitor, Father Blati- 
ron, nominated him confessor of the House.
Father Jolly was recalled to Paris, in 1651, by Mr. V in­
cent, to direct the intern Seminary of St. Lazare: he con­
ducted the Seminarians in the interior life, w ith marvelous 
success.
Father Berthe, who succeeded Father Almeras in the 
government of the House of Rome, having been removed,
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Father Jolly was sent to  replace him: and, as mentioned 
in his life, he succeeded in having our vows approved. In 
1656, the plague desolated a large portion of Italy, the 
eity of Rome, included. Father Jolly fell a victim to the 
scourge, but G od rescued him from death. However, this 
terrible malady left swellings upon his limbs which caused 
him much suffering during the rest of his life.
Mr. Vincent appointed Father Jolly, Visitor of Italy, 
despite the efforts he made to decline the charge. Whilst 
in this capacity, he established an intern Seminary at Rome, 
and, later, another in Genoa, to supply the Houses of Italy 
with subjects. Until the year 1659, the Company had 
occupied only rented houses; this necessitated frequent 
change of abode, and great inconvenience. To secure a 
permanent dwelling, Father Jolly purchased the palace of 
Cardinal Bagny on Monte Citorio, where, at the present 
day, the Congregation is commodiously installed.
Mr. Vincent duly appreciated the virtue and merit of 
Father Jolly ; he even regarded him as his successor, as 
he remarked to the Duchess of Aiguillon when Mr Jolly 
was but a cleric in the Seminary. He was present at the 
Assembly of 1661, at wThich he was appointed third As­
sistant of Father Alm6ras; he also attended the Assembly 
of 1668. After the Assembly of L661, he was sent again 
to Rome, as stated iu his life; and at that of 1668, he was 
appointed admonitor to the General, on the death of Fa­
ther d’ Horgny.
65. Father Jolly is elected Superior General. Members of 
his administration.—Father Jolly was elected third Superior 
General of the Company, on the eve of the Epiphany, 
Jan. 5, 1673: this event caused great rejoicing in the House 
of St. Lazare. Fearing his election, Father Jolly was anx­
ious to absent himself, but his confessor deterred him from 
doing so. Rev. Fathers Berthe and Fournier were ap­
pointed his Assistants. The intern Seminary of St. Lazare
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was also intrusted to Father Fournier, in the discharge 
of which duty, the blessing of heaven descended upon hum  
the Seminarians, under his care, were most fervent, and 
exact in the smallest details.
Father Jolly informed the Congregation of his election, 
in a letter written immediately after the event. This cir­
cular is not only a testimony of his humility and virtue as 
therein portrayed, but it evinces a remarkable talent for 
epistolary writing:—this rare and admirable gift character­
izes this worthy Superior in an eminent degree. True, in 
his letters, he manifests firmness and decision 5 but these 
qualities are always accompanied by mildness and benevo­
lence, which made them acceptable to those of whom he 
was sometimes forced to require what was painful in itself, 
or contrary to their inclinations.
The Secretary of this Assembly was Father Thomas 
Berthe, who had discharged the same office in the preceding 
Assemblies. He was regarded in the Company as a most 
able man; he was endowed with special aptitude in drawing 
out formulas, particularly in the Latin tongue; in conse­
quence of this ability, he was appointed to draw up the 
Regulations of the Assembly,
Father Fournier having died some time after,—-to the 
deep regret of the Superior General, who lost in him an 
excellent counsellor and a subject of great merit,—Father 
René Thieulin was substituted in the office of Assistant. 
From the early years of his priesthood, he proved himself 
an able theologian. He had occupied the professor’s chair, 
in the Seminary of Agen, to the satisfaction of the Facul­
ty, particularly that of Mgr. Claude Jolly, then Bishop of 
that city; and it is believed he had a large share in com­
piling the Catechism of Agen :—a work highly valued 011 
account of clearness of explanation, and mode of arrange­
ment. He was also much beloved and honored by several 
distinguished abbés, being Superior of the Seminary des
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Bons-Enfants ; the buildings as we see them at the present 
day, were constructed by him. — Father Talec continued 
some time as Procurator General; and when appointed to 
the office of Assistant to the Superior General, he was suc­
ceeded by Father Maillard, a man well versed in business 
affairs.
66 . Decrees of the Second General Assembly. (1673.) 
Very many of the deputies who attended the first Assem­
bly, five years previous, were present at the Assembly of 
1673. After providing the Congregation with a head, in 
the person of the Superior General, this Assembly was 
desirous to conform to that of 1668, and draw up decrees 
and regulations concerning the employments of the Congre­
gation. Certain points of discipline were decided, relative 
to the deputies of Assemblies both general and provincial; 
to visitors in the exercise of their office, without, however, 
including in these latter decrees, the House in which the 
General usually resides.
To preserve uniformity and propriety among the Mis­
sionaries in regard to their hair, beard, and habit, it was 
decided to have two painted models of a Missionary, above 
all, for the hair and beard; one of these paintings a Priest, 
the other, a Brother; also a written regulation concerning 
habits, etc: that this picture, with the regulations as ob­
served at St. Lazare’s, would be sent to each House; that, 
especially in France, all the members of the Company 
might conform thereto. A regulation was also made for 
the manner of serving at table those who returned from 
the Mission or elsewhere; lest too much or too little at­
tention be given in these circumstances.
Many were doubtful, whether it should be left to the 
Superior to permit subjects to spend a night or two out of 
the House; for instance, when on & visit to their parents, 
friends, or other externs. I t  was decided that this devolved 
upon the Visitor, but that he should grant this permission
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with great caution, on account of the inconveniences that 
might result: but this would not prevent the Superior 
from giving this permission, with the advice of his counsel* 
lors, when the case is urgent and so pressing that they 
could not wait for the reply of the Visitor, who, however, 
should be notified as soon us possible. I t was decided, 
that permission to remain some time at the house of their 
parents, could be granted by the General only, not by the 
Visitor; unless, in a ease of necessity so urgent that it 
would be impossible to have recourse to the General: in 
this case, the Visitor could give the permission, with the 
advice of his consultants and of the local Superior; but the 
General should be notified of the same as soon as conven­
ient. Several points relating to the authority of the Assis­
tant and Procurator in extern colleges, in the absence of 
the Superior, were regulated. I t was asked if, when the 
feast of the Epiphany or that of the Patron falls on F ri­
day, the evening abstinence enjoined by the Rule, could 
be omitted: it was decided, that in these cases, which but 
seldom occur, abstinence could be dispensed with.— An 
order was given to read twice a year, the decrees of the 
General Assembly. In fine, there was an examination of 
the difficulties in regard to the observance of Rules, to the 
Missions, and to other functions of the Institute, and to 
the management of certain parishes in their charge, and, 
to the Report which the deputies should make of the same. 
All these points were discussed in the Assembly; and hav­
ing regulated what was judged expedient, the General was 
requested to drawT up a memorandum to be sent to each 
House, as had been done in the preceding Assembly. I t  
likewise, requested the Superior General to pronounce upon 
several other points that had been proposed by the Prov­
inces, and communicate his decision. The new General 
is equal to the task, but he requires a little time.
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67. Memorandum of the observance of Rules, drawn up by 
order of the Assembly %f 1673.—Father Jolly forwarded the 
various memoranda or responses, accompanied with a let­
ter, dated August 4, 1673. In this letter he says; “The 
Assembly, by its decrees and resolutions, having regulated 
many points proposed for the welfare of the Company; 
and, moreover, having set forth various means well calcu­
lated to remedy the faults remarked in particular against 
the observance of the Rules,-—means which have been noted 
in two memoranda, one for Superiors, the other for the 
House, I  transmit them both to you.”
We give here some extracts from the first memorandum : 
I t  is not to be doubted, that the common practices employed 
by the Congregation lor the perfection of its members, be­
ing well adapted to maintain in vigor the observance of 
Rules and the exercise of virtues therein recommended, all 
should strive to be faithful to them. Among the Rules, 
the observance of which should be held in special honor, 
that which prescribes obedience to the Superior stands first; 
being the basis, the foundation of Community life as well 
as the sure way to perfection and salvation, and one of the 
chief sources of peace and tranquillity of mind that one can 
enjoy in this world. Therefore, it is all-important to pre­
vent particular aversions, contrary to charity and to the 
spirit of the Congregation, from gliding into the Houses, 
and to guard against murmurs, detractions, and other dis­
courses detrimental to charity. Fidelity to silence will 
contribute greatly to this end.
It goes on to say, that indevotion and neglect of spiritu­
al advancement, are contrary to the principal end of the 
Institute; most unworthy, moreover, of persons consecrated 
to God; and the source of many defects most prejudicial in 
Communities, such as too great tenderness for self, immor­
tification of the mental faculties, sensuality of the body, in­
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ordinate care of health; each one should strive to avoid 
these vices and others which result therefrom etc. 1
These regulations strongly designate a Company in the 
vigor of its primitive spirit, availing itself of every pos­
sible expedient to prevent relaxation from gliding into the 
Houses.
6 8. Other notes relative to the proper discharge of func- 
Hons. The Missions; manner of assisting Bishops in 
their visitations.—The following regulations concern the 
various functions of the Institute, commencing with the 
Missions. First, some points of discipline are indicated^ 
They add, that confessors will find in the following coun­
sels, means of fulfilling their obligations in the manner re­
quired by this holy employment: To hold conferences of 
cases of conscience, in the different Houses, at the times 
marked by the Rules of Superiors: to read, and to commit 
to memory, the advices of St. Charles Borromeo to con­
fessors; to exercise students in Holy Orders, as is custom­
ary with extern Seminarians.
Bishops have adopted the custom of selecting Mission­
aries to precede them in their visitations, in order to pre­
pare the people to profit by their visit, and to receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. The memorandum states that 
in this point, it is difficult to be perfectly uniform, because 
the bishops whom they must obey, follow different meth­
ods: However, as far as practicable, the following should 
be observed: I f  the prelate wishes to be preceded in each 
parish, as is customary, they will try to secure that, in the 
announcement sent to the pastors two weeks previous to 
the visitation, it be stated, that on the eve of said visit, 
Missionaries will be in readiness to prepare the people by
1 Here, as formerly, we suppress a great portion of the analysis òf thè 
memoranda ; all can read them in full, in the Collections of Circulars, as 
we have observed. We shall continue to follow the same method.
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instruction and confession. Before setting out, they will 
receive the blessing of the Prelate. They will endeavor 
always to observe the Rules and ordinary practices, con­
forming themselves as closely as possible to the order and 
functions of the Mission; they will do all in their power 
to reach the place wherein they are to labor, the evening 
previous, that they may be ready the next morning for 
meditation, Mass, and recitation of the divine Office.
All that is to be done in this visit, is, to preach, cate­
chise, hear confessions, settle diiferences, and, if necessary, 
inform the pastor of what should be done for the recep­
tion of the Prelate. The settlement of disputes often re­
quires considerable time; therefore, the Missionaries should 
not charge themselves absolutely with this matter; but 
only dispose, by public and private remonstrances, those 
concerned therein, to definitely decide the contest in pres­
ence of the Prelate, when he comes among them. I f  the 
Missionaries are to remain the whole day in the parish, 
they will follow the custom of the Missions; viz, preach­
ing twice: once in the morning, once in the evening, cate­
chism at midday; the people, of course, being notified. 
But, if they are to remain, but one morning, or one after­
noon, which would be of little profit, they will in the same 
sermon, speak of the visitation, of penance, confirmation, 
etc., enforcing what is most necessary in regard to these 
subjects; the catechism should not be omitted when it is 
possible to have it.
Although the Missionaries may be invested by the 
bishop, with full authority, they must evince great respect 
for the pastors and curates, and seek to gain their good 
will; in order thus, to secure the fruits of the Mission. 
Hence, they should never undertake to seek information 
regarding their morals, the manner in which they exercise 
their functions, or other odious subjects; but, if there is 
any necessity for such investigation, they should request the
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Bishop to intrust this office to another; for this would be 
prejudicial to the success of the Mission.
I f  the Prelate desires the Missionaries to accompany him 
otherwise than above-mentioned, they will acquaint them­
selves with the ceremonies of the visitation and confirma­
tion. They will always preserve the deepest respect for 
his sacred person; nor will they be too ready to offer sug­
gestions, unless so desired: neither should they express 
their views on points of doctrine and discipline, in pres­
ence of his officers. Traveling on horseback, they will, 
if possible, arrive before the Bishop, to prepare the curé to 
receive him; and, on their journey, they will strive to give 
edification, that it may be said of them, as was said of the 
Son of Gor>: that “He went about, doing good” to all.— 
This is what is prescribed regarding Episcopal visitations.
69. The Pastors.—Certain articles were drawn up rela­
tive to curacies united to the Congregation, in order that 
uniformity and due subordination be secured. The Supe­
rior only will take the title of curé in signing papers re­
lating to the parish. The others will sign; “N., exercis­
ing parochial functions in such a parish;” unless a special 
priest be appointed for the curacy; in which case, the Su­
perior will not take the title of curé. All the priests of the 
House will speak of the curé with honor and esteem, 
maintaining his authority to the best of their power, es­
pecially in the presence of externs. When the Superior 
thinks proper, he will preach and perform other pastoral 
functions, in quality of curé; however, it will be advisable 
for him not to take upon himself all the honorable em­
ployments, but to share them with the priests of the House 
on days of solemnity, without, however, resigning his 
place. He should himself give spiritual assistance to the 
sick, visiting them, especially the poor; for this is one of 
the most important duties of a pastor. The other priests 
11
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will cheerfully assist him in this, as in all other functions*
The Superior will visit the schools at least every two 
months; if prevented from so doing, he will authorize one 
of his Confrères to make this visit, to see that the masters 
and mistresses faithfully discharge their duty, the former, 
towards the boys alone, the latter, towards the girls: he 
will be vigilant that only good books be used. I t is also 
important to maintain the Confraternity of Charity in fer­
vor; for this purpose, the Superior will assemble the ladies 
about once a month, both for their own spiritual profit, 
and for the relief of the sick. The Missionaries will also 
give to extern priests of the parish — should there be 
any— the rank due to their age and merit; evincing 
towards them the deepest reverence. They should be on 
their guard not to introduce new practices and public de­
votions that might prove burdensome, or be difficult of 
continuance; the same caution should be taken in regard
y O
to confraternities,— being contented with those already 
established. As to what concerns votive Masses, whether 
solemn or low, follow the rubrics; without however, op­
posing the will of the Bishop should he require anything 
different, etc.
70. Advice to Confessors of the Subjects of the Company.— 
Other regulations for the benefit of the members of the 
Company, were drawn up. The administration of the 
Sacrament of Penance in regard to the subjects of the 
Congregation, appeared too imporantto the general Assem­
bly of 1673, not to require certain resolutions on this point. 
Among other memoranda, Father Jolly sent an article 
to the Houses, stating: “That those appointed to hear 
these confessions, should be convinced that the good order 
of the House and the advancement of subjects in virtue, 
depend much more on their zeal and good counsels, than 
on the vigilance of Superiors. These latter are aware only 
of exterior faults, which often, are the least grievous;
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whereas, confessors have knowledge of the interior and 
secret faults. They should, therefore, among other things, 
seek to aid their penitents to correct all notable defects, 
and omit nothing that depends upon themselves, to help 
to advance them in perfection. They should do all in their 
power to enforce observance of the .Rules of obedience, and 
maintain union and regularity in the Houses. And, in 
order to give efficacy to their words and to have them re­
ceived with due respect, the confessors themselves should 
be most exemplary. They will join to example, continual 
intercourse with G od, to obtain from Him the light they 
need; and they will excite in their own hearts sentiments 
of compunction in order to communicate them to others, 
destined, like themselves, to direct souls.”
Other details follow.—These are excellent counsels for 
such as are appointed to hear the confessions of members 
of the Community, and the highest advantage can be de­
rived therefrom, for the spiritual profit and salvation of all 
the subjects of the Houses. Hence, with reason does the 
memorandum conclude bv saying: that these advices should 
be read with attention from time to time; so, that if con­
fessors remark that they have not been faithful to them, 
they may ask pardon of G od, and solicit the grace to ob­
serve them more carefully in future.
71. Duties of Superiors.—By order of the Assembly, a 
sixth memorandum was drawn up. I t  indicates the means 
to be employed by Superiors, in remedying faults commit­
ted by subjects against certain points of Rule. Superiors 
are exhorted to frequently consider their essential obliga­
tions,-of warning and prudently correcting those who fail 
in the observance of Rules; proposing spiritual conferences 
to be given from time to time, on the virtues therein rec­
ommended, should relaxation creep in. Superiors should 
likewise adopt the best method of rendering the Annual 
Retreat useful to the Fam ily; for this is one of the principal
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means of renewing the members in the virtues and spirit 
of their state. They should also inculcate the frequent 
practice of warning one another of their defects, re­
proving those who do this but rarely, requesting their 
subjects even to warn themselves, through the Admonitor. 
They should, above all, maintain obedience, as the soul of 
all well-regulated Communities,—giving an example of it 
in their own person, by perfect submission to the General 
and to the Visitor; moreover, they should labor constantly 
to manifest in their conduct the virtues of J esus Ch r ist —  
whose place they hold—especially, His meekness and affa­
bility. They should also strive to become acquainted with 
the dispositions of their subjects, evincing much kindness 
and consideration in regard to their needs of soul and body; 
allowing them a certain latitude in their employments, 
watching only to see that they discharge them in a proper 
manner; warning them if they fail, without, however, per­
forming any portion of their duty, out of the case of ne­
cessity. They are exhorted to have occasionally read at 
table, examples of obedience; to foster the reign of frater­
nal charity in the House, being watchful over themselves 
not to speak of the defects of their subjects, except, in 
cases of necessity—to their consultants, etc.
72. Rules fo r  various Offices. Catechism of the Mission. 
Archives.—All these memoranda were sent to the different 
Houses, by Father Jolly, with the letter above mentioned. 
He adds, that many desire Rules for domestic charges: for 
the prefect of the library, porter, etc. He was careful, he 
said, to have them duly drawn up, and then at his leisure 
to make them known. He provided for all this, sometime 
after, having already established particular Rules for the 
higher offices: Assistant, Procurator, and Consultant: these 
regulations were to be transcribed in a book prepared for 
this purpose, in each House, that recourse might be had to
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it in case of need: besides this, a copy was to be given to 
those intrusted with these offices.
Ou the suggestion, that changes and even errors might 
glide into the several copies of the Catechism of the Mis­
sion, it was resolved to examine it, and carefully correct it, 
with the abridgment at the end; and to send to the Houses 
correct prints or copies of the same, thereby to guard against 
future changes. The case was similar, in regard to sermons 
of the Mission which had been changed or altered in tran­
scribing them. The Assembly decreed that some solid and 
methodical sermons should be furnished the young priests, 
as models. The General admitted that it would be useful 
to prepare a complete series of sermons for the Missions, 
promising to arrange for this as soon as time could be 
found; but, he remarked, that this work should go farther. 
Some time after, Father Jolly said on this subject: “I  am 
charged to recommend to you, the necessity of early train­
ing young students to the duty of preaching; and to exer­
cise them in this function.”
Father Jolly also recommends the Superior to hold in 
great account the two following points regarding the tem­
poral welfare of the Houses: namely, that all the deeds and 
documents concerning each Family should be preserved in 
the Archives; moreover, that authentic copies of the same, 
be sent to the Archives of St. Lazare, for reference, in case 
of need. To this effect, he ordered inventories to be made, 
with the nature, date, and signature of each paper; that 
these inventories be duplicated; one copy transmitted to 
St. Lazare’s, the other to be preserved at the House.
We shall complete our notice of the resolutions of this 
Assembly, by saying, that Father Jolly sent in writing, to 
all the Houses, answers to the questions that haed been 
left t)  his decision.
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g 16. Temporal success: Spiritual favors.
73. Vexations on the part of the Knights of St. Lazarus.— 
From all that has been said, it is easy to conclude that, 
after the departure of the deputies of the Assembly, the 
new General, Father Jolly, was not without occupation; 
being requested to arrange the memoranda which we have 
mentioned, and to solve the questions submitted to him. 
But almost immediately after his election, he had a still 
greater difficulty to contend with, in regard to the Knights 
of St. Lazarus; this was the cause of great alarm to 
the whole Company; and there was need of a man as able, 
as prudent, as Father Jolly, to bring to naught, as he did, 
the pretensions and machinations of these gentlemen. They 
were quite troublesome even during the Assembly, so that 
Father Jolly in all humility remarked to the deputies: 
“This is the fruit of your unfortunate election.”
However, he was not discouraged ; he had the foresight 
to draw up a placet which he submitted for approval, to the 
first President, de Lamoignon, in presence of Mr. de Harlay, 
his son-in-law, procurator general, and since, first president, 
of Abbé Bonjamin, Grand-Vicar of the Archbishop­
ric of Paris, and of Madam de Miramion; then he had it 
presented to the King, who had been previously interested 
in favor of the Congregation, by the Queen, and by the 
Duke of Orleans. His Eminence, Cardinal de Bouillon, 
chief almoner of France and then in authority, kindly lent 
his concurrence. Kneeling near the King’s prie-dieu, ac­
cording to his custom and right of office when assisting at 
Mass, he presented this placet to the King, saying in the 
most engaging manner, that His Majesty would please 
G o d  as much by reading this paper, as by reciting his chap­
let or his little hours. The King said that he was much 
edified by the humility and modesty of Mr. Jolly, and from 
that moment, he conceived a high appreciation of his pru­
dence and of his government.
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Father Jolly himself notified the Houses of the Com­
pany of this event, by a letter, dated March 9,1673, where­
in he says, in regard to the pretensions of the Knights of 
St. Lazarus; “They have disturbed us three different times, 
on account of a small farm belonging to this House; seek­
ing at first, to get possession of this insignificant property, 
and then, perhaps to secure the rest, if they could. But 
the King has had the goodness to check their aspirations; 
he took more active measures about a month ago, forbid­
ding them to annoy us; but we are not yet quite at ease in 
regard to this affair, for we have no deed to the effect, and 
we can hardly hope for one soon. However, we enjoy the 
protection of the King. His Majesty had asked the Pope 
to confirm his edict,—this was in favor of the Knights, 
that their confiscated property might be restored to them ; 
and, as it is the opinion of some, that exceptions will be 
made in the Bull, we hope to be comprised therein/* This 
proved to be the case, and now the House of St. Lazare 
and its dependencies are in peace.
74. TouL These gentlemen also gave some trouble to 
the House of Toul. Father Jolly recalled Father de Mon» 
chy, the Superior, to Paris, substituting Father Luchet. 
This was in accordance with the custom of the Company, 
and to carry out the resolution taken in the General As­
sembly, of changing Superiors more frequently: thus 
speaks Father Jolly, in his letter of Nov. 23, 1674.
75. B rief of Clement X. New Faculties for Confessors, etc„ 
—For a long time past, in virtue of a brief of Alexander 
V II., the Missionaries had been invested with the power 
to absolve, in the Mission, cases reserved to the Pope. 
They found the need of this same power on othe?' occasions 
when they had confessions to hear; therefore, they solicited 
this favor from the Holy See. Pope Clement X. granted 
it; adding thereto other privileges, by a new Brief, which 
Father Jolly sent to the Houses with a circular. The
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Brief is dated Rome, Sept. 26, 1674. I t  states that: de­
siring to bestow special favors on the General and the 
Priests of the Congregation of the Mission, in consideration 
of the fruits resulting from their labors, in accordance with 
the custom of the Holy See to favor such Institutes, he 
grants to the said Priests, already approved by the Ordi­
nary, the faculty of hearing the confessions of the faithful, 
even of the sick, and of absolving them in all cases reserved 
to the Apostolic See, with the exception of those indi­
cated in the Bull: In Cœna Domini; likewise from all 
ecclesiastical censures, without restricting the power to the 
Missions; of commuting all sorts of vows, except the five 
commonly reserved: to say Mass a half hour before the 
dawn, and a half hour after noonday.— Here, said Father 
Jolly in his letter, is a new means of serving souls, as well 
as a new obligation to pray to G od for the perservation of 
Our Holy Father, the Pope.
(To be continued.)
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BOOK NOTICES.
83. Saint Vincent de P au l, by Emmanuel de Broglie. 
Lecoffre, Paris, 1897. One Vol. in-12, of 234 pp.
This book is one of a series of biographies appearing with this collec­
tive title: “The Sain ts/’ under the direction of Mr. Henry Joly, who, it 
might be said, has himself written the volume of introduction, entitled: 
Psychology of the Saints.
The Life of St. Vincent just issued, is written by Prince Emmanuel 
Broglie, with genuine literary taste, and a profound religious sentiment: 
these are precious qualities not found in all hagiography. The dimensions 
of the outline—one vol. in 12—restrict the proportions of the portrait of 
St. Vincent; this portrait, however, is exact and striking. It is evident 
that the author is in touch with all the interesting discoveries which recent 
historians bring to bear, in their more exhaustive volumes upon the Works 
and individuality of St. Vincent de»Paul.
84. History and Description of Pekin, by Alph, Favier, 
Priest of the Congregation of the Mission, Vicar-General 
of Pekin. Lazarists’ Printing House. 1897. One Vol. in- 
fol. of X II . 562 pp.
This very fine book of Mgr. Favier has been crowned by the Academy. 
Mgr. Gaston Boissier, in his Report, read to the meeting of the French 
Academy, Nov. 18, 1897, spoke of the work in the following terms:
“ Gentlemen...The first of the two Works to which a special prize has 
been awarded, comes from afar. It is a handsome book in quarto, of more 
than 500 pp., ornamented with 660 engravings and 124 photographs. It 
is so attractive, so elegantly gotten up, that one would naturally conclude 
that it had been issued by the press of some important editor in Paris. 
This is an error : it was printed at Pekin, by the workmen of that city. 
The phototypes, the collographs, the black and colored engravings, are 
all done by a Chinese artist. But the place in which this multiform work 
was executed, although situate in the centre of the Province of Tche-Lv is 
in reality a section of French soil. It is the Petang, that is to say, the 
residence of the Lazarists; where, with a zeal that never flags, they bring 
the less mystic, and the most indifferent among the people to the knowledge 
of the true G o d , instructing them how to worship Him as they themselves 
do, teaching them, moreover, to speak our language and to love our native 
land. One of these Missionaries, Father Alphonse Favier, has undertaken 
in this work to describe the capital of the Celestial Empire, and to give us 
an idea of the people that inhabit the country.
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“This is not one of those books to be found among annual publications, 
issued by tourists returning from their vacation ;—authors who are content 
with such a glimpse of a country as they can get from the windows of their 
traveling vehicle, and who only study society from the parlors of hotels. 
Father Favier has spent thirty-five years in China; he had access to the 
great, and lived familiarly among the most abandoned of the race. All 
that he tells us, he knows through his own personal experience and obser­
vation. Hence, in the perusal of this book,—in examining these engrav­
ings which have the advantage of exhibiting China in its true colors,— a 
life-picture, we look upon it, as it were with the eyes of the natives of 
China, and one feels himself really transported to Pekin. The author has 
peopled the north of China, and Pekin itself, with churches, of which he is 
the architect, the constructor, the painter, the decorator. No Missionary 
has surpassed Father Favier in the labors he has achieved in these distant 
lands, where he has succeeded also in causing the name and the genius of 
France to be appreciated. In your judgment, I trust, gentlemen, the prize 
of four hundred dollars, decreed to Father Favier by the Academy, has 
been well bestowed.’*
The agent: C . S c h m e y e r .
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